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NEED TO KNOW
Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMMODATIONS?  
Visit cupresents.org/accessibility to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house management. 
Some venues may not be able to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS  
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES, and 
refrain from use during the performance. View this program on your 
device anytime before or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

Photo credit: Owen Zhou.

http://www.cupresents.org/accessibility
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SoundWorks
Wednesday, Feb. 25, 2026, 7:30 p.m.
ATLAS B2 Center for Media, Arts and Performance 

PROGRAM
Daddy, won’t you stay (9’)
Addison Hill
Addison Hill, solo voice, music box and electronics
Xuan, visual media

Grass Stains (8’)
Asher Dobrin
Asher Dobrin, electric bass
Aria Henson flute
Xuan, visual media

Chromatic Abyss (10’)
Nicholas Felder
Nicholas Felder, voice and electronics 
Xuan, visual media

Midwest Sketches (9’)
Leah Porter Tracy, 2025 SPARK Award Winner
I.	 dawn, over fields
II.	 midmorning, beside the stream
III.	 afternoon, sheltered 
IV.	 dusk, in the woods
Xuan, visual media
Matthew Cox and Teddy King, piano
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Intermission

64-Bit Electronic Composition  
Competition Finalists 

Thorofare Freeroam (8’)
Alan Mackwell
Alan Mackwell, fujara and electronics

To Walk in Bloom (8’)
Joshua Carter Maynard, 2025 SPARK Award Winner

64-Bit Electronic Composition Competition 
Winners
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PROGRAM NOTES
Grass Stains (9’)
Asher Dobrin
Stained knees tell a story of experience. A child with stained, 
bruised and bloodied knees has been through the mud and 
experienced the world. They took a path from point A to point B 
rather than just arriving. Grass Stains dives into the feeling of an 
elusive past, reaching for memories of this path that stained our 
knees and the stains we wiped away.

Chromatic Abyss (10’)
Nicholas Felder
Growing up Black and queer, I experienced a lifetime of censoring 
myself. Not allowing myself to live into certain parts of my being, 
out of survival. Only recently have I gradually started to unlearn 
some of those socializations and thoughts. I took this composition 
as an opportunity to imagine what it would be like if I were to just 
strip away all the censoring and constraints. I asked myself and 
now ask the listeners: What would it be like if, in this moment, you 
could show up as your most natural self? What would that feel 
like? To the listeners, I encourage you to give yourself permission 
to explore and then own it.

Midwest Sketches (9’)
Leah Porter Tracy, 2025 SPARK Award Winner
Midwest Sketches features four short movements, each a 
“snapshot” of growing up in rural Ohio and was written for a 
student and teacher duo. The piece aims to explore memory and 
safety, as well as our changing relationship with the outdoors as 
we get older.
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Thorofare Freeroam (8’)
Alan Mackwell
Inspired by the 2016 video game Firewatch, Thorofare Freeroam 
explores the themes and images surrounding the game’s epilogue 
game mode; encountering along the way the consequences 
of escapism, idealization of natural spaces, and the complex 
relationship between video game players and digital landscapes

To Walk in Bloom (8’)
Joshua Carter Maynard, 2025 SPARK Award Winner
To Walk in Bloom is an immersive collaboration between composer 
Joshua Carter Maynard and impressionist photographer Mai Naito. 
Born in Osaka, Japan, and now based in Brisbane, Australia, Naito 
captures the beauty of landscapes through her innovative photo-
layering techniques—a process she believes encapsulates the 
memories of our experiences surrounded by nature. This editing 
style produces what many describe as oil-painting-like artwork, 
rich in intricacy and depth. Inspired by her work, Maynard initiated 
a collaborative sonic and visual exhibit to recreate, in music, the 
awe evoked by this artwork. Working with Naito to establish a 
soundscape suitable for accompanying these photographs, he 
utilized both synthesized and recorded instruments—from steel 
drums to duduk—to paint a patient, reflective, and immersive 
auditory experience. Both the music and the artwork share 
delicate attention to detail—the closer you listen, and the closer 
you look, the more the wonder of this natural world begins to 
emerge. 
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PERSONNEL
Egemen Kesikli, director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator
Luka Vezmar, stage manager
Addison Hill, social media coordinator

ATLAS B2 Center for Media, Arts and Performance 
Chris Petillo, audio engineer and production manager
Brad Gallagher, technical and production specialist
Sean Winters, B2 scholar in residence, lecturer in Critical 
Media Practices

Asher Dobrin
Asher Dobrin (b. 2004) is a composer from Gainesville, Florida. 
He is currently pursuing a bachelor’s in music composition at 
the University of Colorado Boulder. Before moving to Boulder, 
he worked as an independent composer and performer in the 
Gainesville and Denver areas. Dobrin’s compositions are primarily 
inspired by nature and American folk culture. He has written works 
for chamber ensemble, film score, orchestra, concert band and 
electronics.

Nicholas Felder
Having a passion for community engagement and working with 
youth, Nicholas Felder (he/him) is a Black queer artist, composer-
vocalist, activist, and educator who creates art that inspires 
relational bonds between people in a given space. He builds 
community in artmaking, unlocking truths around self-identity, 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/egemen-kesikli
https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky
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and creating a space for embodied expression. Felder has led 
arts programs and workshops with numerous organizations, such 
as El Sistema Colorado, Neutral Zone (Ann Arbor, Michigan), the 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra and American Composers Orchestra. 
He loves to encourage teens to express their social and political 
views through artmaking. Felder has earned degrees from the 
University of Michigan and Kennesaw State University and is 
earning his Doctor of Musical Arts (DMA) in music composition at 
the University of Colorado Boulder. nicholasfelder.com  

Addison Hill
Addison Hill is an artist, composer, multi-instrumentalist and 
educator from Phoenix, Arizona. Her work collages together 
different mediums, stories and sonic possibilities to create 
experiences that strive for emotional liberation and connection. 
When composing, Hill steps into the role of a director to holistically 
consider the relationship between sound and space, allowing for 
a more visceral experience inspired by the imaginary worlds Hill 
lives in. She received a Bachelor of Music in music composition 
from Arizona State University and is pursuing a master’s in music 
composition with music technology emphasis from the University 
of Colorado Boulder, where she teaches Intro to Music Technology. 

Hill’s works have been performed at the Gammage Auditorium, 
PRISMS festival, Wildflower Composer’s Festival, Arizona 
Women’s Collaboration Concert, soundSCAPE, Sō Summer 
Institute, Superbloom Drone Festival and National Sawdust. 
Addison spends her free time yapping, napping, yearning and 
learning, while providing love and support to her needy cat (which 
is definitely a full time job). 

https://www.nicholasfelder.com
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Alan Mackwell
Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a 
command of complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal), 
New Zealand American Alan Mackwell is a two-time BMI award-
winning composer and performer based in Boulder. In his 
work, Mackwell seeks to explore atmospheres inspired by his 
experiences in the Permian Basin, northern New Mexico and 
Appalachian North Carolina using a highly resonant and bluegrass-
infused musical language.

Joshua Carter Maynard
Joshua Carter Maynard is a composer and conductor from 
Colorado Springs, who specializes in bringing passion for choral 
and chamber music to a new generation of musicians. He holds 
a Bachelor of Music in music composition from the University 
of Boulder Colorado, along with certifications in music theory 
and music technology. Currently completing a master’s in choral 
conducting at the University of Oregon, Maynard draws his artistic 
inspiration from human stories and the natural world.

In addition to producing many awarded compositions for 
mediums like choir and orchestra to electronics and jazz combos, 
Maynard served as a president and founder of the Renova New 
Music Ensemble, CU Boulder’s premier contemporary choral 
group. Prioritizing collaboration and musician ownership in all 
his projects, Maynard has conducted and had pieces performed 
by groups such as the Colorado Springs Philharmonic, the 
Choral Arts Initiative, Nois Saxophone Quartet, Colorado Vocal 
Arts Ensemble, the University of Wyoming Bel Canto Choir, the 
CU Boulder Chamber Singers, Lirios String Quartet, the Denver 
Playground Ensemble, the Eklund Opera and more.



PROGRAM PAGE 8	     |  CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

As well as his roles as a composer, conductor and vocalist, 
Maynard has experience as a producer and recording technician, 
an audio editor and mixing engineer, a private lesson instructor, 
a musical theater performer and an ensemble administrator. 
He firmly believes that student-led enthusiasm begets musical 
excellence, and musical excellence inspires personal discovery.

Mai Naito
Mai Naito is an impressionist photographer born in Osaka, Japan, 
and currently based in Brisbane, Australia. Her work explores 
memory, emotion, and the natural world, drawing from childhood 
experiences of wandering through natural spaces as spaces of 
imagination and reflection. Rather than documenting places, Naito 
photographs how a moment feels, layering fragments of light, 
movement and time into a single image.

She holds a Bachelor of Visual Arts from Queensland College of 
Art and Design. Her work has been exhibited within Australia and 
internationally, and is permanently displayed in several hospitals 
around Queensland, where it has been selected for its calming and 
therapeutic impact. Through collaborations across music, public 
spaces and publications, Naito’s practice invites viewers to slow 
down, wander, and reconnect with memory and the natural world. 

Leah Porter Tracy
Leah Porter Tracy (she/they) (b. 1999) is a composer and vocalist 
currently pursuing a Master of Music in music composition at 
University of Colorado Boulder, where she studies with Annika 
Socolofsky and Carter Pann. Tracy draws inspiration from the 
people and places around her, basing her compositions on current 
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events, childhood recollections, vibrant stories, and nature. She has 
a particular interest in introducing beginner or intermediate singers 
to contemporary techniques and often writes with a wide range 
of ability levels in mind. Tracy was a 2023 Composer Fellow for 
the Choral Arts Initiative PREMIERE|Project Festival and the 2025 
Ablaze Composer Lab Emerging Composer with the Ember Choral 
Arts. Her choral music has been chosen for honors such as the 
San Francisco Choral Artists New Voices Project and the Chicago 
A Cappella HerVoice Competition, and her works have been 
performed by ensembles including Grammy Award-winning Kansas 
City Chorale, and by church, school, college and community choirs 
throughout the United States. Tracy is also an active performer, 
singing soprano with the Denver-based choir Kantorei. She earned 
a Bachelor of Music in composition from Bowling Green State 
University in 2021, where she studied with Elainie Lillios.

Xuan
Xuan is a new media artist, filmmaker and pianist working at 
the intersection of music, visual art, and technology. A trained 
classical pianist with a passion for visual music, she actively 
develops innovative, cross-disciplinary projects that broaden 
the scope of music and performance. Driven by themes such as 
femininity, power, alienation and multicultural identity, her work 
encompasses abstract scenography, experimental animation, 
music videos, narrative documentaries, interactive installations 
and large scale projection mapping. 

She has collaborated with Glenn Kotche, Pierre Jodlowski, Nina 
Shekhar, Annika Socolofsky, Ben Wendel, Alexi Kenney, Bec 
Plexus, Eunbi Kim and GRAMMY® Award-winning ensembles 
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Eighth Blackbird, Third Coast Percussion and Akropolis Reed 
Quintet among others—which have led to performances at The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Museum of Contemporary Art 
Chicago, the Smithsonian Museum of Art, Constellation, SFJAZZ, 
Le Poisson Rouge, Zürich Design Biennale 2019, Ad Astra 
Music Festival 2020, Sound Forms Hong Kong 2021, the Mizzou 
International Composers Festival 2021, CAP UCLA’s Tune In 
Festival 2021 and the MATA Festival x Found Sound Nation 2023. 

In recent seasons, her close partnership with composers and 
performers have produced feature-length multimedia concerts 
including High Heart in 2023 with GRAMMY-nominated jazz 
saxophonist Ben Wendel which premiered at the Logan Center for 
the Arts in Chicago, it feels like a dream in 2022 with pianist Eunbi 
Kim at the Baryshnikov Art Center (BAC) in New York, Ex Machina 
in 2023-25 with pianist Clara Yang at the Process Series at UNC 
Chapel Hill, and Shifting Ground in 2024 with violinist Alexi Kenney 
at BAC and the 2024 The Ojai Music Festival. 

Of the belief that art is for everyone, Xuan’s evolving practice 
explores collective experiences through art in public spaces. In 
2021, she was invited by Art on the MART to create projections in 
collaboration with Eighth Blackbird and composer Michael Gordon 
for the 2.5-acre façade of the Merchandise Mart, the largest 
permanent digital installation in the world. Each night from July to 
September, The Light of the Dark lit up the riverwalk to the delight 
of thousands of locals and tourists alike, including those passing 
by on kayaks, bikes or catching a glimpse from the “L” train. 
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A passionate educator, she has held workshops at The New School 
and given lectures at Carnegie Mellon University, CU Boulder, USC, 
Rochester Institute of Technology, ASU, ESM, and OSU. 

Xuan is a graduate of the Eastman School of Music under the 
tutelage of Nelita True, and has studied Media Spaces at the BTK 
University of Art and Design in Berlin. She is honored to be a 
fellow of OneBeat 9 and the Blackbird Creative Lab 2018. 
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Since 1920, the College of Music 
offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate 
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training 
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the 
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National 
Association of Schools of Music since 1941.

Visit Website Make a Gift

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024. 
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://www.colorado.edu/music/giving


 is the home 
of performing  arts on the beautiful 
University of Colorado Boulder campus.

Explore All Events

Visit Website

The Drowsy Chaperone (2023). 
Photo credit: Bennet Forsyth.

https://cupresents.org/performances?utm_source=digitalprogram&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=cup26
https://cupresents.org?utm_source=digitalprogram&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=cup26


DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$25,000+
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Anne Culver
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999
Kate and Matt Cimino
James and Peggy Gutmann
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Barbara E Wagner
Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Marda Buchholz
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Babs and Mike Gerber
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Daniel Trump
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499
Maralee Beck and Andy Safir
Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel Sher
Dave Bowers
Visda and Thomas Carson
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly II
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell

Herman Goellnitz
Sara and David Harper
Connie and Allen Hayden
Doree Hickman
Kelli and Van Hoisington
Richard* and Ruth Irvin
Susan Julien
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voillequé
David and Georgia Nelson
Chris and Linda Paris
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Gail and Michael Shimmin
Tatiana and Stephen Tebo
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens
Xcel Energy

$500-$999
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul 
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Sandra and Bruce Dudley
Thomas Godfrey
Linda Laird Giedl
Alenka and Peter Han
John Hedderich
Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
James Klausman
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Connie and Harold Roth
Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Frank Spaid
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499
Mary and Davin Anderson
Ingrid Becher
Cathy and Richard Berman
Laura and John Courier
Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil
Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Pamela Rafferty
Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney
Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Your support helps keep 
our music alive.
Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the 
world-class music education and life-changing 
professional opportunities we offer our students. 
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support 
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring 
the future of music at our university and in our 
community. 

Join our community of supporters! 
•	Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
•	Contact our Advancement team  

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between  
May 15, 2024-Nov. 15, 2025.

http://www.colorado.edu/music/giving


DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$150-$299
Anonymous
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers
David Becher
Steven Board
Timothy Brown
Chevron Corporation
Judy Congdon
Karen Connolly
Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David
John and Zahra Davis
David Flory
Robert Garnett
Jim Garrison
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley*
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Janie and Craig Lanning
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Karen Musick
Hien Nguyen
Gene Pollart
Tanya Ramond
Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
Sarah Royall
Scott Springer
Carol Thieme

$50-$149
Anonymous
Jan Alexander
Robert Barford
Kimberly and James Beasley
Juliet Berzsenyi
Kimberly and Robert Bond
Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud
John Davis
Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Jackie Earnhart
Daniel Easton
Stephen Fincher
Irma and Richard Gallagher in honor of  
Alejandro Miguel Gallagher

Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace

Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
William Roettker
Judy Rogers
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow in memory of  
Sue Ann Symonds

Mary Swaney
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Terry and Janet Venard
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Heidi Warriner
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased



PERSONNEL
COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 

Associate Dean for  
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 

Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  

Assistant Dean for Strategic 
Initiatives 
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget, 
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of 
Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support 
and Programming  
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager 
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis

Production Director 
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer 
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager  
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for 
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and 
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and  
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 

Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 

Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 

Director of Ticketing and  
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant 
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant 
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist 
James Whalen

Lead Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger

Box Office Assistants 
Macy Crow
Remy DeParis
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and 
Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 

Assistant Director  
for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 

Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron 
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

House Managers 
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo  

Personnel lists current as 
of Oct. 1, 2025. Visit the  
most up to date staff directory  
at this link.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
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