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NEED TO KNOW
Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMMODATIONS?  
Visit cupresents.org/accessibility to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house management. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS  
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES, and 
refrain from use during the performance. View this program on your 
device anytime before or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.
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Campus Band and Concert Band
Postcards from…
Monday, April 6, 2026, 7:30 p.m.
Macky Auditorium

PROGRAM
CAMPUS BAND
Balatro
Minoo Dixon (b. 1999)
Ashley Hawk, conductor

Abracadabra
Frank Ticheli (b. 1958)
Adrian Holton, conductor

Inland Ocean
Viet Cuong (b. 1990)
Catherine Ryan, conductor

Tripwire
JaRod Hall (b. 1991)
Andrew Stein, conductor

Valiant Skies
Chris Pilsner (b. 1986)
Adrian Holton, conductor
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Seis Manuel
Shelley Hanson (b. 1951)
Adrian Holton, conductor

Intermission

CONCERT BAND
Reckoning
Michael Markowski (b. 1986)
Elizabeth Peterson, conductor

Our Cast Aways
Julie Giroux (b. 1961)
Elizabeth Peterson, conductor

Selections from Wicked
Stephen Schwartz (b. 1948)
arr. Jay Bocook (b. 1953)
Lexi Bixler, conductor

La Fiera Asturiana
Michele Fernandez (b. 1973)
Kirsten Hoogstraten Rivera, conductor

Italian Rhapsody
Julie Giroux (b. 1961)
Kirsten Hoogstraten Rivera, conductor
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PROGRAM NOTES
Balatro
Minoo Dixon (b. 1999)
Winner of the 2024 NBA Young Band Composition Contest, 
Balatro, by Minoo Dixon, is a bold and eccentric work that invites 
students and listeners into the mind of a “balatro”—the Latin word 
for joker. This imaginative piece introduces young musicians to 
the intriguing octatonic scale in a way that’s both thoughtful and 
accessible, providing a fast-paced, captivating journey through 
fluid tonal shifts. Despite its tonal playfulness, the piece remains 
anchored to the familiar comfort of concert B-flat, offering an ideal 
blend of exploration and stability. Balatro is a fresh, innovative 
addition to the concert band repertoire—one that’s sure to surprise 
and delight all. 
—Program note from publisher

Abracadabra
Frank Ticheli (b. 1958)
Abracadabra was composed in the summer of 2004, and was 
orchestrated the following November during a residency at the 
MacDowell Colony. Abracadabra was commissioned by the 
Driscoll Middle School Band in San Antonio Texas under the 
direction of Richard Gonzales. 

The piece is dedicated to my son, and is at once playful and 
serious, innocent and mischievous. A sense of mystery pervades 
as the dark key of G minor is balanced by sudden shifts to bright 
and sunny major keys. Throughout the composition I was thinking 
about magic, not in an evil or frightening sense, but as a source of 
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fun and fantasy. My wonderfully playful, sometimes mischievous 
young son was always in the back of mind, as were images of 
Halloween with its costumes and jack-o’-lanterns. As the piece 
nears its conclusion, the music rushes toward what seems to be 
an explosive finish. But the woodwinds interrupt, fanning out to 
a questioning whole-tone cluster. They are answered by a puff of 
sound, a final disappearing act.

In strictly musical terms, the piece is as clear an example of 
musical economy as anything I’ve composed. Almost everything 
is derived from the opening bars of the main theme. Indeed, 
virtually every note can be traced to the main melody or its 
accompaniment. Because of this heightened sense of unity, I 
had to choose other ways to achieve musical variety. The most 
important solution was through the sudden and frequent shifts of 
mood, mode and tonality.
—Program note by composer

Inland Ocean
Viet Cuong (b. 1990)
I recently began teaching at the University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas, and I’ve been struck by the natural beauty of the city’s 
surroundings, which are often overshadowed by the Strip. About 
an hour outside of Vegas is the Valley of Fire, a state park with 
magnificent cliffs and bright red sandstone structures. It’s a 
humbling sight, and there are even petroglyphs on the rocks dating 
back 2,000 years! And what’s even more fascinating is that the 
whole area was once underwater. It’s hard to believe that this area 
in the middle of the Mojave Desert—the driest region in America—
used to be an inland ocean. Over hundreds of millions of years, 
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the sea subsided as the land rose, resulting in the spectacular 
sight we see there today. Inland Ocean is inspired by this imagery, 
and I strove to musically capture the swirling of water, wind, and 
sand that patiently formed this region.

Inland Ocean was commissioned by the Beyond The Notes 
Music Festival, Inc., Chris Gleason, president. Many thanks to the 
Chequamegon Middle School Band from Glidden, Wisconsin, and 
their teacher Kristen Kirch for the world premiere performance on 
May 10, 2023.
ˆProgram note by composer

Tripwire
JaRod Hall (b. 1991)
A spy attempts to infiltrate the defenses of an arch enemy. 
Take caution, though, for every step can trigger an alarm because 
tripwires are everywhere! 

Tripwire offers some extraordinary colors, from the sneaky sound 
of the beginning melody to the loud and raucous rips that follow 
later in the work.
—Program note from publisher

Valiant Skies
Chris Pilsner (b. 1986)
If I was to find a common element that ties together my favorite 
pieces of music, it’s a great melody that is able to transform itself 
over the entirety of its work. My goal with Valiant Skies was to do 
exactly that.
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In order to create a melody that could transform as it moved 
through various styles and tempi, I knew it had to have a simple 
structure to it. After trying hundreds of ideas, I finally came upon 
one that struck a balance between beauty and simplicity that I 
was looking for. This allowed me to not only create a lush, lyrical 
opening, but also use that same melody in different variations 
and forms to unify the piece’s moments of joy, conflict, and 
ultimately triumph.

As is my usual process, the Valiant Skies came from the music 
as I wrote it. Throughout the entire work, I felt the music had an 
enduring and courageous spirit that kept whispering “valiant” 
in my ears. Simultaneously, I kept coming back to a motive that 
ascends up the Lydian scale, giving the entire piece a feeling of 
taking off into the sky.
—Program note from publisher

Seis Manuel
Shelley Hanson (b. 1951)
The seis is the traditional song and dance form of the Jibaro 
people, the peasant farmers of the mountains of Puerto Rico. 
At least 50 distinctive types of seis have been identified, “Seis” 
means “six” in Spanish; the term originally meant a dance for six 
men or six couples. The movement Seis Manuel is based on a 
traditional recurring harmonic pattern called the seis mapeye over 
which a singer improvises a melody. 

Because of the very long history of military bands in Puerto Rico, 
with a particular importance placed on low brass and clarinets, 
those instruments are given solos. In keeping with the Puerto 
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Rican tradition of naming a seis after someone important to its 
creation, this seis was re-named in honor of conductor Manny 
Laureano, who commissioned and premiered the piece.
This work is part three of the four-movement suite Islas y 
Montañas.
—Program note from publisher

Reckoning
Michael Markowski (b. 1986)
Reckoning began as a musical underdog story: an unlikely hero’s 
determination to right certain wrongs that had been brought 
upon him or her in the past and that hero’s ambition to prove that 
they are “a force to be reckoned with.” I often liken it to a David 
and Goliath type of story: small versus big, poor versus rich. For 
example, the piece opens in a dark and oppressive world full of 
despair and anguish, but from within that darkness comes a very 
beautiful, very fragile, very hopeful oboe solo. However, this hope 
quickly transforms into a more active, kinetic energy—a musical 
uprising. Several families of instruments join the dialogue, voicing 
their grievances, adding to the collective resistance. By measure 
90, the ensemble fully pledges their allegiance as a more majestic 
and heroic French horn theme ascends to the fore, literally rising 
quarter note by quarter note above the anxious eighth-note theme. 
From here, they plot their next move. But will it be enough?

Reckoning was commissioned by the Florida Bandmasters 
Association for the 2017 All-State Concert Band. It was premiered 
on Jan. 14, 2017, in Tampa, Florida, conducted by Captain Shanti 
C. Simon.
—Program note by composer
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Our Cast Aways
Julie Giroux (b. 1961)
6.5 million companion animals enter animal shelters every year 
and 2.4 million of these adoptable animals are put down. These 
numbers do not include the thousands who suffer in silence. 
Thanks to thousands of caring people, these numbers are steadily 
decreasing, but we still have a long way to go. This work is 
dedicated to all those who work hard in the fight to end puppy 
mills, to rescue suffering pets and to provide care and medical 
attention to all those rescued. It is dedicated to those companions 
who get rescued and for those whose rescue never comes.
We are all shepherds. Every living creature is in our care. Hopefully 
mankind will someday uphold his responsibility and become 
caretaker of all living things on earth. Maybe someday all humans 
will be humane and mankind will be kind.

The pictures of the rescued animals belong to people who are my 
friends on Facebook. Apparently, I keep great company when it 
comes to people who rescue and adopt animals who have been 
cast away. My own rescues are also in the photos. The published 
score will feature these beautiful rescues in full color.
—Program note by composer

Selections from Wicked
Stephen Schwartz (b. 1948)
arr. Jay Bocook (b. 1953)
Rarely has a musical in modern times taken Broadway by storm 
the way this huge hit from Stephen Schwartz has done. The story 
line of the Wicked Witch of the West is intriguing, and the music 
is filled with depth and beauty. This powerful medley includes 
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“No One Mourns the Wicked,” “Dancing Through Life,” “No Good 
Deed,” For Good” and “Defying Gravity.”
—Program note from publisher

La Fiera Asturiana
Michele Fernandez (b. 1973)
In my mid-20s (30+ years ago while still a new high school band 
teacher), I promised my father, Jorge, that I would someday 
write a piece for his mother who succumbed to cancer at age 
34 (when he was only 6 years old). Our grandmother, Armanda 
Martinez Pajares, was a flamenco dancer in Asturias, Spain, and 
mother to three young children. She had a generous, loving, yet 
fiery personality, and struggled quite valiantly to stay. The whole 
family traveled from Spain to Cuba to secure her surgery with a 
renowned specialist, even with bare financial means…

After finally retiring and devoting my all professional efforts to 
composing, I decided it was finally time to keep that promise and 
share part of our family’s story of devotion and resilience through 
a passionate 3/4 Spanish march with a flamenco flavor and a paso 
doble spirit. 

I hope this work can bring joy to both players and audiences, 
and especially our students. In that way, a grandmother I never 
met, and who did not get the chance to stay and raise her own 
children—might still be able to contribute smiles to someone else’s 
kids. It’s never too late to keep your word.  
—Program note by composer
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Italian Rhapsody
Julie Giroux (b. 1961)
Italian Rhapsody is a collection of Italian folk songs and a few 
operatic excerpts scored with Italian gusto! Solo clarinet opens 
this work with a certain Mafioso flair developing into a devious 
rendition of The Italian Wedding Song #2 (The Wedding Tarantella). 
Caderna, composed by A.D. Arcangelo, is presented in both 
an Italian street band and contemporary march style. Giacomo 
Puccini’s La Boheme Quando m’en vo (Musetta’s Waltz) makes 
an appearance as an accordion player serenading young lovers in 
the moonlight. The finale features Luigi Denza’s Funiculi! Funicula!, 
Giuseppe Verdi’s Il Trovatore (Act II - Anvil Chorus) and Gioacchino 
Rossini’s Barber of Seville. Italian operatic and folk song musical 
quotes are interlaced throughout the work. See if you can find 
them all! Scored with an Italian passion for family and feasting, 
Italian Rhapsody is definitely one very spicy meatball!
—Program note by composer

Commissioned by Colonel Arnald D. Gabriel (né Arnaldo Domenico 
Antonio Gabriele). Dedicated to Ferdinando and Filomena 
Gabriele, my loving parents.
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PERSONNEL
Kirsten Hoogstraten Rivera, conductor

Lexi Bixler
Lexi Bixler is a graduate part-time instructor, pursuing a Doctor of 
Musical Arts in wind conducting and literature at the University of 
Colorado Boulder.

Previously, she served for nine years as the Elementary/Middle 
School director of bands in the Midd-West School District, as well 
as the assistant director of the Midd-West High School Marching 
Band in Middleburg, Pennsylvania. Bixler was recognized 
and awarded by the Midd-West School District as “Internally 
Motivated” and “Results and Process Oriented.” She was a grant 
recipient of the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees 
in 2018 and 2019, where she utilized the funds for instrument 
purchases, benefiting students in need.   

Bixler holds a Master of Arts Degree in music performance in 
instrumental conducting and clarinet performance and a Master 
of Arts Degree in music education from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania (IUP).  Bixler also holds a Bachelor of Music in Music 
education from Susquehanna University, where she received the 
Outstanding Student Teacher Award. Bixler’s primary conducting 
teachers include Shanti Simon, Timothy Paul, Eric Hinton, and 
Gregory Grabowski. 

Outside of conducting/teaching/performing, Bixler is an official in 
both Soccer and Girls Lacrosse. 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/kirsten-hoogstraten
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Adrian Holton
Adrian Holton is a doctoral student studying wind conducting and 
literature and serves as principal trumpet of Colorado Springs 
Philharmonic. He previously served as the music director of 
National Concert Band of America and Maryland Band Directors 
Band at Montgomery College. He also conducted the 2022 
Middleburg Film Festival Orchestra, collaborating with award-
winning composers Michael Abels, Kris Bowers and Mark Isham.
Holton served 12 years as a trumpet player in The United States 
Air Force Band in Washington, D.C. and Colorado Springs. He 
performed with The National Symphony, The Colorado Symphony, 
Boulder Philharmonic, Opera Colorado, American Chamber Winds, 
Brass of the Potomac and The Airmen of Note. He also toured 
Japan twice with the Broadway shows Blast! and Blast II: MIX, and 
spent two years performing aboard Royal Caribbean Cruises.

Holton currently resides in Littleton with his wife and two children. 
He holds trumpet performance degrees from Indiana University 
and University of Florida. Current and former instructors include 
Shanti Simon, John Rommel, Jay Coble, Gary Langford and 
Roger Steward.
 

Elizabeth Peterson
Elizabeth Peterson, emeritus professor, retired from her position 
as associate director of bands at the University of Illinois School 
of Music in May of 2022. Peterson conducted the Illinois Wind 
Orchestra, served as the placement coordinator for student 
teachers and taught several courses in instrumental conducting. 
Prior to her appointment at the University of Illinois, Peterson 
was a tenured professor of music education at the Ithaca 
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College School of Music. During the 17 years she spent at Ithaca 
College, Peterson conducted numerous ensembles including the 
Symphonic Band, Brass Choir and All-Campus Band. She taught 
courses in conducting, undergraduate and graduate courses in 
music education, and supervised student teachers. Peterson was 
the co-conductor of the Ithaca Concert Band, an adult community 
band for fifteen years.

Peterson continues to be active as a guest conductor, adjudicator 
and school music consultant. Peterson has served as interim 
conductor of the Interlochen Arts Academy Wind Ensemble, the 
Penn State University Wind Ensemble and the Colorado State 
University Symphonic Band. She presents clinics at the local, 
state and national levels in the field of music education and has 
published two books: The Music Teacher’s First Year: Tales of 
Challenge Joy and Triumph, and The Music Teacher’s Later Years: 
Reflection with Wisdom.

Peterson is a graduate of the University of Michigan where she 
received a Bachelor of Music Education and Bachelor of Arts in 
English and studied trumpet with Armando Ghitalla. She received 
a Master of Music in music education and trumpet performance 
from Northwestern University, where she studied trumpet with 
Vincent Cichowicz. She earned a Doctor of Musical Arts in 
music education from Shenandoah Conservatory. Prior to her 
appointment at Ithaca College, Peterson was an arts administrator 
and director of bands in the public schools of Ohio and Illinois. 
She played trumpet in the North Shore Community Band under the 
direction of John P. Paynter. Peterson is a member of the American 
Bandmasters Association and serves on the Board of Directors for 
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the Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic. She currently 
lives in Fort Collins with her husband, Steve and their golden 
retriever, Stanley.

Catherine Ryan
Catherine Ryan is currently a second-year master’s student 
studying saxophone performance, and a graduate assistant 
with the bands department. Prior to attending the University of 
Colorado Boulder, she completed her undergraduate studies in 
music education and performance at the University of Arkansas. 
An active member of the saxophone community, she has 
performed at numerous workshops and conferences as both a 
soloist and chamber musician, and has placed in multiple state 
competitions. In her free time, she enjoys drawing, reading and 
spending time with friends.
 

Andrew Stein
Andrew Stein is a junior at CU Boulder studying music education. 
He has previously conducted for the CU Middle School Ensembles 
program, working with seventh and eighth grade musicians from 
the greater Boulder area. Additionally, he has taught alongside 
other music teachers at the elementary through high school levels 
in the Denver-Boulder area and his home of Northern California. 
Primarily a flute player, he has performed with the Campus Band 
as a bass clarinetist and now joins the percussion section in 
addition to conducting.
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Campus Band
Flute
Kristina Adams
Lily Burns
Laina Eskins
Sydney Jaarsma
Anisha Kashyap
Carina McCartney
Lana Novogoratz
Caitlyn Pimentel
 
Oboe
Erin Stucky
 
Clarinet
Jason Born
Tristan Dornbusch
Lucy Forde
Amelia Kelly
Ava Kim
Kyla McGregor
Campbell Stoughton
Nic Woods
 

Alto saxophone
Ian Gruszczynski
Nathan Kerr
Isaac Mitchell
Rae Sweeney
 
Baritone saxophone
EJ Coombe
Spencer Edson
Ren Hotzfeld
 
Trumpet
Kaitlyn Brown
Xander DuBois
Egan Heisey-Grove
Logan Hernacki
Ava Kaelin
Kyra Larivee
Jackson Murphy
Rachel Nugent
August Rivero
 
Horn
Alexis Johnson
Sean Marketos
Alexandra Neil
Abigail Schlomer
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Trombone
Brennan Faires
Andrew Johnston
Abigail Schlomer
Ashley Stuhlsat

Tuba
Ellis Bieringer
Abby Kamprath
Allison Zulkoski
 
Percussion
Meilani Cano
Rithvik Raghunath
Ryan Schwartz
Victoria Shook
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Concert Band
Flute
Avery Cutright
Environmental Engineering

Ava Flake
Psychology

Tyler Irving (piccolo)
Economics and Mathematics 

Evey Thacker
MCDB

Alexander Schreurs*
Physics

Kierra Simmons (piccolo)
Integrative Physiology

Clarinet
Ashley Bass
Sociology and Queer and Trans Studies

Paul Burke
Music Education

Dani Concelman
Chemistry, Secondary Degree Education 

Grace Cooke
Aerospace Engineering

Megan Davis*
Mechanical Engineering

Madison Monroe
Computer Science 

Joseph Pagano
Neuroscience and Molecular, Cellular, and 
Developmental Biology

Sam Weslake
Aerospace Engineering

Bass clarinet
Nina Low
English

Swaraj Patnaik*
Law

Bassoon
Amelia Dundon
Electrical Engineering 

Kody Fung*
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Adeline Hofle
Computer science

Alto saxophone
Jackson Buchanan*
Biochemistry

Parker Hay
ENVS/EBIO

Aidan Kloster
Architecutral Engineering

Colby Muchlinski
Aerospace Engineering 

Tenor saxophone
Ian Lenick*
Applied Mathematics

Molly McHale
Neuroscience and Psychology

Baritone saxophone
Benjamin Rybnicek*
Biochemistry



PROGRAM PAGE 18	     |  CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Trumpet
Cove Andrews
Psychology and Neuroscience

Alexandra Mabie
Chemistry and Mathematics 

Tavin MacKinnon
Astrophysical and Planetary Sciences

Luke Mahoney
Mechanical Engineering

Murphy Marketos
Physics

Nik Larson*
Mechanical Engineering

Cailtin Reilly
Business - Accounting

Benjamin Sandlin
Exploratory Studies

French horn
Gavin James*
Aerospace Engineering

Jamie Marketos
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Jack Rubenstein
Psychology

Cooper Ten Eyck
Data Science and Statistics

Trombone
Erich Brady
Applied Mathematics and Music 

Chex Grubenhoff
Psychology

Bennett Harvey
Landscape Architecture

Tian Klomp Znidarsic*
Aerospace Engineering

Eagan Reeder
Accounting

Lexi Richardson
Mechanical Engineering

Baritone
Gavin Herrmann*
Biomedical Engineering

Benjamin Safford
Environmental Engineering

Tuba
Tommaso Nocco*
Integrative Physiology

Jacqueline Reynolds
International Affairs and German

Percussion
Devon Bankemper
Biochemistry

Payton Donnelly
Physics

Callie Esterl
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

Sawyer Kuhn
Music Performance

Isaac Mitchell
Computer Science



Since 1920, the College of Music 
offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate 
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training 
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the 
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National 
Association of Schools of Music since 1941.

Visit Website Make a Gift

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024. 
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://www.colorado.edu/music/giving


 is the home 
of performing  arts on the beautiful 
University of Colorado Boulder campus.

Explore All Events

Visit Website

The Drowsy Chaperone (2023). 
Photo credit: Bennet Forsyth.

https://cupresents.org/performances?utm_source=digitalprogram&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=cup26
https://cupresents.org?utm_source=digitalprogram&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=cup26


DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$25,000+
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Anne Culver
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999
Kate and Matt Cimino
James and Peggy Gutmann
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Barbara E Wagner
Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Marda Buchholz
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Babs and Mike Gerber
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Daniel Trump
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499
Maralee Beck and Andy Safir
Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel Sher
Dave Bowers
Visda and Thomas Carson
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly II
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell

Herman Goellnitz
Sara and David Harper
Connie and Allen Hayden
Doree Hickman
Kelli and Van Hoisington
Richard* and Ruth Irvin
Susan Julien
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voillequé
David and Georgia Nelson
Chris and Linda Paris
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Gail and Michael Shimmin
Tatiana and Stephen Tebo
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens
Xcel Energy

$500-$999
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul 
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Sandra and Bruce Dudley
Thomas Godfrey
Linda Laird Giedl
Alenka and Peter Han
John Hedderich
Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
James Klausman
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Connie and Harold Roth
Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Frank Spaid
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499
Mary and Davin Anderson
Ingrid Becher
Cathy and Richard Berman
Laura and John Courier
Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil
Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Pamela Rafferty
Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney
Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Your support helps keep 
our music alive.
Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the 
world-class music education and life-changing 
professional opportunities we offer our students. 
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support 
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring 
the future of music at our university and in our 
community. 

Join our community of supporters! 
•	Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
•	Contact our Advancement team  

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between  
May 15, 2024-Nov. 15, 2025.

http://www.colorado.edu/music/giving


DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$150-$299
Anonymous
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers
David Becher
Steven Board
Timothy Brown
Chevron Corporation
Judy Congdon
Karen Connolly
Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David
John and Zahra Davis
David Flory
Robert Garnett
Jim Garrison
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley*
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Janie and Craig Lanning
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Karen Musick
Hien Nguyen
Gene Pollart
Tanya Ramond
Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
Sarah Royall
Scott Springer
Carol Thieme

$50-$149
Anonymous
Jan Alexander
Robert Barford
Kimberly and James Beasley
Juliet Berzsenyi
Kimberly and Robert Bond
Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud
John Davis
Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Jackie Earnhart
Daniel Easton
Stephen Fincher
Irma and Richard Gallagher in honor of  
Alejandro Miguel Gallagher

Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace

Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
William Roettker
Judy Rogers
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow in memory of  
Sue Ann Symonds

Mary Swaney
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Terry and Janet Venard
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Heidi Warriner
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased



PERSONNEL
COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 

Associate Dean for  
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 

Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  

Assistant Dean for Strategic 
Initiatives 
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget, 
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of 
Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support 
and Programming  
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager 
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis

Production Director 
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer 
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager  
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for 
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and 
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and  
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 

Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 

Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 

Director of Ticketing and  
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant 
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant 
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist 
James Whalen

Lead Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger

Box Office Assistants 
Macy Crow
Remy DeParis
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and 
Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 

Assistant Director  
for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 

Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron 
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

House Managers 
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo  

Personnel lists current as 
of Oct. 1, 2025. Visit the  
most up to date staff directory  
at this link.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
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