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By Adam Goldstein

The Great American Songbook isn’t inscribed 
in stone.

What was once musically new is now vintage; 
what was once the fare of Top 40 radio now has a 
place in the collective pop culture consciousness. 
Jeremy Reger and the cast of the upcoming musical 
revue Polyester and Pearls are more than happy to 
celebrate that changing of the musical guard.

The new, original show—written and arranged by 
Reger, associate professor of vocal coaching at the CU 
Boulder College of Music—features music by the pop 
impresarios of the 1970s, specifically the songwriters 
behind the era’s hits. Burt Bacharach, Jimmy Webb, 
Laura Nyro, Carole King, the Carpenters and others all 
figure into the soundtrack of this cabaret show which 
offers audiences a stage plot partly inspired by the 
dynamic of the New York City venue 54 Below and the 
over-the-top, boisterous aesthetic of the era.

“We’ll be performing on a cabaret stage in the College 
of Music’s theatre with suggestions of the time period. 
We’ll take the same approach with the costuming,” 
Reger notes. “We’re going to take the audience back 
to an era, one of the Gong Show and Carol Burnett.”

This setting will help bring the most important 
element of the show—the music—to life in the proper 
context, Reger adds. For those who lived through 
the soundtrack of the ’70s, the revue will offer a fresh 
take on familiar material. For those unfamiliar with the 
era, the production will serve as a crash course into a 

specific chapter in the history of American music—one 
where songwriters and performers expanded on the 
folk/rock cues of the 1960s and found a new direction.

That instructive quality isn’t just for young audiences, 
Reger shares. The show also serves as an educational 
experience for the cast of about 10 performers who 
are presenting the soundtrack of a specific era.

“We’ve written this show specifically for our students. 
In the musical theatre program, we’re always trying 
to think of ways to help students with things they’re 
going to encounter in their professional lives,” Reger 
says, adding that songs like “Moon River,” “Say a 
Little Prayer for You” and “Alfie” could very well be 
standard tunes for a performer tackling what he calls 
a “cruise ship revue.” “We wanted to open it up and 
find pieces by all songwriters—women and non-white 
composers included.”

The result is a one-act featuring a live band that will 
offer audiences and performers alike an important 
lesson in the shifting topography of what’s considered 
the “classic” era in American songwriting.

“These songs, they’re now what we would call the 
Great American Songbook,” Reger says. “That used 
to be music by the Gershwins and Cole Porter—as 
time moves on, these take their place. This music is 
50 years old now, and they’re still such great songs.”

The CU Boulder Musical Theatre Program  
presents Polyester and Pearls Nov. 12-15  
in the Music Theatre, Imig Music Building.
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Artist Series 90th Season 
Balances Past Masterworks and Future Innovation

By Adam Goldstein

Tradition has its roots in innovation, especially when  
it comes to the arts.

In assembling the lineup for the 90th season of  
CU Presents’ Artist Series, Rudy Betancourt wanted 
to explore that link between established masterworks 
and the bold reinvention that’s always marked great 
art. For Betancourt, who will begin his second season 
as the Artist Series director in the fall, that throughline 
is critical to understanding the history of the concert 
series as well as its future.

“Across the seven performances this season, we’ll 
experience different performing arts forms—from 
dance to music to dramatic monologue. We’ll be 
spotlighting music from the Baroque and modern 
eras, we’ll be taking well-established cultural heritage 
and mixing it with technology. We’ll be making it 
evident that there is an evolving relationship between 
tradition and innovation.” 

Adds Betancourt, “This season, we are combining 
innovation with respect for the past in order to create 
a new tradition.”

8     2026-27 Season



Indeed, over nearly 100 years, the Artist Series has 
mixed the old and new, the cutting edge and the 
undisputed classics. For its 90th season, Betancourt 
builds on that foundation, relying partly on the works 
of Ludwig Van Beethoven as a connecting thread.

The season kicks off with Pinchas Zukerman and Shai 
Wosner performing Beethoven’s violin sonatas. Victor 
Quijada’s dancer-athlete troupe returns in November 
for a dynamic performance by RUBBERBAND. 
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuéllar and Ballet 
Folklórico del Rio Grande will celebrate the holiday 
season with Campana Sobre Campana: Christmas in 
México! in December. Australia cirque troupe Circa 
will unite with pianist Vitaly Starikov to perform Bach’s 
The Art of Fugue in time for Valentine’s Day 2027.

In March, renowned actor John Malkovich will lead 
Roll Over Beethoven, a theatrical portrait of the late 
composer from a crucial stage in his life. April will 
feature a performance from percussion ensemble 
Third Coast Percussion and Pulitzer Prize-finalist 
composer/performer/electronic musician Jlin. And the 
90th season will wrap with a visit from jazz masters 
Stanley Clarke and Hiromi celebrating the music of 
Chick Corea and beyond.

It’s a lineup that fuses classical masters, 
contemporary dance icons and a towering figure from 
the stage and screen. For Betancourt, these diverse 
experiences point to a common theme of artistic 
progress, struggle and reinvention.

“The theme of the season from a high altitude 
is transformation through artistic reinvention,” 
Betancourt notes, specifically highlighting the 
reappearance of Beethoven throughout the series. In 
addition to the season debut—featuring Zukerman, 
a returning master musician performing the violin 
sonatas—and Roll Over Beethoven which will 
frame the composer’s loss of hearing in a dramatic 
framework, there are other nods to the late composer 
woven throughout the season. 

Just as Beethoven had to evolve over his creative 
life—most notably, dealing with the loss of his 
hearing—the artists featured in the 90th season 
have drawn from established norms to create new 
directions. It’s a season that offers what it means 
to make art—discovering and rediscovering the 
intricate balance between respect for the past and an 
unyielding commitment to pushing the boundaries of 
what’s next.

Artist Series
Events 2026-27

8
OCT

Pinchas Zukerman  
& Shai Wosner
Beethoven Violin Sonatas

8
NOV

RUBBERBAND
Ever So Slightly Redux

18
DEC

Christmas in Mexico!
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuéllar  
& Ballet Folklórico del Río Grande

13
FEB

J.S. Bach’s The Art  
of Fugue by Circa

21
MARCH

Roll Over Beethoven  
with John Malkovich
Orchester Wiener Akademie
Martin Haselböck, conductor

2
APRIL

Jlin + Third Coast 
Percussion
Vernacular

17
APRIL

Stanley Clarke & Hiromi
With PUBLIQuartet
A Celebration of the Music of  
Chick Corea and Beyond

All performances take place in Macky 
Auditorium.The Nov. 8 and March 21 events 
are at 4 p.m.; all other Artist Series events are 
at 7:30 p.m.

Find your next event at cupresents.org
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SWEENEY 
TODD 
Production to Revel in 
Sondheim’s Grittiness, Gore

Sweeney Todd (2018, Eklund Opera): Associate Professor of Voice Andrew Garland 
(Sweeney Todd) and Alumnus Wei Wu (Judge Turpin). Photo Credit: Glenn Asakawa

By Adam Goldstein

It would be easy to make the antics of the macabre 
musical Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street cartoonish in terms of its gore and melodrama.

After all, the iconic 1979 musical with words and 
music by Stephen Sondheim centers on a murderous 
barber bent on revenge—one who acts as judge, jury 
and executioner of his victims. The musical, set in 
19th-century London, features a title character drawn 
from Victorian penny dreadfuls who turns his victims 
into literal fodder for meat pies.

Plenty of directors have made the choice to push the 
dark drama to almost farcical levels—including Harold 
Prince who directed the original, 1979 Broadway 
production. In Prince’s conception, characters 
stepped out of the brutal onstage action of the piece, 

offering asides and shifting the dynamic toward the 
gruesome comedy of caricature.

Associate Teaching Professor of Musical Theatre 
Robert Westenberg doesn’t want to take that 
approach for the production of Sweeney Todd that 
will run in Macky Auditorium in October. Westenberg, 
an accomplished performer and educator who’s 
directing the production, is intent on drawing on 
the gritty reality of the setting, the premise and the 
characters to find the show’s full impact.

“I think the show should stay connected and grounded 
the entire time. The songs, the scenes, the scope—I 
think that all needs to be deeply, humanly motivated 
and entirely believable,” Westenberg maintains. “We 
mean what we say and we say what we do. I love the 
bloody, macabre, thickness of the plot. The stakes are 
high and we never step outside of that.”

12     2026-27 Season



Plenty of artistic experience 
undergirds Westenberg’s creative 
decisions. His credits speak for 
themselves—from his Tony Award-
nominated role in the original 
production of Into the Woods  
on Broadway to his stint replacing 
Mandy Patinkin in the title role  
of Sunday In the Park with 
George. An impressive roster 
of national tours, film and 
television credits also make up his 
substantial resume.

Now dedicated to teaching, 
Westenberg is excited to bring 
his insights to bear on Sweeney 
Todd—a production he calls “a 
great show for the university 
level.” With a doubled cast that 
includes graduate students, 
Westenberg marvels at the artists 
he has on hand to bring his vision 
to life: “That speaks very highly of 
the College of Music program and 
the depth of talent here.”

The performers will have 
the chance to benefit from 
Westenberg’s years of  
experience on stage and film  
as well as the insights gleaned 
from a personal friendship with 
Stephen Sondheim.

“I worked with Stephen and 
I got to know him very well,” 
Westenberg says. “It’s going to 
be fun to bring that inside track 
to Steve and Steve’s mind to the 
students, to offer perspective 
on what he thought and what he 
expected with certain moments 
and characterizations.

“I think that’s going to be a joyful 
experience,” he adds.

The CU Boulder Eklund Opera 
and Musical Theatre programs 
present Sweeney Todd Oct. 
23-25 at Macky Auditorium.

Opera and 
Musical Theatre

Events 2026-27

23-25 OCT

Music and Lyrics by  
Stephen Sondheim

Book by Hugh Wheeler
Macky Auditorium

12-15 NOV

A 1970s Songbook
Music Theatre

5-7 MARCH

Music by 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte
Macky Auditorium

14-18 APRIL

By Roger O. Hirson  
and Stephen Schwartz

Music Theatre

Find your next event at cupresents.org

SWEENEY TODD and PIPPIN are presented through special arrangement with 
Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also 
supplied by MTI. MTIShows.com



Dual Anniversaries 
Open Artist Series Season

By Henry Michaels

When the stage lights brighten 
and the expectant pre-concert 
hush falls over the audience in 
Macky Auditorium on Oct. 8, it will 
mark a significant occasion for CU 
Presents: The opening of the 90th 
Anniversary of the Artist Series. 
And just in case one momentous 
anniversary is not sufficient, 
this concert actually marks two. 
That’s because for organizations 
around the world, the 2026-2027 
season is being dedicated to 
the bicentennial of Ludwig van 
Beethoven’s death in March 1827.

There are no finer artists with 
whom to celebrate these dual 
anniversaries than violinist 
Pinchas Zukerman and pianist 
Shai Wosner. Over the course of 
his more than half-century career, 
Zukerman has cemented a legacy 
as one of the world’s preeminent 
musicians. Whether it be as a 
virtuoso violinist and violist, a 
devoted pedagogue, a conductor 
or a recording artist—his more 
than 100 albums have resulted 
in an impressive 21 Grammy 
nominations and two wins —
Zukerman is a musician whose 
reputation precedes him in any 
venue. He also has a long history 
with this venue, having performed 
on the Artist Series in 1978, 1986 
and 1994. A fitting choice for this 
anniversary season!

Zukerman’s partner for this 
performance is Shai Wosner, a 
pianist who has been lauded by 
NPR’s All Things Considered for 

his “keen musical mind and deep 
musical soul.” An avid recitalist 
and chamber musician, Wosner 
performs regularly on stages 
spanning the globe. His lengthy 
list of orchestral appearances 
includes performances with 
the BBC orchestras, LSO Saint 
Luke’s, the Vienna Philharmonic 
and the orchestras of Atlanta, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco and 
Toronto. Particularly noteworthy 
during this Beethoven bicentennial 
season are Wosner’s chamber 
arrangements of Beethoven’s 
symphonies which have been 
performed and recorded by 
Emanuel Ax, Leonidas Kavakos 
and Yo-Yo Ma.

In honor of the Beethoven 
bicentennial season, Zukerman’s 
and Wosner’s program will feature 
three violin sonatas by the man 
himself. Beethoven composed a 
total of 10 violin sonatas and this 
concert will feature a symmetrical 
selection: The First, Fifth and Tenth 
Sonatas. The Violin Sonata No. 1 
in D Major and Violin Sonata No. 5 
in F Major, Op. 24—known by the 
nickname of "Spring"—both date 
from Beethoven’s Early Period, 
while the Violin Sonata No. 10 in G 
Major, Op. 96 is widely considered 
to be the final work of his Middle 
Period. These three remarkable 
works are suffused with all the 
beauty, the drama and the wit that 
is to be expected from the man 
who is perhaps classical music’s 
most revered composer. 

Pinchas Zukerman and Shai Wosner perform on the Artist Series  
at Macky Auditorium on Oct. 8.

Pinchas Zukerman Shai Wosner
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Dual Anniversaries 
Open Artist Series Season

Pinchas Zukerman Shai Wosner

By Henry Michaels
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and chamber musician, Wosner 
performs regularly on stages 
spanning the globe. His lengthy 
list of orchestral appearances 
includes performances with 
the BBC orchestras, LSO Saint 
Luke’s, the Vienna Philharmonic 
and the orchestras of Atlanta, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles, 
Philadelphia, San Francisco and 
Toronto. Particularly noteworthy 
during this Beethoven bicentennial 
season are Wosner’s chamber 
arrangements of Beethoven’s 
symphonies which have been 
performed and recorded by 
Emanuel Ax, Leonidas Kavakos 
and Yo-Yo Ma.

In honor of the Beethoven 
bicentennial season, Zukerman’s 
and Wosner’s program will feature 
three violin sonatas by the man 
himself. Beethoven composed a 
total of 10 violin sonatas and this 
concert will feature a symmetrical 
selection: The First, Fifth and Tenth 
Sonatas. The Violin Sonata No. 1 
in D Major and Violin Sonata No. 5 
in F Major, Op. 24—known by the 
nickname of "Spring"—both date 
from Beethoven’s Early Period, 
while the Violin Sonata No. 10 in G 
Major, Op. 96 is widely considered 
to be the final work of his Middle 
Period. These three remarkable 
works are suffused with all the 
beauty, the drama and the wit that 
is to be expected from the man 
who is perhaps classical music’s 
most revered composer. 

Pinchas Zukerman and Shai Wosner perform on the Artist Series  
at Macky Auditorium on Oct. 8.
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Takács Quartet

Takács Quartet
Nov. 1 | 2 2026

Grusin Music Hall

Program
String Quartet in G Major, Op. 77 No. 1 
Joseph Haydn
I.	 Allegro moderato
II.	 Adagio
III.	 Minuetto: Presto
IV.	 Finale. Presto

Warmth from Other Suns
Carlos Simon
I.	 Rays of Light
II.	 Flight
III.	 Settle

Intermission

String Quartet in C minor, Op. 51 No. 1
Johannes Brahms
I.	 Allegro
II.	 Romanze. Poco adagio
III.	 Allegretto molto moderato e comodo
IV.	 Allegro

Program Notes
By Henry Michaels, unless otherwise noted.

String Quartet in G Major, Op. 77 No. 1 
Joseph Haydn
In the late 1790s, Prince Joseph Franz von Lobkowitz, 
a great lover of and patron of music, commissioned 
a set of string quartets from a budding twenty-
something-year-old composer named Ludwig van 
Beethoven. The resulting set of six quartets, published 
as his Op. 18, was Beethoven’s first foray into a genre 
that had proven such fertile ground for the likes of 
Haydn and Mozart. During the same years in which 
he was commissioning Beethoven’s first quartets, 
an interesting twist of fate saw Prince Lobkowitz 
commission what would turn out to be another 
composer’s last quartets: the “father of the string 
quartet” himself—Joseph Haydn. 

At 67 years old, Haydn was in the twilight of a long, 
diverse and incredibly distinguished career spanning 
both decades and genres. He had been a servant in 
the Hungarian countryside, a public celebrity in London 
and a musical elder statesman in Vienna, and he wasn’t 
showing signs of slowing down. The 1790s to that point 
had seen him complete, among other things, the twelve 
London Symphonies, The Creation, three masses, 19 
piano trios and no less than 18 string quartets. 

It would be easy, perhaps, to imagine a composer 
phoning in this kind of late career commission. Not 
Haydn. The String Quartet in G Major, Op. 77, No. 1 
is one of the crown jewels of his output and displays 
throughout both the confident creativity of a veteran 
composer and an openness to new musical trends. An 
example of the latter can be found in the quartet’s third 
movement. Although technically a minuet by name, this 
movement displays very little minuet-ness in its form. 
Haydn instead opted for such a breakneck tempo that 
any classical music aficionados could certainly be 
forgiven for classifying this movement as a scherzo. 
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One curious aspect of this quartet and its sibling, the 
String Quartet in F Major, Op. 77, No. 2, is why there 
are only two of them. From his earliest quartets in 
the 1750s, Haydn had almost always composed his 
quartets in groups of six, and Beethoven’s Op. 18 
quartets for Lobkowitz had also been a group of six. 
Why, then, this grouping of two? 

Scholars with a real fondness for literary flair have 
suggested that, faced with the emerging brilliance of 
Beethoven, Haydn opted to gracefully exit stage left. 
And, for what it’s worth, it is possible that Haydn heard 
a performance of some of Beethoven’s Op. 18 quartets, 
although if he did there is no direct evidence that 
Haydn was consciously making way for his successor. 

There is, however, evidence of the strain that composing 
was beginning to have on a man approaching his eighth 
decade. In 1799, the same year he composed the Op. 
77 quartets, Haydn wrote to his publisher:

Every day the world compliments me on the fire of 
my recent works, but no one will believe the strain 
and effort it costs me to produce them. Some days 
my enfeebled memory and the unstrung state of 
my nerves crush me to the earth to such an extent 
that I fall prey to the worst sort of depression, and 
am quite incapable of finding even a single idea 
for many days thereafter; until at last Providence 
revives me, and I can again sit down at the 
pianoforte and begin to scratch away.

At the same time, he was busy with the projects that 
had increasingly consumed his time after returning 
from his second trip to London: vocal projects. The 
late 1790s on were marked more by Haydn’s masses 
and oratorios than his instrumental works. In 1800 he 
began work on a new secular oratorio, The Seasons, a 
work whose composition took a major toll on Haydn. 

Whether he was ailing, tied up with other projects or 
some combination of both, Haydn’s Op. 77 quartets 
are all the more noteworthy for their singularity. In them 
we find a composer at the pinnacle of his creative 
powers expressing all that he feels compelled to 
express in a genre he defined just one last time. 

Warmth from Other Suns
Carlos Simon
Warmth From Other Suns is a terrifying expression 
of the duality of wanting to find rest, yet never being 
able to call a place home. This musical journey 
is based off of the thrilling book The Warmth of 

Other Suns by Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Isabel 
Wilkerson. Wilkerson’s book describes the Great 
Migration where many African Americans fled from 
southern states which were filled with the hot stench 
of Jim Crow. The Great Migration would take them 
to a new part of America where the promise of more 
economic opportunity hung before them with wavering 
uncertainty. The author centers the story around three 
main characters. My aim was to embody the feelings of 
the main characters and express their spirit musically.

“Rays of Light”
The piece opens with high-pitched violins using 
harmonics seemingly breaking through clouds and 
refracting in the most unusual yet beautiful way. A 
symbol of hope, promise and a future. This promise 
is quickly interrupted by the fear of never feeling safe, 
which many African Americans must have felt during 
this time in history. This agitation and fear theme can 
be felt in the cello. The three main characters all come 
to a point where they must question whether or not 
they will decide to leave their “home” which is a place 
of unrest in the hopes of a better life which may or may 
not fulfill its promise. African Americans are a people 
who have believed in the promise of a better future 
despite the oppression they have constantly faced.

“Flight”
Though “Rays of Light” represents hope, questions/
answers, and uncertain promises, “Flight” represents 
the unrest that is brought forth when the decision is 
made to act on the pursuit of the uncertain promise of 
a better life. The decision of the great departure evokes 
fear on both sides of society. African Americans 
took a risk to journey through a racist country to find 
another home while many white Southerners feared 
an economical crash if African Americans fled the 
South. These feelings of unrest and fear can be felt 
throughout the second movement through jolting 
rhythms, syncopated melodic lines, call and response, 
and rapid perpetual movement.

“Settle”
The third movement, “Settle,” echoes the material 
of the first movement that brought great hope and 
promise, but now, the movement is more grounded 
with rich harmonic support. The arrival of a new 
place where the sun gives warmth, comfort and rest. 
Perhaps a place to finally call home. 
Program note by Leah Claiborne
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String Quartet in C minor, Op. 51 No. 1
Johannes Brahms
On Sept. 30 1853, Johannes Brahms arrived on 
the doorstep of the Düsseldorf home of Robert and 
Clara Schumann. The Schumanns were a bona fide 
musical power couple: Clara, then known more as 
a famed virtuoso pianist than as a composer, and 
Robert, not only an esteemed composer but through 
his journal Neue Zeitschrift für Musik also one of the 
preeminent musical tastemakers in Europe. Standing 
at their threshold was the culmination of at least 
several years of striving for the then-twenty-year-old 
pianist and aspiring composer Brahms. In 1850, he 
had sent a package to Robert Schumann containing 
some of his compositions, only to have them returned 
unopened. But now Brahms came armed with a letter 
of introduction from someone in the Schumanns’ 
circle: the violinist Joseph Joachim, who had been 
“completely overwhelmed” by a private performance of 
some of Brahms’s music. 

On 28 October 1853, Robert Schumann published 
in Neue Zeitschrift für Musik an article he’d written 
entitled “Neue Bahnen,” or “New Paths.” In this article, 
Schumann practically raved about young Brahms:

“I thought, that it would and that it must be, that 
someone would suddenly come along whose 
very calling would be that which needed to be 
expressed according to the spirit of the times 
and in the most suitable manner possible, one 
whose mastery would not gradually unfold but, like 
Minerva, would spring fully armed from the head 
of Jupiter. And now he has arrived, a young blood, 
at whose cradle graces and heroes kept watch. 
His name is Johannes Brahms, and he hails from 
Hamburg, where he has worked in quiet seclusion 
... Sitting at the piano, he began to explore the 
most wonderful regions. We were drawn into more 
and more magical circles by his playing. There were 
sonatas, or rather veiled symphonies; songs whose 
poetry might be understood without words; piano 
pieces both of a demoniac nature and of the most 
graceful form; sonatas for piano and violin; string 
quartets, each so different from every other that 
they seemed to flow from many different sources.”  

And everyone lived happily ever after!

Ah, if only life were that simple. While Robert 
Schumann may have been correct to extol the 
fabulous potential of young Brahms, Brahms himself 
was not exactly the person most suited to receive such 

plaudits. Brahms was something of a neurotic person – 
fastidious, hyper-critical, and an absolute perfectionist 
who was plagued throughout his life with feelings 
of self-doubt. After reading “Neue Bahnen” these 
doubts began to creep in, and he wrote to Schumann 
that he worried that the article would “arouse such 
extraordinary expectations by the public that I don’t 
know how I can begin to fulfil them.” Brahms would 
struggle with these “extraordinary expectations” 
for years, especially in the genres where these 
expectations were the greatest. While Schumann’s 
article began rooted firmly in reality—“sitting at the 
piano”—it continued into a fantastical imagined future 
with talk of things like “veiled symphonies” and string 
quartets. These were the Romantic era instrumental 
genres par excellence in large part because of their 
association with Ludwig van Beethoven. Schumann 
certainly knew what he was doing by hinting at 
Brahms’s latent talents in these forms: he was setting 
up Brahms as Beethoven’s successor. 

Brahms at first tried to sidestep the comparisons by 
writing music in genres that weren’t heavily associated 
with Beethoven; he composed two string sextets, 
two piano quartets, and a piano quintet, for example, 
before ever completing a symphony or a string quartet. 
The key word here is completing, because Brahms 
was often at work on music that would never see 
the light of day, and the works that did he frequently 
workshopped for years. Perhaps the most famous 
example of his perfectionist tendencies was his First 
Symphony, a work twenty-one years in the making. 
Though not quite so long, the gestation period for his 
first string quartets was also lengthy. It is believed 
that Brahms may have scrapped as many as twenty 
quartets before publishing the two quartets that 
comprise his Op. 51 in 1873 when he was forty years 
old. According to Joseph Joachim, the String Quartet 
No. 1 in C Minor existed in some form as early as 
1865, and by 1869 it was in a place to have been 
played through. Brahms continued to refine it for four 
more years and didn’t consider it ready for publication 
until after more trial runs and changes during the 
summer of 1873. The resulting work was certainly 
worth the wait: agitated, dramatic, and unified across 
its movements by thematic material which all grows 
from the same motivic seed. 
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About the Takács Quartet
In the 2026-2027 season the world-renowned  
Takács Quartet welcomes new cellist Mihai Marica. The 
ensemble that comprises Edward Dusinberre, Harumi 
Rhodes (violins) and Richard O’Neill (viola), are excited 
about varied projects that include a recording project 
of works by Gabriela Lena Frank and a tour of César 
Franck’s piano quintet with Jeremy Denk. For Hyperion 
Records the Takács will release an album of two Mozart  
viola quintets with violist Timothy Ridout. 

The Takács maintains a busy international touring 
schedule. As Associate Artists at London’s Wigmore 
Hall, the group will play four concerts that include 
performances with pianist Steven Osborne and works 
by Haydn, Schubert, Carlos Simon, Gabriela Lena 
Frank, Mendelssohn and Brahms. During the season 
the ensemble will play at other prestigious European 
centers including the Konzerthaus Vienna, Vilnius, 
Bergen and Utrecht.

The group’s North American engagements include 
concerts in New York at Carnegie Hall and for the 
Chamber Music Society of Lincoln Center, University 
of Chicago, Pittsburgh, Santa Monica, Vancouver, 
Philadelphia, Atlanta, Berkeley, Ann Arbor, Portland 
and at the University of Maryland where the quartet 
continues its position as Visiting Artists. The quartet 
will become the Official Chamber Music Ensemble at 
the Segerstrom Center.

The members of the Takács are Artists in Residence 
at the University of Colorado Boulder and during the 
summer months join the faculty at the Music Academy 
of the West, running an intensive quartet seminar there. 

The Takács has recorded for Hyperion since 2005 
and all their other recordings are available to stream 
at hyperion-streaming.co.uk. In 2021 the Takács 
won a Presto Music Recording of the Year Award for 
their recordings of string quartets by Fanny and Felix 
Mendelssohn, and a Gramophone Award with pianist 
Garrick Ohlsson for piano quintets by Beach and 
Elgar. Other releases for Hyperion feature works by 
Haydn, Schubert, Janáček, Smetana, Debussy and 
Britten, as well as piano quintets by César Franck and 
Shostakovich (with Marc-André Hamelin), and viola 
quintets by Brahms and Dvořák (with Lawrence Power). 
For their CDs on the Decca/London label, the Quartet 
has won three Gramophone Awards, a Grammy Award, 
three Japanese Record Academy Awards, Disc of the 
Year at the inaugural BBC Music Magazine Awards and 
Ensemble Album of the Year at the Classical Brits. Full 

details of all recordings can be found in the recordings 
section of the Quartet’s website. 

The Takács Quartet is known for its innovative 
programming. In July 2024 the ensemble gave the 
premiere of Kachkaniraqmi by Gabriela Lena Frank, a 
concerto for solo quartet and string orchestra. Since 
2021-22 the ensemble has partnered regularly with  
bandoneon virtuoso Julien Labro in a program featuring 
new works by Clarice Assad and Bryce Dessner, 
commissioned by Music Accord. In 2014 the Takács 
performed a program inspired by Philip Roth’s novel 
Everyman with Meryl Streep at Princeton, and again 
with her at the Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto 
in 2015. They first performed Everyman at Carnegie Hall 
in 2007 with Philip Seymour Hoffman. They have toured 
14 cities with the poet Robert Pinsky, and played 
regularly with the Hungarian Folk group Muzsikas.

In 2014 the Takács became the first string quartet 
to be awarded the Wigmore Hall Medal. In 2012, 
Gramophone announced that the Takács was the first 
string quartet to be inducted into its Hall of Fame. 
The ensemble also won the 2011 Award for Chamber 
Music and Song presented by the Royal Philharmonic 
Society in London.

The Takács Quartet was formed in 1975 at the Franz 
Liszt Academy in Budapest by Gabor Takács-Nagy, 
Károly Schranz, Gabor Ormai, and András Fejér, while 
all four were students. The group received international 
attention in 1977, winning First Prize and the Critics’ 
Prize at the International String Quartet Competition in 
Evian, France. The Quartet also won the Gold Medal 
at the 1978 Portsmouth and Bordeaux Competitions 
and First Prizes at the Budapest International String 
Quartet Competition in 1978 and the Bratislava 
Competition in 1981. The Quartet made its North 
American debut tour in 1982. Members of the Takács 
Quartet are the grateful beneficiaries of an instrument 
loan by the Drake Foundation. We are grateful to be 
Thomastik-Infeld Artists.
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The Grammy Award-winning Takács Quartet 
welcomes renowned cellist 

Mihai Marica for his debut season. 

All performances are in Grusin Music Hall.
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CU Boulder Professor 

Shanti Simon 
Views Music As Connection

By Christie Sounart
Originally published in the Coloradoan

Last year, Professor of Conducting Shanti Simon 
joined the College of Music from the University of 
Oklahoma as director of bands where she oversees 
the band program, leads the wind conducting program 
and teaches undergraduate conducting. Previously, 
she served as flight commander and associate 
conductor with the United States Air Force Academy 
Band in Colorado Springs and the United States Air 
Force Band in Washington, D.C. Her leadership at CU 
Boulder is guided by music’s power to bring people 
together, an insight she credits to her global travels.

You’ve traveled the world with the  
U.S. Air Force Band. What performance is 
among the most memorable for you? 
The Air Force gave me an opportunity to do what 
I love as a profession and serve my country at the 
same time. My first performance was memorable 
because it was my first assignment in Washington, 
D.C. It was in 2011 for the National Tree Lighting at 
the White House with the Airmen of Note, one of the 
best jazz ensembles in the world. As a young trumpet 
player, I grew up listening to them on cassette tapes. 
And then, here I was, conducting this group for the 
president of the United States and the first family at 
the White House. 

But what I think are the most memorable 
performances I did with the Air Force are the full 
honors funerals at Arlington National Cemetery. 
There are bands of all services out there 365 days 

a year honoring our fallen heroes. Allowing families 
a space to feel emotions during a fragile time of 
their lives is really meaningful. I’ll always remember 
the professionalism and care that was put into 
those funerals, and what it felt like to be honoring 
something much bigger than me or the bands.

When deployed to the Middle East,  
what were your main duties? 
I was deployed in 2016 for six months. My job was 
leading a band for the Air Force Central Command, 
and I worked closely with the public affairs officer to 
determine where the band could be most helpful to 
meet the Air Force commander’s priorities. We were 
stationed in Qatar and went to Jordan, the United 
Arab Emirates, Afghanistan, Kuwait and Egypt. 

Before I left, I wondered about the purpose of 
military bands in the region. It didn’t take long for 
me to understand. The mission was twofold: First, 
to support the troops and bring a taste of home to 
the forward operating bases and second, to build 
relationships with our host nations and allies in the 
region. Every day, music was able to open doors to 
conversations and connections between people. 

Can you give examples of this? 
We would often learn the songs in the native 
languages of the countries that we were in. We would 
collaborate with other musicians, sometimes play on 
radio programs. We were not just representing the 
Air Force—we were representing the United States in 
these missions. 
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When we were at school performances, we knew these 
interactions with kids could have a long-term impact on how 
they view the United States. Once, the band was setting up in a 
cafeteria surrounded by windows. The kids were coming to the 
windows and looking in. They could not wait to get in. Then they 
had a wonderful experience singing along and, at the end, the 
kids came up and hugged the musicians, hugged someone in an 
American uniform. I looked at those interactions as a chipping 
away at the negative narrative and replacing it with a positive 
experience that really only music can do. 

Another time, we went to a NATO base in Kabul, Afghanistan, to 
perform for the troops. One day, we were instructed to go to the 
Afghan side of the base. To do this, we had to get armored up 
and travel in an armored vehicle from one side of the base to the 
other. We set up in a hangar to create an atmosphere where the 
NATO and Afghan troops could share time together. When we first 
started the concert, the troops kept to different sides and didn’t 
talk to each other. But by the end of the hour, people had gone 
to the other side and were having conversations. We gave them a 
chance to get to know each other as people through music.

Was there something about  
CU Boulder that inspired you and 
your family to move to Colorado? 
The College of Music has a mission to develop its students as 
universal musicians. This resonated with me because, after 
my professional experience with the Air Force bands, I saw 
a disconnect between what I learned in my studies and what 
I ended up doing with the Air Force. Now, I want to try to 
bridge that gap so that we’re preparing our students the best 
we can for the professional jobs that exist beyond CU Boulder. 

What else should we know about your work here? 
I’m thinking about crafting seamless concert experiences through 
innovative audience engagement. I want people to come to the 
concert hall and have something happen in the space that makes 
them want to come back. I’ve been exploring all kinds of things, 
from video to lighting to memorized performances where we take 
away chairs and stands.

What do you do when you’re not conducting? 
I have a wonderful husband, Jebodiah, who supports my career 
and everything I do, and two young kids. A lot of my time and joy 
is spending time with my family. I still serve in the Oklahoma Air 
National Guard as a public affairs officer. I also love hiking. I’m 
really excited that this will be my first full summer in this area.

What else should we know about you? 
I love music, I love people and I love the connection that music 
brings for people. I’ve really found my place here at CU Boulder, 
and I plan to spend the rest of my career building on the legacy 
of this incredible program.

Join us for 

FREE EVENTS  
at the 

COLLEGE  
OF MUSIC
	- Faculty Tuesdays

	- Student Ensembles

	- Guest Artist Recitals

	- Student Recitals

	- and more!

Find your next event at 
cupresents.org
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Schedule Your
Mammogram

Schedule your annual breast 
cancer screening for yourself and 
for the ones you love. Because 
early detection saves lives.

Scan the QR code
or text “MAMMO” to 

32037 to schedule your 
mammogram today.

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month

Good Samaritan Hospital  •  Lutheran Hospital  •  Platte Valley Hospital  •  Saint Joseph Hospital

B O U L D E R P H I L . O R G
TICKETS  AVAIL ABLE  NOW

F R E Q U E N T  F L Y E R S
M A C K Y  A U D I T O R I U M  |  7  P M
SATURDAY  |  JANUARY 9,  2027 

STRAVINSKY
F I R E B I R D  S U I T E



Artist Series Sponsors
Corporate Sponsors

In-Kind Sponsors

A gift to the performing arts  
is a gift that keeps on giving.

Your annual contributions provide essential support for the Artist Series, Eklund Opera, Musical Theatre and 
Takács Quartet. Your gifts support concert performances, opera and musical theatre productions, faculty 

recitals, guest artist appearances, the Takács Quartet residency and many other artistically impactful projects. 

You make these performances possible. 

GIVE TO THE 

Artist Series 
GIVE TO THE

Takács Quartet 
GIVE TO THE

Eklund Opera 
GIVE TO THE

Musical Theatre 
Program 
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BRAVERMAN LAW GROUP

303-800-1588
507 Canyon Blvd #203  |  Boulder, CO 80302

Contemplating mortality?
We can help.

Not with the mortality part, but we can make 
sure your wishes are clear, your loved ones are 

protected, and your plan is in place.

braverman-law.com
SERVING ALL OF COLORADO  ■  DOING BUSINESS FOR 17 YEARS

Get the Colorado experience 
delivered to your email. 

Sign up with the QR Code 

Colorado Magazine

Find in-depth coverage of ...
Outdoor experiences statewide

Beer, wine, spirits & food

Historical hotspots & cultural gems

And much more at ThirstColorado.com

Join the Children’s 
Diabetes Foundation this 
November for Diabetes 
Awareness Month. Let’s 

shine the spotlight on 
type 1 diabetes (T1D) 
as we raise awareness, 

deepen our understanding 
of the disease, and 

celebrate the strength of 
those living with type 1 

and their families.

HONORING THE TYPE 1 
DIABETES COMMUNITY 

ALL MONTH LONG
Did you Know?

✤ T1D is not caused by diet or lifestyle and there 
is no cure.

✤ T1D can be diagnosed at any age.

✤ Patients living with T1D make an estimated 
180-300 decisions every day about their health.

✤ T1D is among the most epensive chronic 
illnesses, with annual expenses averaging over 
$12,000 per person.

Learn 
More

or Donate
NOVEMBER 

is Diabetes 

Awareness 

Month



Our People
COLLEGE  
OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 

Associate Dean for  
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 

Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  

Assistant Dean for  
Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget,  
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for 
Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Assistant Dean for 
Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd

Director of Community 
Support and Programming  
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant  
to the Dean 
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera 
Program 
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera  
Program Manager 
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre 
Program 
Matthew Chellis

Production Director 
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/
Designer and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Senior Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager  
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Senior Program Manager  
for Stewardship and  
Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Senior Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer  
and Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and  
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 

Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 

Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 

Director of Ticketing  
and Patron Services 
Dylan Thierry

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant 
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant 
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services 
Coordinator 
Gabby Gillespie

Tessitura CRM Specialist 
James Whalen

Box Office Assistants 
Aubree Crisp
Nico Cusimano
Remy Deparis
Jesus Espinoza Rodas

Sutton Kotler
Johnette Martin
Catherine Oles

MACKY 
AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium  
and Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 

Assistant Director  
for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 

Assistant Director  
for Production and  
Technical Director
Trevor Isetts 

Assistant Director for  
Patron Services and 
Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director  
of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

House Managers
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo

List current as of Aug. 18, 2026.

TICKET INFORMATION AND EVENT POLICIES
The University of Colorado 
is committed to providing 
equal access to individuals 
with disabilities. Learn more: 
cupresents.org/accessibility 

LATECOMERS are seated at the 
discretion of the house manager.

PHOTOGRAPHY and VIDEO / 
AUDIO RECORDINGS of any 
type are prohibited during the 
performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND 
OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES,  
and refrain from using them 
during the performance.

CU Boulder is a  
SMOKE-FREE campus.

TICKET SALES ARE FINAL;  
no refunds. Exchanges are 
subject to availability and must be 
made at least one business day 
prior to the day of performance.

GUARANTEED VALID 
TICKETS can be purchased:
	- Online at cupresents.org
	- At the box office
	- By phone at 303-492-8008

CONTACT CU PRESENTS
cupresents.org/contact 
or 303-492-8008

BOX OFFICE HOURS:
M-F, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
And at your venue one hour prior to show 
open. cupresents.org available 24/7
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For the 2026/27 Theatre Company season, 
we invite you to experience stories that 
sweep you away and transport you to 
unexpected worlds. Stories that come alive 
right before your eyes.

AND SO MUCH MORE!

SEASON SPONSOR ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

Sep 11 – Oct 4, 2026

Apr 30 – May 30, 2027

Oct 2 – Nov 1, 2026

Apr 2 – May 2, 2027

WHERE STORIES 
COME ALIVE

TICKETS & PACKAGES
ON SALE NOW! 
denvercenter.org/theatrecompany

OFFICIAL 
TICKETS

ON SALE NOV 10ON SALE NOV 10

SUPPORT WITHOUT JUDGEMENT         CARE WITHOUT COMPROMISE

At Chroma Wellness, we provide 

compassionate, evidence-based outpatient 

mental health and addiction treatment 

for the LGBTQIA+ community. Our 

mission is to bridge critical gaps in care 

and empower individuals to heal, grow, 

and thrive in an a�  rming and inclusive 

environment.

VISIT US ONLINE OR REACH OUT TO LEARN MORE 
www.ChromaWellnessCenter.com • 720-303-5994 • info@chromawellnesscenter.com



MINA GAJIĆ, Artistic Director
ZACHARY CARRETTIN, Music Director

2/19/2027 at 7:30pm Grace Commons (lecture at 6:30)

featuring Mina Gajic with CORE

BUY TICKETS   THEDAIRY.ORG  | (303) 444-7328
LEARN MORE   COmpassREsonance.org

12/12/2026 at 4pm  
Dairy Arts Center
featuring Taylor Raven with CORE 

Splendid arias by Vivaldi, Purcell, Händel, Bach 
+ a Torelli concerto!

featuring Christopher Holman

4/3/2027 at 4pm  
Dairy Arts Center
featuring Vadim Gluzman with CORE

Bach’s sublime E Major Violin Concerto, + Vasks, 
Heinichen, and a world premiere!

5/28/2027 at 7:30pm   
Dairy Arts Center

Mendelssohn’s blazing Piano 
Concerto (1822), + Graupner 
and J.S. Bach!

Virtuoso solo 
tracker organ 
recital of JS, JC, 
and CPE Bach 
+ Haydn!

10/3/2026 at 4pm  
Dairy Arts Center
featuring Camden Shaw with CORE

CPE Bach’s fiery Cello Concerto and trio 
sonata, + JSB’s 6th Cello Suite 
& Brandenburg #4!
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