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By Adam Goldstein

The Great American Songbook isn’t inscribed
in stone.

What was once musically new is now vintage;

what was once the fare of Top 40 radio now has a
place in the collective pop culture consciousness.
Jeremy Reger and the cast of the upcoming musical
revue Polyester and Pearls are more than happy to
celebrate that changing of the musical guard.

The new, original show—written and arranged by
Reger, associate professor of vocal coaching at the CU
Boulder College of Music—features music by the pop
impresarios of the 1970s, specifically the songwriters
behind the era’s hits. Burt Bacharach, Jimmy Webb,
Laura Nyro, Carole King, the Carpenters and others all
figure into the soundtrack of this cabaret show which
offers audiences a stage plot partly inspired by the
dynamic of the New York City venue 54 Below and the
over-the-top, boisterous aesthetic of the era.

“We'll be performing on a cabaret stage in the College
of Music’s theatre with suggestions of the time period.
We'll take the same approach with the costuming,”
Reger notes. “We’re going to take the audience back
to an era, one of the Gong Show and Carol Burnett.”

This setting will help bring the most important
element of the show —the music—to life in the proper
context, Reger adds. For those who lived through
the soundtrack of the '70s, the revue will offer a fresh
take on familiar material. For those unfamiliar with the
era, the production will serve as a crash course into a
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specific chapter in the history of American music—one
where songwriters and performers expanded on the
folk/rock cues of the 1960s and found a new direction.

That instructive quality isn’t just for young audiences,
Reger shares. The show also serves as an educational
experience for the cast of about 10 performers who
are presenting the soundtrack of a specific era.

“We’ve written this show specifically for our students.
In the musical theatre program, we’re always trying
to think of ways to help students with things they’re
going to encounter in their professional lives,” Reger
says, adding that songs like “Moon River,” “Say a
Little Prayer for You” and “Alfie” could very well be
standard tunes for a performer tackling what he calls
a “cruise ship revue.” “We wanted to open it up and
find pieces by all songwriters—women and non-white
composers included.”

The result is a one-act featuring a live band that will
offer audiences and performers alike an important
lesson in the shifting topography of what’s considered
the “classic” era in American songwriting.

“These songs, they’re now what we would call the
Great American Songbook,” Reger says. “That used
to be music by the Gershwins and Cole Porter—as
time moves on, these take their place. This music is
50 years old now, and they’re still such great songs.”

The CU Boulder Musical Theatre Program
presents Polyester and Pearls Nov. 12-15
in the Music Theatre, Imig Music Building.
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Artist Series 90th Season

Balances Past Masterworks and Future Innovation

By Adam Goldstein

Tradition has its roots in innovation, especially when
it comes to the arts.

In assembling the lineup for the 90th season of

CU Presents’ Artist Series, Rudy Betancourt wanted
to explore that link between established masterworks
and the bold reinvention that’s always marked great
art. For Betancourt, who will begin his second season
as the Artist Series director in the fall, that throughline
is critical to understanding the history of the concert
series as well as its future.
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“Across the seven performances this season, we’ll
experience different performing arts forms—from
dance to music to dramatic monologue. We’ll be
spotlighting music from the Baroque and modern
eras, we'll be taking well-established cultural heritage
and mixing it with technology. We'll be making it
evident that there is an evolving relationship between
tradition and innovation.”

Adds Betancourt, “This season, we are combining
innovation with respect for the past in order to create
a new tradition.”



Indeed, over nearly 100 years, the Artist Series has
mixed the old and new, the cutting edge and the
undisputed classics. For its 90th season, Betancourt
builds on that foundation, relying partly on the works
of Ludwig Van Beethoven as a connecting thread.

The season kicks off with Pinchas Zukerman and Shai
Wosner performing Beethoven’s violin sonatas. Victor
Quijada’s dancer-athlete troupe returns in November
for a dynamic performance by RUBBERBAND.
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuéllar and Ballet
Folkldrico del Rio Grande will celebrate the holiday
season with Campana Sobre Campana: Christmas in
Meéxico! in December. Australia cirque troupe Circa
will unite with pianist Vitaly Starikov to perform Bach’s
The Art of Fugue in time for Valentine’s Day 2027.

In March, renowned actor John Malkovich will lead
Roll Over Beethoven, a theatrical portrait of the late
composer from a crucial stage in his life. April will
feature a performance from percussion ensemble
Third Coast Percussion and Pulitzer Prize-finalist
composer/performer/electronic musician Jlin. And the
90th season will wrap with a visit from jazz masters
Stanley Clarke and Hiromi celebrating the music of
Chick Corea and beyond.

It’s a lineup that fuses classical masters,
contemporary dance icons and a towering figure from
the stage and screen. For Betancourt, these diverse
experiences point to a common theme of artistic
progress, struggle and reinvention.

“The theme of the season from a high altitude

is transformation through artistic reinvention,”
Betancourt notes, specifically highlighting the
reappearance of Beethoven throughout the series. In
addition to the season debut—featuring Zukerman,

a returning master musician performing the violin
sonatas—and Roll Over Beethoven which will

frame the composer’s loss of hearing in a dramatic
framework, there are other nods to the late composer
woven throughout the season.

Just as Beethoven had to evolve over his creative
life—most notably, dealing with the loss of his
hearing—the artists featured in the 90th season

have drawn from established norms to create new
directions. It’s a season that offers what it means

to make art—discovering and rediscovering the
intricate balance between respect for the past and an
unyielding commitment to pushing the boundaries of
what’s next.
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Pinchas Zukerman
& Shai Wosner

Beethoven Violin Sonatas

RUBBERBAND

Ever So Slightly Redux

Christmas in Mexico!
Mariachi Garibaldi de Jaime Cuéllar
& Ballet Folklérico del Rio Grande

J.S. Bach’s The Art

of Fugue by Circa

Roll Over Beethoven
with John Malkovich

Orchester Wiener Akademie
Martin Haselb6ck, conductor

Jlin + Third Coast

Percussion
Vernacular

Stanley Clarke & Hiromi
With PUBLIQuartet

A Celebration of the Music of

Chick Corea and Beyond

Find your next event at cupresents.org

All performances take place in Macky
Auditorium.The Nov. 8 and March 21 events
are at 4 p.m.; all other Artist Series events are
at 7:30 p.m.
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By Adam Goldstein

It would be easy to make the antics of the macabre
musical Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet
Street cartoonish in terms of its gore and melodrama.

After all, the iconic 1979 musical with words and
music by Stephen Sondheim centers on a murderous
barber bent on revenge—one who acts as judge, jury
and executioner of his victims. The musical, set in
19th-century London, features a title character drawn
from Victorian penny dreadfuls who turns his victims
into literal fodder for meat pies.

Plenty of directors have made the choice to push the
dark drama to almost farcical levels—including Harold
Prince who directed the original, 1979 Broadway
production. In Prince’s conception, characters
stepped out of the brutal onstage action of the piece,
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offering asides and shifting the dynamic toward the
gruesome comedy of caricature.

Associate Teaching Professor of Musical Theatre
Robert Westenberg doesn’t want to take that
approach for the production of Sweeney Todd that
will run in Macky Auditorium in October. Westenberg,
an accomplished performer and educator who'’s
directing the production, is intent on drawing on

the gritty reality of the setting, the premise and the
characters to find the show’s full impact.

“l think the show should stay connected and grounded
the entire time. The songs, the scenes, the scope—|
think that all needs to be deeply, humanly motivated
and entirely believable,” Westenberg maintains. “We
mean what we say and we say what we do. | love the
bloody, macabre, thickness of the plot. The stakes are
high and we never step outside of that.”



Plenty of artistic experience

undergirds Westenberg’s creative C U P R E S E N T S
decisions. His credits speak for

themselves—from his Tony Award- O d

nominated role in the original pera an

production of Into the Woods

on Broadway to his stint replacing M USicaI Theatre

Mandy Patinkin in the title role _
of Sunday In the Park with Events 2026-27

George. An impressive roster

of national tours, film and
television credits also make up his
substantial resume.

Now dedicated to teaching,
Westenberg is excited to bring
his insights to bear on Sweeney
Todd—a production he calls “a
great show for the university
level.” With a doubled cast that
includes graduate students,
Westenberg marvels at the artists
he has on hand to bring his vision

to life: “That speaks very highly of 28‘25 OCT 1 2'1 5 [\[e)V)

the College of Music program and Music and Lyrics by A 1970s Songbook

the depth of talent here. Stephen Sondheim Music Theatre
Book by Hugh Wheeler

The performers will have Macky Auditorium

the chance to benefit from
Westenberg’s years of
experience on stage and film
as well as the insights gleaned
from a personal friendship with
Stephen Sondheim.

“I worked with Stephen and

| got to know him very well,”
Westenberg says. “It's going to
be fun to bring that inside track
to Steve and Steve’s mind to the
students, to offer perspective

on what he thought and what he

expected with certain moments 5-7 MARCH 14-1 8 APRIL
and characterizations.

Music by By Roger O. Hirson
“| think that's going to be a joyful Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Stephen Schwartz
Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte Music Theatre

experience,” he adds. o
Macky Auditorium

The CU Boulder Eklund Opera Find your next event at cupresents.org
and Musical Theatre programs

present Sweeney Todd Oct.

.. SWEENEY TODD and PIPPIN are presented through special arrangement with
23-25 at Macky Auditorium. " S s

Music Theatre International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also
supplied by MTI. MTIShows.com
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Dual Anniversaries
Open Artist Series Season

By Henry Michaels

When the stage lights brighten
and the expectant pre-concert
hush falls over the audience in
Macky Auditorium on Oct. 8, it will
mark a significant occasion for CU
Presents: The opening of the 90th
Anniversary of the Artist Series.
And just in case one momentous
anniversary is not sufficient,

this concert actually marks two.
That’s because for organizations
around the world, the 2026-2027
season is being dedicated to

the bicentennial of Ludwig van
Beethoven’s death in March 1827.

There are no finer artists with
whom to celebrate these dual
anniversaries than violinist
Pinchas Zukerman and pianist
Shai Wosner. Over the course of
his more than half-century career,
Zukerman has cemented a legacy
as one of the world’s preeminent
musicians. Whether it be as a
virtuoso violinist and violist, a
devoted pedagogue, a conductor
or a recording artist—his more
than 100 albums have resulted

in an impressive 21 Grammy
nominations and two wins —
Zukerman is a musician whose
reputation precedes him in any
venue. He also has a long history
with this venue, having performed
on the Artist Series in 1978, 1986
and 1994. A fitting choice for this
anniversary season!

Zukerman’s partner for this
performance is Shai Wosner, a
pianist who has been lauded by
NPR’s All Things Considered for

his “keen musical mind and deep
musical soul.” An avid recitalist
and chamber musician, Wosner
performs regularly on stages
spanning the globe. His lengthy
list of orchestral appearances
includes performances with

the BBC orchestras, LSO Saint
Luke’s, the Vienna Philharmonic
and the orchestras of Atlanta,
Chicago, Cleveland, Los Angeles,
Philadelphia, San Francisco and
Toronto. Particularly noteworthy
during this Beethoven bicentennial
season are Wosner’s chamber
arrangements of Beethoven’s
symphonies which have been
performed and recorded by
Emanuel Ax, Leonidas Kavakos
and Yo-Yo Ma.

In honor of the Beethoven
bicentennial season, Zukerman'’s
and Wosner’s program will feature
three violin sonatas by the man
himself. Beethoven composed a
total of 10 violin sonatas and this
concert will feature a symmetrical
selection: The First, Fifth and Tenth
Sonatas. The Violin Sonata No. 1
in D Major and Violin Sonata No. 5
in F Major, Op. 24 —known by the
nickname of "Spring" —both date
from Beethoven'’s Early Period,
while the Violin Sonata No. 10in G
Major, Op. 96 is widely considered
to be the final work of his Middle
Period. These three remarkable
works are suffused with all the
beauty, the drama and the wit that
is to be expected from the man
who is perhaps classical music’s
most revered composer.

Pinchas Zukerman and Shai Wosner perform on the Artist Series

at Macky Auditorium on Oct. 8.

ﬂ @ @cupresents - cupresents.org 15
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Takacs Quartet

Poiesis Quartet
A Better World

Oct. 4|5 2026
Grusin Music Hall

Program

To Unpathed Waters, Undreamed Shores
(2021) 22’

Michi Wiancko (b. 1976)

l. Pelagic Within

Il.  Dream of the Xerces Blue

lll. Central Park Microbial

IV. Invisible Eviction

V. Crying, Together

VI. Follow the Water

VIl. Rise Up

Tapestry of the Beloved Beatified (2026) 18’
Jeff Scott (b. 1967)

Intermission

String Quartet no. 7, “Surfacing” (2025) 15’
Kevin Lau (b. 1982)

String Quartet No. 1, “Calvary” (1956) 16’
Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson (1932-2004)

I.  Allegro

Il.  Adagio

Ill.  Rondo: Allegro vivace

Program Notes

About the Program

“An artist’s duty, as far as I’'m concerned, is to reflect
the times.” These famous words of renowned African
American musician-activist Nina Simone continue to
ring with truth today. As humans, we are constantly
investigating and responding to the conditions of
society, and this program explores our inherently
political lives with power, intimacy and sincerity.

The first half of the program invites hope:

Michi Wiancko, who reflects on the climate disasters
that have devastated vulnerable populations, honors
the resilience and eternal beauty of the natural world.
The program features two of our most meaningful
commissions: Jeff Scott, commissioned through the
Caramoor Center, highlights the well-documented
history of LGBTQ+ artist-activists Marsha P. Johnson,
Harvey Milk, Silvia Rivera and Jeanne Manford. With
exhilarating and complex textures featuring sections

of spoken chant, in Jeff’s words, “their stories rise
through the music not as relics of struggle but as
luminous presences.” Following intermission, Lau’s
Quartet No. 7—which was inspired by a familial trauma,
when the composer’s newborn son was diagnosed with
a rare liver disease—navigates the parallel processes
of recovery and growth, surfacing from the depths of
strife and hardship with a renewed exuberance.

We end with Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson’s inimitable
“Calvary” quartet, which has been in our quartet’s
repertoire from our very first time playing together.
Based on the African American spiritual of the same
title, this work tells the story of Jesus’ crucifixion,
signifying the resistance and deliverance of Black

The POIESIS QUARTET appears by arrangement with:
MKI Artists
mkiartists.com
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Americans in the past, present, and future. Ultimately,
this program is an artistic lesson in resilience and
strength, providing us with an opportunity to mourn,
celebrate and grow together. A better world is
possible, and it starts here.

Tapestry of the Beloved Beatified (2026) 18’
Jeff Scott (b. 1967)

Jeff Scott’s Tapestry of the Beloved Beatified honors
queer radicals in history, including Marsha P. Johnson
and Harvey Milk, by canonizing them as saints. The
music uses a range of musical traditions from Africa,
including dance rhythms, spoken prayer-like text in
languages between Yoruba and Latin, and mimicry of
the mbira, a traditional West African finger-plucking
instrument. There are emotions ranging from violence
and sadness to hope and celebration. It’s a really
beautiful and reflective work!

Program note by the Poiesis Quartet

String Quartet no. 7, “Surfacing” (2025) 15’
Kevin Lau (b. 1982)

My last three string quartets were composed virtually
back-to-back over a period of two years. Perhaps
naturally, | came to see the Seventh Quartet as the
final instalment in a trilogy of sorts, which began with
the fantastical Fifth (“The Train to Improbable Places”),
followed by the considerably darker Sixth (“...like

the stars in the firmament”). In my mind, the Seventh
offers dramatic closure to the musical and existential
questions posed by these previous quartets, while
simultaneously paving the way for new horizons.

The title was inspired by a sensation | can only
describe as a kind of defiant euphoria. It is the feeling
of emerging from the abyss into a bright, almost
impossibly open space. At times, there is a violence to
this surfacing, like a gasp of air after being underwater
for too long. As a metaphor for healing, it is also fragile
and by no means linear, requiring both hope and
resolve to sustain.

The quartet opens with the simplest of motivic units:
a rising semitone, followed by the same pattern a
whole step lower. Housed within the framework of a
loose passacaglia, this pattern comes to dominate the
entire work via a series of variations that escalate in
intensity and scale as the music unfolds. Punctuated
by airy silences, the initial statement of this motive
takes the form of a “poppy” chord progression, on
top of which an operatic first violin soars. Subsequent
variations build in energy, culminating in an explosive
fugal exposition that borrows freely from baroque
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idioms—the first of several stylistic left-turns into

the past. Far from being ironic or nostalgic, these
deviations have a searching quality, emblematic of the
tension between memory and present. At times, the
memory turns nightmarish; a lyrical, child-like episode
in the work’s central section becomes increasingly
fragmented and anguished. But near the end, a

new melody surfaces; set against a joyous, Celtic-
influenced accompaniment, this melody —which | have
dubbed the “Robin” theme —draws the music into a
rejuvenated landscape just before the piece’s resolute
final measures.

The creation of my Seventh Quartet took place a
month after an experience which left an indelible mark
on my identity and sense of purpose. In the second
month of his life, my son Robin was diagnosed with a
serious disease that necessitated a liver transplant—
eventually made possible by my wife, who donated

a portion of her liver to save his life. After half a year
spent in the hospital, our family returned home intact,
filled with relief and gratitude—but also battered and
haunted by what we had endured. While | often prefer
to keep my artistic and personal worlds separate,

| cannot help but view this piece through the lens

of physical and emotional recovery—one in which
virtuosity, by turns searing, defiant, and joyous, lays
the groundwork for catharsis.

| am grateful to the Poiesis Quartet for commissioning
this work. Their electrifying presence and transcendent
interpretations are a perfect complement to the spirit
of “Surfacing.”

Program note by Kevin Lau



About the Poiesis Quartet

Called a “vibrant young ensemble mid-liftoff” by The
New York Times, the Poiesis Quartet has emerged as
one of the most distinctive young string quartets of its
generation. Formed at Oberlin Conservatory in 2022,
Poiesis is the recipient of the 2026 Cleveland Quartet
Award and the Grand Prize and Canadian Commission
Prize at the 2025 Banff International String Quartet
Competition. A 2025 performance at Caramoor was
named one of The New York Times’ Best Classical
Performances of the year, with the ensemble praised
for its “multifaceted artistry.”

In the 2026-27 season, Poiesis maintains an expansive
international schedule. Two European tours, in
September 2026 and January 2027, include the
Quartet’s Lucerne Festival debut and appearances

in Essen, Berlin, Budapest, Hannover and Cologne.
Across North America, the Quartet performs at
Strathmore, the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum,
and the Brevard Music Center, with additional
engagements from Boulder, La Jolla, and Seattle

to New York, Chicago, Calgary, Edmonton, Halifax
and Salt Lake City. The Cleveland Quartet Award will
also bring Poiesis to a consortium of eight prominent
American presenters, including Carnegie Hall, over the
coming seasons.

Poiesis pairs a rich, cohesive ensemble sound with
a bold understanding of what the string quartet can
be. Critics have celebrated the musicians’ “palpable
chemistry and remarkable warmth” (San Francisco
Classical Voice) and a collective sound “rich from
top to bottom” (Cleveland Classical). Collectively
queer, the Quartet brings its full identity to the stage
through expressive performances and programs
that place canonical works in conversation with
contemporary voices.

The Quartet’s name comes from the ancient Greek
concept of poiesis: the act of making or bringing
something new into being. For Poiesis, that idea
extends beyond commissioning music. It encompasses
building lasting relationships with composers, creating
new contexts for familiar repertoire, and making space
for stories and identities historically underrepresented
in chamber music.

That conviction was fully visible at Banff, where
Poiesis—the only North American ensemble selected
to compete—presented an entirely contemporary
final-round program featuring music by Jerod
Impichchaachaaha’ Tate, Brian Raphael Nabors,

Joe Hisaishi and Kevin Lau. In addition to winning
the competition’s Grand Prize, Poiesis received the
Canadian Commission Prize for its interpretation of
Kati Agécs’s newly commissioned Rapprochement.
The Quartet’s earlier distinctions include the Grand
Prize and Lift Every Voice Prize at the 2023 Fischoff
National Chamber Music Competition and the Gold
Medal and BIPOC Prize at the 2023 St. Paul String
Quartet Competition.

For Poiesis, commissioning is an act of relationship-
building as much as repertoire-building. The Quartet
commissioned Chinese Canadian composer Kevin
Lau’s String Quartet No. 7, “Surfacing”, giving its
world premiere at the Chautauqua Institution in 2025.
Inspired by the fragile, nonlinear passage through
trauma toward recovery, the work has become an
important part of Poiesis’s touring repertoire.

That commitment also animates A Love Letter to

the Queer Community, a project through which
Poiesis commissioned five works by queer and trans
composers of color connected to Oberlin. Premiered
in March 2026, the project grew from the Quartet’s
desire to collaborate with friends and give back to the
community that helped bring its members together.
Through these works, Poiesis centers friendship,
reciprocity, experimentation, and artistic freedom
while carrying the composers’ music to audiences far
beyond its original community.

In July 2026, Poiesis and Caramoor presented the
world premiere of Jeff Scott’s Tapestry of the Beloved
Beatified, a new commission honoring four queer
revolutionaries. Together, the Quartet’s work with Lau,
Scott, and the composers of A Love Letter reflects an
expanding body of repertoire concerned with identity,
recovery, memory, and the possibility of a more
inclusive future.

The Quartet’s recording projects reflect the same
collaborative spirit. Its 2024 debut album, as we are,
was released by Bright Shiny Things and features
world-premiere recordings with mezzo-soprano Nancy
Maultsby. Cleveland Classical praised the ensemble’s
“bottomless depth,” while the album established
Poiesis as an ensemble committed to giving new
works a life beyond their premieres.
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Poiesis is currently the Quartet-in-Residence at the When not playing chamber music, the members of

Curtis Institute of Music through a fellowship program Poiesis love learning new languages, sharing ice cream
for young quartets of extraordinary promise. The cakes and taking long walks on the beach.

Quartet formerly served as Graduate Quartet-in-

Residence at the University of Cincinnati College- Members of the Poiesis Quartet perform on
Conservatory of Music, where it studied with the instruments and bows generously loaned by Jonathan
Ariel Quartet. Poiesis was also the 2025-26 Ernst Solars Fine Violins.

Stiefel String Quartet-in-Residence at Caramoor and
the 2025 St. Lawrence Emerging String Quartet at
Stanford University. Previous residencies and festival
experiences have taken the Quartet to Uruguay, Italy,
France and Canada. In 2024, Poiesis won Concert
Artists Guild’s Louis and Susan Meisel Competition
and joined the CAG roster.

The Poiesis Quartet comprises violinists Sarah Ying
Ma and Coco Mi, violist Jasper de Boor and cellist
Drew Dansby. Founded at Oberlin, the Quartet was
mentored in its formative years by Sibbi Bernhardsson
of the Pacifica Quartet and members of the Verona
Quartet. Its members’ backgrounds span Oberlin and
Juilliard, solo and orchestral performance, education
and interdisciplinary work.

CU PRESENTS
Featured Events

Sweeney Todd
23 _2 5 OoCT The Demon Barber of Fleet Street

1-2 Takacs Quartet
NOV Additional events throughout the year.

4-6 pEc Holiday Festival

CU Boulder’s most magical holiday tradition.

J.S. Bach’s The Art of Fugue
13 FEB ) Gica

The Marriage of Figaro

5 - 7 MARCH Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Libretto by Lorenzo Da Ponte

Roll Over Beethoven
21 MARCH John Malkovich and

Orchester Wiener Akademie

cupresents.org
or 303-492-8008 @ Boulder
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A BOULDER TRADITION SINCE 1923

Come see why every CU story
has a Sink chapter

Find us at 13th & Penn—West of Macky across Broadway OPENING 2027

WWW.THESINK.COM | 11 AM - 10 PM DAILY

FINE ART PRINTING
& CUSTOM FRAMING

Our Fine Art Giclée prints are created
to the highest standards and will make
your images look amazing. Printed
using state of the art High Definition
pigment inks, you will see vibrant colors,
smooth gradients and enhanced detail.

We are here to assist you with the design of your frame and to
help you choose the best molding, mat and glass combinations that
willenhance your artwork, and the environment you display it in

Colorado’s favorite photography, video, & imaging source since 1967

BOULDER 2500 PEARL STREET 303-433-(715

DENVER | WHEAT RIDGE | LONE TREE | COLORADO SPRINGS




SPONSOR

SPONSOR

GHISTORIC CHARM

— FORTHE —

SMODERN ©IRAVELER
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Discover the scenic beauty & vibrant energy
at the historic Hotel Boulderado, just one block
from Pearl Street Mall. Enjoy modern amenities,

elegant event venues, charming Victorian

ambiance and three in-house restaurants and bars

SPRUGE BAR

Jwm & fish il

BOULDERADO.COM | 303.442.4344 | 2115 13 ™ STREET BOULDER, CO. 80302




Founded by Musicians.
Supporting Musicians.

Come play
with us!

Now Serving at Two Locations

1Superior Drive 956 West Cherry Street
Superior, Colorado Louisville, Colorado

www.paulscoffeeandtea.com




SPONSOR
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Takacs Quartet
Events 2026-27

13-14

SEPT

4-5

OCT

1-2

NOV

10-11

JAN

28-1

FEB-MAR

25-26

APRIL

Sept. 13, 4 p.m.
Sept. 14, 7:30 p.m.

Poiesis Quartet
Oct. 4, 4 p.m.
Oct. 5, 7:30 p.m.

Nov. 1, 4 p.m.
Nov. 2, 7:30 p.m.

Jan. 10, 4 p.m.
Jan. 11, 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 28,4 p.m.
March 1, 7:30 p.m.

April 25, 4 p.m.
April 26, 7:30 p.m.

The Grammy Award-winning Takdcs Quartet
welcomes renowned cellist
Mihai Marica for his debut season.

All performances are in Grusin Music Hall.

4- 6 Macky Auditorium
DEC cupresents.org

‘Qj Boulder

Find your next event at
cupresents.org




ARAPAHOE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Serving Pets and our Community Since 1954

‘.... FULL-SERVICE
VETERINARY CARE
for SMALL ANIMALS
BIRDS ~ EXOTICS

s PET BOARDING

DOGGIE DAY CARE

8% DAY & EVENING HOURS

7 DAYS/WEEK with
FVC\IDER'T/E:)ZTNED TWO Convenient
YOURPETS Locations
Main Hospital Downtown Hospital
5585 Arapahoe Avenue A 1730 15th Street
(behind Boulder Dinner Theater) (between Arapahoe & Canyon)
Boulder, CO 80303 i Boulder, CO 80302

303-442-7033 T 303-442-7036
www.arapahoeanimalhospital.com

Your tree &
greenery experts.

Tree and Shrub Pruning

Tree Cabling, Bracing, and Removals
Custom Blend Fertilization

Insect, Mite, and Disease Treatments
Organic Lawn Care

Call our experts for a complimentary consultation.

(303) 554-7035
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The Annual Eklund Opera Gala

Celebrate the next generation of opera artists during an elegant evening of
extraordinary performances and fine dining. Proceeds support scholarships,
productions, and professional training for Eklund Opera students.
Whether you're a lifelong opera enthusiast or discovering opera for the first time,
you’ll be warmly welcomed at this beloved annual event.

Sunday, February 7,202/

5:00-8:30 p.m. | The Academy University Hill | 970 Aurora Avenue, Boulder, CO 80302

Experience Opera. Inspire Tomorrow.

Save the date and reserve your seats today!

For more information or to purchase tickets, contact musicevents@colorado.edu.

Tickets: $275 Per Person | Cocktail Attire

% College of Music
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO BOULDER




CU COLLECTS: Imagining a Creative Campus
July 7, 2026—Spring 2027

RHIZOME: Origins. Celebrating 30 Years
of the Artnauts Collective
September 4—December 12, 2026

Expressions of Identity in Ancient Greek Coins

Admission is Always Free and All are Welcome!

A detail of Charles Partridge Adams, Sunrise on the Mountains at the Head of Moraine Park,
c. 1920s (detail). Gift of Philip, Albert, and Charles P. Adams Jr., CU Art Museum, University of
Colorado Boulder, 86.1825. Photo by Jeff Wells, © CU Art Museum.




CU Boulder Professor

Shanti Simon

Views Music As Connection

By Christie Sounart
Originally published in the Coloradoan

Last year, Professor of Conducting Shanti Simon
joined the College of Music from the University of
Oklahoma as director of bands where she oversees
the band program, leads the wind conducting program
and teaches undergraduate conducting. Previously,
she served as flight commander and associate
conductor with the United States Air Force Academy
Band in Colorado Springs and the United States Air
Force Band in Washington, D.C. Her leadership at CU
Boulder is guided by music’s power to bring people
together, an insight she credits to her global travels.

You’ve traveled the world with the
U.S. Air Force Band. What performance is
among the most memorable for you?

The Air Force gave me an opportunity to do what

| love as a profession and serve my country at the
same time. My first performance was memorable
because it was my first assignment in Washington,
D.C. It was in 2011 for the National Tree Lighting at
the White House with the Airmen of Note, one of the
best jazz ensembles in the world. As a young trumpet
player, | grew up listening to them on cassette tapes.
And then, here | was, conducting this group for the
president of the United States and the first family at
the White House.

But what | think are the most memorable
performances | did with the Air Force are the full
honors funerals at Arlington National Cemetery.
There are bands of all services out there 365 days

24 CU PRESENTS 2026-27 Season

a year honoring our fallen heroes. Allowing families
a space to feel emotions during a fragile time of
their lives is really meaningful. I'll always remember
the professionalism and care that was put into
those funerals, and what it felt like to be honoring
something much bigger than me or the bands.

When deployed to the Middle East,
what were your main duties?

| was deployed in 2016 for six months. My job was
leading a band for the Air Force Central Command,
and | worked closely with the public affairs officer to
determine where the band could be most helpful to
meet the Air Force commander’s priorities. We were
stationed in Qatar and went to Jordan, the United
Arab Emirates, Afghanistan, Kuwait and Egypt.

Before | left, | wondered about the purpose of
military bands in the region. It didn’t take long for
me to understand. The mission was twofold: First,
to support the troops and bring a taste of home to
the forward operating bases and second, to build
relationships with our host nations and allies in the
region. Every day, music was able to open doors to
conversations and connections between people.

Can you give examples of this?

We would often learn the songs in the native
languages of the countries that we were in. We would
collaborate with other musicians, sometimes play on
radio programs. We were not just representing the
Air Force—we were representing the United States in
these missions.



When we were at school performances, we knew these
interactions with kids could have a long-term impact on how
they view the United States. Once, the band was setting up in a
cafeteria surrounded by windows. The kids were coming to the
windows and looking in. They could not wait to get in. Then they
had a wonderful experience singing along and, at the end, the
kids came up and hugged the musicians, hugged someone in an
American uniform. | looked at those interactions as a chipping
away at the negative narrative and replacing it with a positive
experience that really only music can do.

Another time, we went to a NATO base in Kabul, Afghanistan, to
perform for the troops. One day, we were instructed to go to the
Afghan side of the base. To do this, we had to get armored up
and travel in an armored vehicle from one side of the base to the
other. We set up in a hangar to create an atmosphere where the
NATO and Afghan troops could share time together. When we first
started the concert, the troops kept to different sides and didn’t
talk to each other. But by the end of the hour, people had gone

to the other side and were having conversations. We gave them a
chance to get to know each other as people through music.

Was there something about
CU Boulder that inspired you and
your family to move to Colorado?

The College of Music has a mission to develop its students as
universal musicians. This resonated with me because, after
my professional experience with the Air Force bands, | saw

a disconnect between what | learned in my studies and what

| ended up doing with the Air Force. Now, | want to try to
bridge that gap so that we’re preparing our students the best
we can for the professional jobs that exist beyond CU Boulder.

What else should we know about your work here?

I’m thinking about crafting seamless concert experiences through
innovative audience engagement. | want people to come to the
concert hall and have something happen in the space that makes
them want to come back. I've been exploring all kinds of things,
from video to lighting to memorized performances where we take
away chairs and stands.

What do you do when you’re not conducting?

| have a wonderful husband, Jebodiah, who supports my career
and everything | do, and two young kids. A lot of my time and joy
is spending time with my family. | still serve in the Oklahoma Air
National Guard as a public affairs officer. | also love hiking. I'm
really excited that this will be my first full summer in this area.

What else should we know about you?

| love music, | love people and | love the connection that music

brings for people. I've really found my place here at CU Boulder,
and | plan to spend the rest of my career building on the legacy
of this incredible program.

CU* PRESENTS

Join us for

FREE EVENTS
at the

COLLEGE
OF MUSIC

Faculty Tuesdays
Student Ensembles
Guest Artist Recitals
Student Recitals
and more!

Find your next event at
cupresents.org




Our Supporters

ARTIST SERIES
$10,000-$24,999

Barbara Christoffersen

Maryan Jaross and Thomas Lepak
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris

$5,000-$9,999

Marilyn Carol and Robert Weaver
Dick Dunn

Maggie and John Mckune

$2,500-$4,999
Boulder CPA Group
Daryl and Kay James

$1,000-$2,499

Mary Lamy

Bob Lynch

Joan McLean Braun
Flo Phillips

Jane and Ric Reverand
Ann and Gary Yost

$500-$999
Marty Coffin Evans and
Robert Trembly I
Kumiko lwata
Sandra and Bob McCalmon
Alan* and Judy Megibow
Barbara Springer and
Clay Robinson
Heather Van Dusen

$300-$499

Anonymous

William Arndt in memory of
Arlyne Arndt

Alice and Judah Levine

Evelyn Taylor

$150-$299

Rudy and Rebecca Betancourt
Shirley Carnahan

Cathy Cloutier

Bev and Bruce Fest

Mark Halperin and Susan Lennox
Jerry and Heidi Lynch

Shirley and Don Reed

$50-$149
Anonymous
Louise and Martin Bickman
Mary Bley
Thomas Bonfili
Lauren Jost and Woody Rubin
Steven Meyrich* and
Mary Ann Shea
Julie Pogachefsky
Dennis Robinson
Allison and Andrew Schwartz
Carol and Peter Tierney
Ellen and Adam Tschida
Geoffrey Tyndall
Laurie Watkins and David Nelson
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EKLUND OPERA

$10,000+

The Academy Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

Gregg Butterfield

Barbara Christoffersen

Denver Lyric Opera Guild

Sally Eckert

Gail Promboin

Mikhy and Mike Ritter

$5,000-$9,999

Harry Poehimann in memory of
Eleanor Poehimann

Frank Spaid

$2,500-$4,999
The Boeing Company
Rudy and Margaret Perez

$1,000-$2,499

Judith Bowers

Visda and Thomas Carson

Lloyd and Mary Gelman

Ellen and John Gille

Dennis Peterson

Vivianne and Joel Pokorny

Elizabeth Sweeney in memory
of Robert S. Graham

$500-$999

Anonymous

Marty Coffin Evans and
Robert Trembly I

Ruth Irvin

Helen Stone

Walter Taylor

$300-$499

Sara-Jane and Bill Cohen

Alan Pittman

Leslie and Bill Pizzi

Edith Zagona and Joseph Prizio

$150-$299

Aya Jones in honor of
Paul and Kristina Eklund

Eileen Kintsch

MaryAnn and Steve Langer

Bob Lynch

Jerry and Heidi Lynch

Preston Vaughn

Pete Wall in memory of
George Leon Kiteley and
Samuel James Kiteley

$50-$149

Anonymous

David Babinet

Susan and Robert Burton
Ann Cairns and Larry Bangs
Clayton Claassen

Jane Colonno

Susan Graber

PRESENTS 2026-27 Season

Cheryl and James Hogan

Leigh Holman-Johnson

Judy and Harrie Lewis

Arthur Lieb

Sarah Martin

Mutsumi Moteki and David Kirtley
Brooke and Gary Palumbo

Dave and Ann Phillips

Kim and Richard Plumridge

Ruth Schoening

JoAnn Silverstein and Nevis Cook
Debora and Robert Smith

Jim Topping

TAKACS QUARTET
$50,000+
Vena Kostroun and Julia Rechter

$10,000-$49,999

Barbara Christoffersen
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Becky Roser

Elissa Stein and Richard Replin
Takacs String Quartet

$5,000-$9,999

Winston and Brett Berry

Albert and Nancy Boggess*

Community Foundation
Boulder County in memory
of Caryl Kassoy

P.J. Decker and B.A. Saperstein

Norma Johnson*

Gary and Judith Judd in memory
of Fay Shwayder

Ed and Pam McKelvey

$2,500-$4,999
Anonymous

Tom and Carol Cech
Robbie Dunlap
Carol Kovner

$1,000-$2,499

Barbara Allen

Judith Dows and Norman Paulu

Lloyd and Mary Gelman

Joan and Robert Goddard

Anne Heinz and Ran Yaron in
honor of Andras Fejér

Doree Hickman in memory of
Chris Christoffersen

Eileen Kintsch

Rudy and Margaret Perez

Joanna and Mark Rosenblum

Dan and Boyce Sher

Kathleen Sullivan

John and Carson Taylor

$500-$999

Barbara and Carl Diehl
William Hoffman
Kathryn Hornbein
Ruth Irvin

Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson

Jo Ann Joselyn

Carol and George Keig

Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Jerry and Heidi Lynch

Lise Menn in honor of
Andras Fejér

Bette Otto-Bliesner in memory of
Chris Christoffersen

Evette and John Ramsay

Eleanor Sims

Helen Stone

Ashley Wald in honor of
Richard Replin

$300-$499
Anonymous
JoAnn and Richard Crandall

$150-$299

Tamar Barkay

Elizabeth and John Carver in
honor of Andras Fejér

Mary Corboy

Bev and Bruce Fest

Ann and William Ford

Harvey Gardiner

Tamara Goldstein

Catharine and Richard Harris

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Yumi Hwang and Daniel Williams

Alice and Judah Levine

Judy and Harrie Lewis

Nancy and Ralph Mann

Grietje Sloan

$50-$149

Walter Bailey in memory of
Chris Christoffersen

Mary Bley

Meryl Bornstein

Katie and Larry Cohen

Joseph Falke

Ira Freedman and
Sarah Seggerman

Ruthanne and John Hibbs in
honor of Andras Fejér

Paul Levitt in memory of
Nancy Irwin Levitt

Susan McRory

Karen and Chris Mohr in memory
of Maryanne Lee Jerome

David Nesbitt and Eva Nozik

Art Pardi

Jeanne and Jerry Ryan

* Deceased

Lists reflect gifts of $50+
made between Feb. 1, 2025-

July 31, 2026.
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October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month

HOUSE OF TEA

Schedule your annual breast Scan the QR code
cancer screening for yourself and or text “MAMMO?” to
for the ones you love. Because 32037 to schedule your
early detection saves lives. mammogram today.

Good Samaritan Hospital ® Lutheran Hospital ® Platte Valley Hospital ® Saint Joseph Hospital

Whole Leaf, Whole Life.
www.kuchatea.com




Artist Series Sponsors

Corporate Sponsors

J
g Center Copy ~ E ENDOWMENT
PRINTING .
Creative —_— AHTS
West -

In-Kind Sponsors

A gift to the performing arts
IS a gift that keeps on giving.

Your annual contributions provide essential support for the Artist Series, Eklund Opera, Musical Theatre and
Takacs Quartet. Your gifts support concert performances, opera and musical theatre productions, faculty
recitals, guest artist appearances, the Takacs Quartet residency and many other artistically impactful projects.

You make these performances possible.

S 0 Clsa
‘T"h 2

GIVE TO THE GIVE TO THE GIVE TO THE GIVE TO THE
Artist Series Takacs Quartet Eklund Opera  Musical Theatre
Program
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BRAVERMAN LAW GROUP

THIRST

Colorado Magazine

Find in-depth coverage of ...
Outdoor experiences statewide
Beer, wine, spirits & food

Historical hotspots & cultural gems

And much more at ThirstColorado.com

Contemplating mortality?
Get the Colorado experience

. We qan help' delivered to your email.
Not with the mortality part, but we can make Sign up with the QR Code

sure your wishes are clear, your loved ones are
protected, and your plan is in place.

303-800-1588
507 Canyon Blvd #203 | Boulder, CO 80302

SERVING ALL OF COLORADO m DOING BUSINESS FOR 17 YEARS

braverman-law.com

HONORING THE TYFE 1
DIABETES COMMUNITY
ALL MONTH LONG

Did you Know?
< T1D is not caused by diet or lifestyle and there

is no cure.
% T1D can be diagnosed at any age.

Join the Children’s <% Patients living with T1D make an estimated
Diabetes Foundation this 180-300 decisions every day about their health.
November for Diabetes
« T1D is among the most epensive chronic

Awareness Month. Let’s , : _
illnesses, with annual expenses averaging over

shine the spotlight on $12,000 per person

type 1 diabetes (T1D)
as we raise awareness,
deepen our understanding

NOVEMBER of the disease, and o
is Dinbetes celebrate the strength of or Donate
Awareness

those living with type 1

Month and their families.




Our People

COLLEGE
OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for
Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies and
Enrolilment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for
Strategic Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget,
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for
Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

Assistant Dean for
Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Director of Community
Support and Programming
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant
to the Dean
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera
Program
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera

Program Manager
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre
Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/
Designer and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane
Communications and
Program Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

Senior Director of Development

Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Senior Program Manager
for Stewardship and
Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Senior Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer
and Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Director of Ticketing
and Patron Services
Dylan Thierry

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services
Coordinator

Gabby Gillespie

Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen

Box Office Assistants
Aubree Crisp

Nico Cusimano

Remy Deparis

Jesus Espinoza Rodas

TICKET INFORMATION AND EVENT POLICIES

Sutton Kotler
Johnette Martin
Catherine Oles

MACKY
AUDITORIUM

Director, Macky Auditorium
and Artist Series
Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director
for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director
for Production and
Technical Director
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for
Patron Services and
Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director
of Operations
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers
Richard Barrett
Scott Wickham

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager
Devin Hegger

House Managers
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo

List current as of Aug. 18, 2026.

GUARANTEED VALID

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND
OTHER PERSONA!' DEVICES, - Online at cupresents.org
and refrain from using them - At the box office

during the performance. - By phone at 303-492-8008

The University of Colorado

is committed to providing
equal access to individuals
with disabilities. Learn more:
cupresents.org/accessibility

TICKETS can be purchased:

CU Boulder is a

SMOKE-FREE campus. CONTACT CU PRESENTS

LATECOMERS are seated at the
discretion of the house manager.

cupresents.org/contact
or 303-492-8008

TICKET SALES ARE FINAL;

no refunds. Exchanges are
subject to availability and must be
made at least one business day
prior to the day of performance.

PHOTOGRAPHY and VIDEO /
AUDIO RECORDINGS of any

type are prohibited during the

performance.

BOX OFFICE HOURS:
M-F, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

And at your venue one hour prior to show
open. cupresents.org available 24/7
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DENVER CENTER &
PERFORMING ARTS

Theatre Company

WHERE STORIES

Sep 11 - Oct 4, 2026 Oct 2 - Nov 1, 2026

For_thg 2026/27 Theat_re Compa_ny season, ON.SALE NOY 10
we invite you to experience stories that

sweep you away and transport you to

unexpected worlds. Stories that come alive

right before your eyes.

OFFICIAL

TICKETS
EIEE] TICKETS & PACKAGES

woh: ON SALE NOW!

[= ? denvercenter.org/theatrecompany

SEASON SPONSOR ADDITIONAL SUPPORT Apr 2 - May 2, 2027 Apr 30 - May 30, 2027
*“SHUBERT THE DENVER PosT @©CBS
FOUNDATION». ~ comMuniTy COLORADO AND SO MUCH MORE!

SUPPORT WITHOUT JUDGEMENT CARE WITHOUT COMPROMISE

240 GHROMA

At Chroma Wellness, we provide
compassionate, evidence-based outpatient
mental health and addiction treatment

for the LGBTQIA+ community. Our

mission is to bridge critical gaps in care
and empower individuals to heal, grow,
and thrive in an affirming and inclusive

environment.

VISIT US ONLINE OR REACH OUT TO LEARN MORE %

www.ChromaWellnessCenter.com ¢ 720-303-5994 ¢ info@chromawellnesscenter.com




MINA GAJIC, Artistic Director
ZACHARY CARRETTIN, Music Director

O L 14 Sl 10/3/2026 at 4pm
o ik EEok Dairy Arts Center
featuring Camden Shaw with CORE

G % 2 .‘T't 7 | X : :i. =
SO SRt Ly &
- :ﬁ 2 .
K CPE Bach’s fiery Cello Concerto and trio
sonata, + JSB’s 6th Cello Suite

& Brandenburg #4!

!

12/12/2026 at 4pm
SWEETER THAN Dairy Arts Center

featuring Taylor Raven with CORE

Splendid arias by Vivaldi, Purcell, Handel, Bach
+ a Torelli concerto!

(ACr N e
-
Ny D ) G/ S0~
@~ ) z N\ .
9 /\_‘I_A\ & {"\ N ~AIN ’/"=\ e & 69@ :
4/3/2027 at 4pm
Dairy Arts Center

featuring Vadim Gluzman with CORE

Bach's sublime E Major Violin Concerto, + Vasks,
Heinichen, and a world premiere!

5/28/2027 at 7:30pm

Dairy Arts Center
S H N n s D F TI M E Mendelssohn’s blazing Piano
Concerto (1822), + Graupner
featuring Mina Gajic with CORE and J.S. Bach!

BUY TICKETS THEDAIRY.ORG | (303) 444-7328
LEARN MORE COmpassREsonance.org
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