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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW

e Please refrain from using electronic devices during the
performance. Feel free to view this program on your
device at any time prior to the performance, during
intermission or after the performance ends.

e Photography and video recordings of any type are
strictly prohibited during the performance.

e Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a
smoke-free campus.

CU  PRESENTS is The mission of the
the home of performing University of Colorado
arts at the University of Boulder College of Music

Colorado Boulder. IS to inspire artistry and

discovery, together.
{iCO {RCO

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is located on the traditional territories and
ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many other Native
American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has caused
devastating and lasting impacts.

Click or tap to read full CU Boulder land acknowledgment.
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https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
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SoundWorks

In Still Life

Egemen Kesikli, artistic director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach

7:30 p.m., Wednesday, March 22, 2023
Grusin Music Hall

Program
Vessels (8:00)

Grace Leslie

Grace Leslie, flute, brain, electronics
Sophia Mehdizadeh and Thiago Roque, electronics

So Shimmer the Distant Stars (6:00)

Blake Clawson
Angelique Scully and David Reid, pianos

Moss Piece (12:00)
Veda Hingert-McDonald

Jordan Grantonic, violin

12 Little Preludes, Book Il (13:00)

James Morris
Jennifer Hayghe, piano
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Sea Longing (10:00)

Blake Clawson

Renova New Music Ensemble
Jessie Flasschoen, conductor
Aric Vyhmeister, piano

— Intermission—

Rhythmic Conversations (9:00)
Torin Hopkins

Torin Hopkins and Che Chuan “Suibi” Weng, performers

Pictures (15:00)

Keenan Powell
Art by Ivan Seal

|.  Saturnine

[I.  The Lovebirds’ Waltz
Ill.  Anecdoche

V. Nodus Tollens

V. Altschmerz

VI. Ambedo

Keenan Powell, piano

All the Shades of Pomegranate (7:00)
Holly McMahon

Indigo Farmer, piano
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Fresh Produce (12:00)

Luka Vezmar

.  Lemon

Il.  Grape

lll.  Watermelon
V. Peach

V. Pineapple

Sam Nixon, flute

Luka Vezmar, oboe

Nikhila Narayana, clarinet
Josiah Smith, horn
Clarrisse Bosman, bassoon

Declaration (7:00)
Carolyn Chen
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Program notes

Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for
more information.

Vessels (8:00)

Grace Leslie

Vessels is a brain-body performance practice that combines flute and
electronics improvisation with EEG (electroencephalogram brainwave

data) sonification. In this piece, | record raw electroencephalogram (EEG),
electrodermal activity (EDA) and electrocardiogram (ECG) signals and use them
to actuate sound samples recorded from my flute and voice. Slow impulse
trains generated by my physiology become a series of finger snaps that reveal
this static virtual space over time, while faster ones become a wet finger
running along the rim of a glass, activating a virtual resonant enclosure.

My natural inclination was to improvise on the flute while using this sonification
system, and | quickly learned to pare down my playing, and limit any overt
physical expression or gross musical gestures, as the muscle artifacts
produced would flood the “vessels” with unwanted noise. The music that
emerged from this practice, enabled by interactive electronics, allows slow
breathing and long tones to bloom into massive sound structures. Through a
daily practice of improvising with this system | have developed a paradoxical
form of “introspective expression” that was enabled by training my body and
perceptual mechanism with custom-engineered, musical biofeedback. In
Vessels, the sonic material is an almost static, digital and virtual space, and
the musical narrative slowly emerges through an unfolding of cognitive and
affective states.
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So Shimmer the Distant Stars (6:00)

Blake Clawson

The immensity of the universe is simply baffling, yet we don’t often give thought
to what majesty lies suspended in space beyond the view of our unaided eyes.
Amid the sliver of the universe that we can perceive, we exist on a humble and
miniscule dot, yet have the capability to marvel at distant beauties. Unlike any
of my other pieces to date, | realized what this music means to me only after |
finished writing it. The textures, harmonies and melodies evoke imagery of deep
space, of bright and intricate celestial formations, and of incomprehensible
vastness. It is not my aim to condense this sense of wonder and smallness

into a six-minute piano duo. Rather, | hope that this piece serves as a musical
reflection on the mysterious beauty of the abyss and its twinkling giants. Where
my words fall short, | lean on those of Carl Sagan to provide some perspective.
Regarding the photo of Earth taken by the Voyager 1 spacecraft at a distance
of 3.7 billion miles, Sagan writes:

“Look again at that dot. That’s here. That’s home. That’s us. On it everyone
you love, everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, every human being
who ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy and suffering,
thousands of confident religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every
hunter and forager, every hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of
civilization, every king and peasant, every young couple in love, every mother
and father, hopeful child, inventor and explorer, every teacher of morals, every
corrupt politician, every ‘superstar,’ every ‘supreme leader,” every saint and
sinner in the history of our species lived there—on a mote of dust suspended in
a sunbeam.” (Carl Sagan, Pale Blue Dot)
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Moss Piece (12:00)

Veda Hingert-McDonald

l.

this is

the tiny-ness of fibres woven precisely like a shaggy rug

or rather we have learned to weave rugs in a style the forest floor has always
known

this is
the way that an organism is simultaneously approximately eight billion tiny little
guys and one large communion that struggles to understand itself

this is
both the forest and the trees (and the mosses that adorn them)

1.
use only the D string

remove your shoes and socks and wriggle your toes into the moss, whether it
is there or not.

stir the air and move it so gently as to carpet yourself in your cool curly sound.

consider that in the ancient life of your violin it may have been covered in moss.
consider that in your ancient life you may have been covered in moss.

.

lay down your being on me

| am made soft for a reason.

| am made soft of centuries of nourishment.
| am made soft.

| am made soft.
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Sea Longing (10:00)
Blake Clawson

Sara Teasdale’s “Sea Longing”, the sonnet on which this piece was written,
describes a complex longing for the ocean. The poet’s words express a strong
desire to be enveloped by the sea; it is perhaps intentionally ambiguous
whether she intends for the imagery to convey a deep serenity or, quite
differently, drowning oneself. This juxtaposition of death and beauty, loneliness
and desire, is a common feature of Teasdale’s poetry. Many of her poems
portray an awestruck wonder at the beauty of the natural world—a beauty that
is as heartbreakingly overwhelming as it is life-giving.

Having been raised on a Pacific Northwest island, | resonate with Teasdale’s
longing for the steady and immutable sea. This choral setting of Sea Longing
reflects a variety of characters found in the ocean, from a still and peaceful
opening to a brooding piano interlude and the rolling wave-like phrases of the
climax, which gradually drift into stillness again. The character of the music
evokes Teasdale’s mingling of dark undertones and a surface of light, much
like the shimmering sea.

Text by Sara Teasdale

A thousand miles beyond this sun-steeped wall
Somewhere the waves creep cool along the sand,
The ebbing tide forsakes the listless land

With the old murmur, long and musical;

The windy waves mount up and curve and fall,
And round the rocks the foam blows up like snow, —
Tho’ | am inland far, | hear and know,

For | was born the sea’s eternal thrall.

| would that | were there and over me

The cold insistence of the tide would roll,
Quenching this burning thing men call the soul, —
Then with the ebbing | should drift and be

Less than the smallest shell along the shoal,

Less than the sea-gulls calling to the sea.
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Rhythmic Conversations (9:00)

Torin Hopkins

Rhythmic Conversations is an audience-interactive performance with Al-driven
virtual drummers and a solo guitar player. This performance ties the ancient
art of communal music making with today’s cutting-edge technology, offering
a reconceptualization of modern performance, performer, and audience
dynamics. By leveraging Al generated rhythms as a mechanism of promoting
audience participation and engagement, we encourage members of the
community to participate musically in the performance.

The aim of this project is to challenge the paradigm of music performer-
audience dynamics. Fundamentally asking, how do we bridge the gap between
a musical audience and performer to create a more inclusive, engaging, and
community-driven experience? Some audience members will have traditional
percussion instruments available to them, and by leveraging Al-generated drum
beats several audience members will be empowered to influence the resultant
music created by the virtual robots projected on-screen.

Pictures (15:00)

Keenan Powell
Art by Ivan Seal

Picture I: Saturnine adjective
(of a person or their manner) slow and gloomy.
-Oxford Languages

Picture Ill: Anecdoche noun

“a conversation in which everyone is talking but nobody is listening, simply
overlaying disconnected words like a game of Scrabble, with each player
borrowing bits of other anecdotes as a way to increase their own score, until
we all run out of things to say.”

—The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows
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Picture IV: Nodus Tollens noun

“the realization that the plot of your life doesn’t make sense to you anymore —
that although you thought you were following the arc of the story, you keep
finding yourself immersed in passages you don’t understand, that don’t even
seem to belong in the same genre—which requires you to go back and reread
the chapters you had originally skimmed to get to the good parts, only to learn
that all along you were supposed to choose your own aventure”

—The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows

Picture V: Altschmerz noun

“‘weariness with the same old issues that you’ve always had —the same boring
flaws and anxieties you’ve been gnawing on for years, which leaves them
soggy and tasteless and inert, with nothing interesting left to think about,
nothing left to do but spit them out and wander off to the backyard, ready to
dig up some fresher pain you might have buried long ago.”

—The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows

Picture VI: Ambedo noun

“a kind of melancholic trance in which you become completely absorbed in
vivid sensory details—raindrops skittering down a window, tall trees leaning
in the wind, clouds of cream swirling in you coffee—which leads to a dawning
awareness of the haunting fragility of life...”

— The Dictionary of Obscure Sorrows

All the Shades of Pomegranate (7:00)
Holly McMahon

All the Shades of Pomegranate is a musical representation of caring deeply
about the people around oneself. The structure of this piece was imagined as
a story about a sunset, during which, once the sky begins to darken, a forest
comes to life until everything is finally dark. It is meant to be surprising and
exciting, while still feeling delicate and precious at it’s core. It is simply be a
very authentic representation of some of the most precious emotions that one
can feel while living on this Earth.
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Fresh Produce (12:00)

Luka VVezmar

Fresh Produce is a five movement work for wind quintet. Each of the
movements are titled as different fruits and the character of the music
embodies that fruit. We start off with Lemon, a tangy sour taste to it, but, when
used in the right ways, can be a delicious addition to a dessert. Grape is the
second movement, which has a more melancholy feel, it goes with the color
purple. The third is Watermelon, which has a bigger, richer, more fun character
to it. In the middle of the movement we have a moment of reflection, like when
you were a kid and swallowed a seed, and your parents told you a watermelon
would grow in your belly. Then we are right back to the fun afterwards. The
penultimate movement is Peach, this movement has quite a nostalgic feeling,
like a peach tree flowing in the wind, while sun rays glow through the branches.
The final movement is Pineapple which is raunchy, prickly and all over the
place. Together they make Fresh Produce for Wind Quintet.
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Personnel

Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for
more information.

Egemen Kesikli, artistic director

Blake Clawson

Blake Clawson is a composer, pianist and vocalist based in Boulder,

Colorado. Clawson’s music spans many genres, but he specializes in
contemporary classical and jazz. He has collaborated with both filmmakers and
choreographers, and his award-winning pieces Matara and Fantasy Arabesque
have received performances around the state of Washington, including a
performance and award by Seattle-based Opus 7 Vocal Ensemble. In 2020,
Clawson received a Bachelor of Arts in music composition from Whitworth
University, where he studied with Brent Edstrom. Clawson is currently pursuing
a master’s in music composition at the University of Colorado Boulder, where
he teaches aural skills and studies with Carter Pann.

Torin Hopkins

Torin Hopkins (he/him/his) is a musician and triple PhD candidate in
neuroscience, cognitive science and creative technology and design (ATLAS).
Hopkins’ musical practice specializes in pushing the boundaries of audience-
participation and improvisation in musical performance—-using technologies
such as neuroimaging, artificial intelligence and virtual worlds to bridge the gap
between audience and performer. Hopkins, a music teacher of 13 years and
lifelong performer, is passionate about music collaboration, music education
and new forms of interaction in music using computers. He believes in the
power of collaborative music making as a mechanism for bringing communities
together and utilizes technologies that promote participation and creative
expression for all community members.
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Grace Leslie

Grace Leslie is a flutist, electronic musician and scientist; assistant professor
of music at CU Boulder; and director of the Brain Music Lab at the ATLAS
Institute. She develops brain-music interfaces and other physiological sensor
systems that reveal aspects of her internal cognitive and affective state, those
left unexpressed by sound or gesture, to an audience. As an electronic music
composer and improviser, she maintains a brain-body performance practice.
Leslie strives to integrate the manners of conventional emotional and musical
expression that she learned as a flutist with the new forms available to her as
an electronic musician, using the brain-computer interface to reveal aspects
of her internal mental state, those left unexpressed by sound or gesture, to
an audience. In recent years she has performed this music in academic and
popular music venues, conferences and residencies in the United States, UK,
Australia, Germany, Singapore, South Korea, China and Japan, and released
three records of this mind-body music.

Holly McMahon

Holly McMahon is a first-year student at the University of Colorado Boulder,
studying composition. This year, she is studying composition with Annika
Socolofsky and piano with Andrew Cooperstock. She won third place in

the 2021 National Federation of Music Clubs Junior Composer Contest in
2021, and participated in the National Federation of Music Clubs American
Composers festival in 2018, 2019 and 2022 (on the piano). She has also
studied with Stephanie Cheng of the University of Denver, as well as jazz and
classical piano and composition with various other instructors. Her music is
inspired largely by the repertoire she studies on the piano, as well as other
music she listens to. She is excited to be a part of the CU Boulder College of
Music.

Luka Vezmar

Luka Vezmar is a composer, oboist, accordionist and all around music lover.
Since he was 9 months old, he has gone to many concerts with his family and
friends which always inspires him to write more music. He grew up playing the
piano and various other instruments throughout schooling like the trumpet,
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saxophone and oboe. He decided to continue with the oboe and is pursuing

a BM in oboe performance as well as in composition. While Luka’s music
encompasses many different fields, he specializes in classical music, with the
hopes of getting accordion into the main stream classical music world. Luka
always has a very distinct character in his music, which to him makes the
music seem alive. He hopes that the audience can connect with his music and
hopefully leave feeling just a little better than when they came in. In his free
time, Luka loves watching films and building puzzles.

Che Chuan “Suibi” Weng

Che Chuan “Suibi” Weng (he/him/his) is an ATLAS PhD student and an
experienced interactive media engineer and digital artist. He specializes in
developing interactive installations, especially AR/VR and Arduino components.
He has taught technical courses such as unity development and Arduino basics
at three universities. Furthermore, as a digital artist, his works were accepted
to the Digital Arts Festival in Taipei and 404 International Festival of Art and
Technology in Argentina, as well as several others.
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Upcoming events at the College of Music

Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always
be up to date. Click or tap each button to explore upcoming events.

Artist Series Student Ensembles

Faculty Tuesdays +

Guest Recitals Eklund Opera

Student Recitals Musical Theatre

Educational Events
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https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bseries%5D%5B%5D=artist&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/education/

The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional
development, student performances at Boettcher
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap OR Call to make a gift
to give online 303-492-3054
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Thank you to all individuals who have €

$50,000+
The Estate of David Turner
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Wright Family Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Daniel Trump
Renaissance Charitable
Foundation, Inc. (1)
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Jack and Sophie Walker

$2,500-$4,999

Bank of America Charitable Gift
Fund (1)

Babs and Mike Gerber

National Philanthropic Trust Donor
Advised Funds (1)

Mikhy and Mike Ritter

The Seaver Institute

Community Foundation Boulder
County - Aronson Family Fund

The R. David & Suzanne A.
Hoover Charitable Trust

$1,000-$2,499

Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund (2)

Schwab Charitable Fund (3)

Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman

Doree Hickman

Charlotte Kilpatrick*

Bonnie Kirschenbaum

Ben and Pattie Nelson

Vivianne and Joel Pokorny

Tyler Little Family Foundation

Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward

Margie and Tom Whittington

The Benevity Community Impact
Fund (1)

Ayco Charitable Foundation (1)

Bob Bunting

Karen Connolly
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17and Now, 30,

Diane and Niles Flanders

Val and Bill Mooney

gReg Silvus

The Dayem Family Foundation

The Halverson Foundation

Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul
Voillequé

Barbara Wagner

Anne and Peter Wood

Coco and Bret Peterson

$750-$999

Coco and Bret Peterson

Marty Coffin Evans and Robert
Trembly

Ruth and Richard Irvin

Heather and Brian O’Neill

Xcel Energy

$500-$749

Bank of America Charitable Gift
Fund (1)

Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund (2)

Dave Grusin and Nan Newton

Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.

Linda Laird Giedl

Robert Short

Frank Spaid

Sylvia and Charles Coats

Fox Trust

Ithiel Frame

Thomas Godfrey

Daryl and Kay James

John Moore

Lawrence Robins

Suan and Russell Schnell

$300-$499

Anonymous (1)

Fidelity Investments Charitable
Gift Fund (1)

Laura and John Courier

Edward Kellenberger

Madalynn Schmidt

Becky and John Shockley

Robert Garnett

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug

James and Donna Klausman

the

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Debbie and Rob Phillips

Cindi and John Stetson

The Boeing Company

$150-$299

The Benevity Community Impact
Fund (1)

David Becher

Deanna DeMarco

Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle

Jennifer and Bob Kamper

Kim and Bob Larsen

Donna Meckley

Diane Phillips*

The Boeing Company

Heidi and Scott Vangenderen

Trenton Warner

Xilinx, Inc.

Timothy Brown

Barbara and Myron Caspar

Connie and Allen Hayden

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Jeff and Lois Linsky

Mark Melendy

Jan Schiff

Elisabeth David

Rose Community Foundation (1)

Emily Andrews and Brian Ross

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Harold and Joan Leinbach

Pamela Rafferty

Sarah Royall

Rose Terada

$50-$149

Anonymous (1)

The Benevity Community Impact
Fund (1)

Gregg Miller

Sue and Barry Baer

Sandra and Bruce Dudley

Roberta and Cliff Goldstein

Helen and Christopher Gray

Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman

Joan Hooper and Aaron Walters

Diana Kahn

George Kiteley

Gretchen and James Lewis

Kerry Lightenburger

Marian Matheson

Cathy and Byron McCalmon

Kate and John McFerrin

Andrea Martyn and Craig
McKenzie

Ken and Maria Mendelsberg

Jason Mieger

Deborah and Brian Mooney

Constance and Robert Primus

Carol and Alvin Rivera

Firuzeh and Navid Saidi

Susanne Skyrm

Barbara and John Wollan

Ann and Gary Yost

Sharon and Robert Young

Bill Lockhart

Terri Albright and Howard Bittman

Janice Sanders

Patricia and Jim Wilmore

Kelli and Evan Pfaff

Laura and Dale Embleton

Tanya Ramond

Joann and Gerhard Wolter

Tyler Benjamin

Trent and Mary Ellis

Susan Garland

Lois Gould

Brenda and Yoshiyuki Ishikawa

Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer

Marianne and Johnny Martin, Jr.

Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.

Usha and Ramkumar
Narayanswamy

Brooke and Gary Palumbo

Rojana Savoye

Gayle and Thomas Smith

Vivienne and Stephen Smithers

* Deceased
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Personnel

COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Executive Assistant
to the Dean
Lauren Petersen

Associate Dean for
Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies and
Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Associate Dean for Diversity,
Equity + Inclusion
Susan Thomas

Assistant Dean for Concerts +
Communications
Joan MclLean Braun

Assistant Dean for Budget
+ Finance
Carrie Howard

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Joan MclLean Braun

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Operations Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia and
Content Manager
Lara Minichiello

Assistant Dean for
Advancement
Andrew Todd

Director of Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

Communications +
Programs Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane

Program Manager for
Stewardship and Donor
Relations

Shih-Han Chiu

Assistant Director of
Development
Elise Collins

Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior House Manager
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Communications
Assistant
Emma St. Lawrence

Box Office Manager
Christin Rayanne

Box Office Services
Coordinator
Adrienne Havelka

As of Jan. 2, 2023

Interim Senior Program
Manager for Events
Cindy Kraus

Operations Manager +
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena

Piano Technicians
Mark Mikkelsen
Phil Taylor

Recording Engineer
Kevin Harbison

Facilities and Operations
Coordinator
Peggy Hinton

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Box Office Assistants
Alejandra Chavarria
Kyra Cole

Macy Crow

Skylar Pongratz
Morgan Ochs

Lily Valdez

Photo/image credits: Glenn Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, Casey Cass
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