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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
•	Refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

•	Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

•	Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
the home of performing 
arts at the University of 

Colorado Boulder.
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The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories 
and ancestral homelands of the 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many 
other Native American nations.  
Their forced removal from these 
territories has caused devastating 
and lasting impacts. 

Read full land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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SoundWorks
with Boulder Altitude Directive and Renova New Music Ensemble 
Egemen Kesikli, artistic director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 18, 2023
Grusin Music Hall

Program
parallel pursuance (past an unmarked grave) 
Rain Michael
Boulder Altitude Directive

Singsong Chant 
Indigo Farmer
Boulder Altitude Directive

Aeolian Harp 
Mark Arnett
Renova New Music Ensemble

The Cricket Sang 
Blake Clawson
Renova New Music Ensemble

—Intermission—

Gone 
Gavin Kitchen
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Cello Duo 
Luka Vezmar
Marti Flickinger and Everlin Roark, cello

The Jackal’s Farewell
Ned Graf
Quint Hill, baritone
Max Warnock, piano

1. hey, i know who you are
Gracie Fagan
2. Skyscape
Alan Mackwell
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Program notes
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for 
more information.

parallel pursuance (past an unmarked grave) 
Rain Michael
While writing this piece, I was constantly stuck on the thought that walking 
in the same direction as someone does not entail following or being led, but 
nonetheless involves two people occupying the same moment, barely displaced 
by space or time, and if there is a window or similar surface around, a mirror of 
the same point in time may be simultaneously observed.

Singsong Chant 
Indigo Farmer
Singsong Chant has a lot of dissonances and screechiness but don’t be fooled: 
at its core it is a story about love. To make the main theme sound tonally 
unhinged but still catchy, I approximated a chant I used to do as a kid using 
the pitches of our 12-tone system. In contrast with my intentions to make 
the main theme sound dissonant and off-kilter, the bassline and structure of 
the whole piece are inspired by Beethoven (and other romantic composers), 
particularly his use of sonata form and dominant/tonic relationships that give a 
feeling of going on a journey and then returning home with more triumph than 
before. There is a metaphorical reason I put the music that is more familiar 
and comforting to me on the deeper, structural level, and put the music that is 
stranger to me in the melodies/ on the surface to spice things up.

Sometimes my life feels like the way this chant sounds to me—a spontaneous 
burst of wild energy, unsure what its meaning or context is. When I feel this 
way I look back to all the people who have taught me—not with their words 
but through their actions (or music)—what love means, and it comforts me 
and shows me the best way to go forward. Maya Angelou says that “love 
liberates,” and I know it is true because my parents and grandparents always 
try to be kinder people every day so that their kids can feel free to be who we 
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are without shame or guilt. I know it too because I see my co-workers teach 
kids how to resolve conflicts and encourage them to open their hearts, and 
because my friend and roommate is brave enough to tell me personal stories 
about living in Iran this past year that give me the chance to empathize with the 
people who are suffering there, feel grateful for having democracy like I never 
have before, and understand we have to create freedom together and it has 
to be in the whole world. The underlying harmonies and structure of Singsong 
Chant tell the story of love liberating, and they look back to older music like I 
look back to all the people who have loved me and liberated me.

There is a part in the piece towards the end where the clarinet plays alone for 
a long time; this is the grief and vulnerability that come with finally opening up 
my heart after a long period of resisting and fighting. After that, the main theme 
returns in the home key but with more energy, and it can move and dance now 
at the end because it is liberated.

The Cricket Sang 
Blake Clawson
The Cricket Sang is a brief poem by Emily Dickinson reflecting on the beauty 
of evening. Originally written as an expression of gratitude for my high school 
choral program, this piece reshapes Dickinson’s image of twilight into a 
metaphor for the end of a season of life: as each one finishes their work, so 
we all go our separate ways. May we rest in gratitude for the road we have 
traveled. This is a simple song of appreciation, peace, and change.

Text by Emily Dickinson
The cricket sang,
And set the sun,
And workmen finished, one by one,
   Their seam the day upon.

The low grass loaded with the dew,
The twilight stood as strangers do
With hat in hand, polite and new,
   To stay as if, or go.
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A vastness, as a neighbor, came,—
A wisdom without face or name,
A peace, as hemispheres at home,—
   And so the night became.

Gone 
Gavin Kitchen
Gone is a piece that I wrote to express the sadness and confusion of 
passing. In July of 2023, a close friend of mine took her own life. She was a 
percussionist, so I thought it would be fitting to write a piece for her. For most 
of the piece, I tried to imitate the sound of wind chimes which I associate with 
passing.

The Jackal’s Farewell
Ned Graf
Charles Dickens closes A Tale of Two Cities with a passionate soliloquy 
delivered by one of the novel’s most intriguing characters. Sydney Carton, 
referred to as the “Jackal,” is the epitome of a dissipated man, yet is from the 
first not irredeemable. After falling in unrequited love with the beautiful Lucie 
Manette, he promises to always help her in need. When Lucie’s husband, 
Charles Darnay, is arrested and sentenced to death in the fever of revolutionary 
Paris, Carton takes his place in prison, sacrificing himself. The Jackal’s Farewell 
attempts to capture the strange contrast between tragedy and joy in Carton’s 
final moments, as he finds true peace only just before death.

1. hey, i know who you are
Gracie Fagan
I used to be an adventurer like you. Then I took an arrow to the knee.

2. Skyscape
Alan Mackwell
[Watch the skies, traveller.]
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Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink and can be clicked or tapped for 
more information.

Egemen Kesikli, artistic director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach

Blake Clawson
Blake Clawson is a composer, performer, conductor and educator based in 
Boulder, Colorado. Clawson’s music spans many genres, but he specializes 
in contemporary classical and jazz. He has collaborated with both filmmakers 
and choreographers, and his award-winning pieces Matara and Fantasy 
Arabesque have received performances around the state of Washington, 
including a performance and award by Seattle-based Opus 7 Vocal Ensemble. 
Clawson is currently pursuing a master’s in music composition at the University 
of Colorado Boulder, where he teaches aural skills and studies with Carter 
Pann. In 2020, Clawson received a Bachelor of Arts in music composition from 
Whitworth University, where he studied with Brent Edstrom.

Gracie Fagan (she/her/hers)
Gracie Fagan is a multimedia artist hailing from Lincoln, Nebraska. She has 
written for acoustic, electroacoustic and data-driven mediums in conjunction 
with dance, theatre, visual projection and lighting. Her works hinge upon 
examining the difference between human perception and reality, and comment 
on social and political justice. As a stark feminist and lover of psychology, 
Fagan’s work drives forward a climate of collaboration beyond the arts and 
rests between the intersectionality of identity with heavy pop culture influences.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/egemen-kesikli
https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky
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Indigo Farmer
Indigo Farmer is a composer who enjoys old and new music—she particularly 
likes long, dramatically structured pieces with plenty of triumphant and lurky 
moments. She first fell in love with classical music after hearing the third 
movement of Beethoven’s “Pathetique” sonata, and her mom bought her a 
CD set of all 32 sonatas, which she listened to over and over again. She liked 
these pieces because they were exciting and she could listen to a single one 
many times and there were always new details to notice. In college, Farmer 
worked on the Hidden Voices project, recording/researching music by Black 
women composers, where she explored music by Black women composers 
such as Lettie Beckon Alston and Mable Bailey. Some of her favorite music 
right now is pieces by her friends, Beethoven, Brahms and Mable Bailey.

Ned Graf 
Ned Graf is a sophomore piano performance major at CU Boulder.  

Gavin Kitchen
Gavin Kitchen is a percussionist, educator and composer from Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee and currently based in Boulder, Colorado. He sees writing and 
creating music as part of his musicianship that informs his playing and 
teaching. Because of this, he often seeks to create music that he can play. This 
often means it is for percussion or at least through the percussionist’s lens. 
He strongly believes in this writing style and sees it as an easy way to amplify 
his musical voice. Similarly, the subject of his music is often very personal and 
includes things that he has struggled with.
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Alan Mackwell
Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a command of 
complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal), New Zealander-American 
Alan Mackwell (b. 1998) is an award-winning young composer and banjo 
player based in Boulder, Colorado. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore a 
unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his experiences in the Permian Basin, 
northern New Mexico and Appalachian North Carolina using a highly resonant 
and bluegrass-influenced musical language, as well as the utilization of original 
field recordings and interactive/generative digital interfaces. Mackwell is also 
the recipient of a BMI Student Composer Award, which he won in 2022 for his 
string trio Remains of a Permian Gas Station.  

Rain Michael 
A native of Colorado, Rain Michael is a multi-instrumentalist and composer. 
Michael began taking piano lessons before the age of 4 and has since picked 
up more than a dozen instruments, both classical and of foreign traditions. 
They have performed with jazz, wind, orchestral and marching ensembles, all of 
which have served to cultivate a passion for composition. Michael is currently 
pursuing a BM in composition, a BA in psychology, a minor in linguistics and 
a certificate in cognitive science at CU Boulder, which influence both their 
compositions and interest in the subjective, psychological experiences involved 
in music performance.

Boulder Altitude Directive
Grace Law, flute
Gleyton Ladislau Pinto, clarinet
Jordan Grantonic, violin
Peyton Magalhaes, cello
Zerek Dodson, piano
Gavin Kitchen, percussion
Carter Pann, director
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2023-24  
Upcoming Events

Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always be 
up to date. Click or tap below to explore your options.

Artist Series
Tickets start at $20

Eklund Opera
Tickets start at $15

Bachelor of Music in
Musical Theatre Program
Tickets start at $17

 Faculty Tuesdays and 
Guest Artist Recitals
Free, no tickets required

https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
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Student Ensembles
Free, no tickets required

Student Recitals
Free, no tickets required

Educational Events
Free, reservation requirements vary

Holiday Festival
Tickets start at $23

Click or tap to visit the 
College of Music website at 
colorado.edu/music

https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/education/
https://cupresents.org/performance/2849/cu-holiday-festival/2023-holiday-festival/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap  
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund
Supporters 

$50,000+
Maria Johnson
David Turner*

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Lynn Streeter
Jack and Sophie Walker

$5,000-$9,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Dave Fulker and  
Nicky Wolman

Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Laurie Hathorn
Rudy and Margaret Perez
The Seaver Institute
Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Babs and Mike Gerber
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Pattie and Ben Nelson
Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart in 
memory of Charles Wetherbee

Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499
Sue and Barry Baer
Cathy and Richard Berman
Dave Bowers
Bob Bunting

Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 
Trembly in memory of Berton Coffin

The Dayem Family Foundation
Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman in memory of Bruce 
Ekstrand

Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Kimberly and Matthew McCabe
Barbara Nichols
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of 
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

Frank Spaid
Mary Tyler
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999
Joan McLean Braun
Karen Connolly
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Jonathan and Shari Fox
Ithiel Frame
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Daryl and Kay James
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 
Voillequé

Chris and Linda Paris
Coco and Bret Peterson

Lawrence Robins in memory of 
Florence Robins

Gail and Michael Shimmin
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Short in memory of Virginia 
Short

Anne and Peter Wood

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
The Boeing Company
Laura and John Courier
FM Global Foundation in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Madalynn Schmidt
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas

$150-$299
Anonymous (1)
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
David Becher
Timothy Brown
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Elvis Coble
Alexandra Cramer in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Elisabeth David
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
Bev and Bruce Fest
Jon Finson
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein in 
memory of Herb Millmann
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Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Edward Kellenberger
James and Donna Klausman
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Donna Meckley
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Pamela Rafferty
Carol and Alvin Rivera
William Roettker
Jan Schiff
Suan and Russell Schnell
Cindi and John Stetson
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen

$50-$149
Ball Corporation
Steven Board
Barbara and Myron Caspar
David Chadwick in memory of Donna 
Grayson

Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Judy Congdon in memory of Don 
Vollstedt

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Susan Garland
Derek Gulley
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Lynn and Bruce Haines in memory of 
Josephine Haines

Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman in memory 
of Helen and A. Glenn Miller

V. R. Hoisington
Joan Hooper and Aaron Walters
Intel Foundation
Hans Jordan and J. Mulcahy
Diana Kahn in memory of Ruth Kahn
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Joyce and Stewart Kull
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kim and Bob Larsen
Nancy and Paul Levitt
Gretchen and James Lewis
Kerry Lightenburger
Bill Lockhart
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie
Katherine Mead
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Karen and Kenneth Musick in memory 
of Ray and Diane Phillips

Usha and Ramkumar Narayanswamy
Hien Nguyen
Tanya Ramond
Diane and William Reuler in memory 
of Berton Coffin

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Carmen and John Roebke
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Susanne Skyrm
Christy and Terry Smith
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers
Rose Terada

Carol Thieme
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and 
Richard Grubb

Janet and Terry Venard
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael 
Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win
Barbara and John Wollan

* Deceased

Thank you to all individuals who have 
contributed. This list comprises all 
gifts of $50+ made to the College of 
Music Dean’s Annual Fund between 
Feb. 1, 2022 and Jul. 31, 2023. 
If you are interested in making a 
donation to the Dean’s Annual Fund, 
please contact Assistant Dean 
for Advancement Andrew Todd at 
atodd@colorado.edu. 
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As of Aug. 22, 2023

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for 
Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Chris Evans 
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
Assistant House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for 
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for  
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Assistant Dean for Concerts 
and Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for Budget 
and Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
Communications and 
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for Stewardship 
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch
Interim Senior Program Manager 
for Events
Cindy Kraus
Operations Manager and Head 
Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Photo/image credits: Glenn 
Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, 
Patrick Campbell, Casey Cass
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