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NEED TO KNOW FOR THE SHOW
•	Refrain from using electronic devices during the 

performance. Feel free to view this program on your 
device at any time prior to the performance, during 
intermission or after the performance ends.

•	Photography and video recordings of any type are 
strictly prohibited during the performance. 

•	Smoking is not permitted anywhere. CU Boulder is a 
smoke-free campus.

  is 
the home of performing 
arts at the University of 

Colorado Boulder.
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The mission of the 
University of Colorado 

Boulder College of Music 
is to inspire artistry and 

discovery, together.

CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories 
and ancestral homelands of the 
Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute and many 
other Native American nations.  
Their forced removal from these 
territories has caused devastating 
and lasting impacts. 

Read full land acknowledgment.

https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.colorado.edu/land-acknowledgment
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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Faculty Tuesdays
Concerto per Margherita
Nicolò Spera, classical guitar
with:
Cristina Greco, harp
Corrado Margutti, tenor
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, March 19, 2024
Grusin Music Hall

Program
Fantasia 33 
Francesco da Milano (1497-1543) 	

Dis/simulazioni
Nicola Jappelli (b. 1975)
World première 

Der Tod Und Das Mädchen 
Franz Schubert (1797-1828)/
Ferdinand Rebay (1880-1953) 

Cadenza sospesa 
Filippo Del Corno (b. 1970)
World première

Ciaccona BWV 1004
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)    
trans. Nicolò Spera       	  

Nicolò Spera, six-string and 10-string guitars
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—Intermission—

Bugeilio’r Gwenith Gwyn 
Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) 

Glückwunsch 
Erich Korngold (1897-1957) 
Lyrics: Richard Dehmel

L’heure exquise 
Lyrics: Paul Verlaine
La barcheta 
Lyrics: Pietro Buratti
Reynaldo Hahn (1874-1947) 

Duo Exquis
Corrado Margutti, tenor
Cristina Greco, harp

Deux Regards
Corrado Margutti (b. 1974)
World première
In loving memory of Margherita Bono

I.	 Nuit (lyrics: Pablo Picasso)
II.	 Un Ciel (lyrics: Vincent van Gogh)

Nicolò Spera, six-string guitar
Cristina Greco, harp
Corrado Margutti, tenor
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Program notes
Margherita Bono was Nicolò Spera’s high-school best friend. She passed 
away unexpectedly last December. Faced with the impossibility of altering the 
course of events, Nicolò Spera dedicates his playing and this concert to honor 
her life. The featured guitar music conveys stories of her uniqueness and the 
enduring nature of their friendship. Nicolò Spera hopes to raise awareness of 
the stigmatized topic of mental health and suicide, and encourages everyone to 
engage within their local communities to make a lifesaving impact.

Deux Regards
Corrado Margutti (1974)
World première
In loving memory of Margherita Bono

Nuit
la nuit
dans la fontaine
le rêve tord son bec au coup donné 
contre l’air
arraché
aux boyaux de la couleur
cachée
dans la guitare
sa joie enivrée
par le chant de la douleur
tirant
les fils
qui soutiennent le plateau
de la scène
déverse
l’eau
du lustre
le long de l’escalier

the night
by the fountain
the dream twists its beak at the given 
blow
against the air
ripped off to the guts of color
hidden
in the guitar
his joy
drunk
through singing pain
pulling
the wires that support the plan
of the stage
pours
the water
of the chandelier 
along the staircase
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que
la main noire parapluie
à l’oreille bleue résonne
la bulle de savon qui s’échappe
et emporte prisonnière l’aube 
naissante

that
the black hand umbrella
to the blue ear resonates
the soap bubble who runs away
and takes prisoner the rising dawn

—Pablo Picasso 
 

Un Ciel
Je ne serais pas surpris
si tu aimerais la nuit etoilée.1

Un ciel bleu avec nuages blancs.
Un immense terrain d’un lilas cendré, 
l’horizon de collines bleues
et de buissons verts
avec petits mas à toits orangés.2

Un ciel bleu dessus
et un avant plan
de sable gris.3

Je ne sais si tu comprendras
que l’on puisse dire de la poésie
rien qu’en bien arrangant des 
couleurs, comme on peut dire
des choses consolantes en musique.4

 

I wouldn’t be surprised
if you liked the starry night.
A blue sky with white clouds.
An immense field of an ashy lilac, the 
horizon of blue hills
and green bushes
with small farmsteads with orange-
colored roofs.
A blue sky above
and a foreground
of gray sand.
I don’t know if you’ll understand
that one can speak poetry
just by arranging colors well, just as 
one can say
comforting things in music.
 

—Vincent van Gogh
 
1 From a letter to Theo van Gogh, Sept. 29, 1888
2 From a letter to Theo van Gogh, Sept. 25, 1888
3 From a letter to Theo van Gogh, Oct. 3, 1888
4 From a letter to Willemien van Gogh, Nov. 12, 1888
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Personnel
Text that is bold and underlined is a hyperlink; click or tap for more information.

Nicolò Spera, classical guitar

Filippo Del Corno, composer
Filippo del Corno’s music has been performed by Luciano Berio, James 
MacMillan, David Alan Miller, Dimitri Ashkenazy, John Axelrod, Enrique Mazzola, 
Carlo Boccadoro, RAI National Symphony Orchestra, London Sinfonietta, 
California EAR Unit, Almeida Opera in various festivals, theatres and concert 
halls including the South Bank Centre (London), Internationale MusikFestwochen 
(Luzern), Bang On A Can Marathon (New York), Konzerthaus (Berlin), Festival de 
Radio France et Montpellier, Teatro alla Scala and Biennale (Venezia).

The City of Copenhagen, European Capital of Culture in 1996, invited him 
to participate in the collective composition of European Requiem, written by 
young poets and composers from different areas and cultures of Europe. In 
1997, in collaboration with Carlo Boccadoro and Angelo Miotto, he founded 
Sentieri selvaggi, a group for contemporary music.

In 2001 he wrote Orfeo a fumetti, a chamber opera based on the comic book 
Poema a fumetti by Dino Buzzati. The opera premiered in Milano and was 
performed in Torino, Mantova and Roma.

In 2002 his opera Non guardate al domani, based on a libretto by Angelo 
Miotto about the kidnapping and the murder of Aldo Moro, was selected for 
the workshop phase of the Genesis Prize for Opera, and the first part was 
performed in London by Almeida Opera. After a long work in progress, the 
opera premiered in 2008 in Milano.

In 2009 the international Festival MiTo Settembre Musica produced his work Io 
Hitler, on a text by the italian writer Giuseppe Genna. The staging, directed by 
Francesco Frongia and conducted by Carlo Boccadoro, takes place at Teatro 
Franco Parenti in Milano.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/nicolo-spera
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His works have been recorded for different labels such as Cantaloupe, 
RaiTrade, BMG Ricordi, EMI Classics, Sensible Records, Stradivarius and 
Thymallus; his music is published by RaiTrade Edizioni Musicali, Ricordi, 
Suvini Zerboni and Sonzogno. Since 2011, he teaches composition at the 
Conservatory of Milan, Italy.

Cristina Greco, harp
Cristina Greco was born in Sardinia. She completed her studies at the 
Conservatorio “G.P. da Palestrina di Cagliari” and graduated in harp under 
the tutelage of Anna Maria Melis; and composition, choral music and choral 
conducting, orchestral conducting and symphonic band orchestration. She 
specialized in harp with Isabelle Perrin at the Ecole Normale de Musique “A. 
Cortot” in Paris and orchestral conducting with Maurizio Arena. She obtained 
the Certificate of Advanced Studies in Conducting Contemporary Repertoire at 
the Conservatory of Italian Switzerland in Lugano in the class of Arturo Tamayo. 
As a harpist, she plays regularly in France with the Orchestre Philharmonique 
de Nice, the Orchestre National de Cannes and the Orchestre Philharmonique 
de Monte-Carlo. A member of numerous chamber music ensembles, she 
has performed in Italy, France, Belgium, Switzerland and the Principality of 
Monaco. She is passionate about historical harps, and plays both the baroque 
harp and the medieval harp in some ensembles. She is a harp teacher at the 
Conservatorio “A. Scarlatti” of Palermo.

Nicola Jappelli, composer
Nicola Jappelli was born in Milan in 1975. He studied classical guitar with 
Paolo Paolini at the Giuseppe Verdi Conservatory in Milan, where received his 
degree in guitar and composition in 1996.

His encounter in 1991 with Cuban composer and guitarist Leo Brouwer and 
his participation in Brouwer´s master classes throughout Europe allowed him to 
perfect his creativity and expressiveness as an interpreter and as a composer.
He has performed in many concerts and musical events as a soloist and with 
various chamber ensembles (from duos to quintets), including Società dei 
concerti in Milan, Salone Estense in Varese, Lyceum pro Musica in Florence, 
Festival Pucciniano in Forte dei Marmi, Festival Chitarristico in Pordenone, 
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Festival Paganini in Parma, Face International Guitar Series in Falmouth 
(England), Fondazione Cini in Venice, Mendelssohn-Stiftung in Leipzig 
(Germany), Musica nelle dimore storiche della Toscana in Florence, Teatro Dal 
Verme in Milan, University of Valencia (Spain), Conservatory of Florence and 
the Musica Rara concert series held in the Sacristy of Santa Maria delle Grazie 
in Milan, Instituto Cervantes Manila (Philippines), Instituto Cervantes Palermo, 
Incontri con la Chitarra Palazzina Liberty Milano, XXIII° International Guitar 
Festival Mikulov (Repubblica Ceca) and Fondazione “Arts Academy” Roma.
In 2005 he collaborated with the Sentieri Selvaggi Ensemble, an important 
organization within the international contemporary music.

In 2004 and 2006 he was invited to perform works of his own and of other 
composers on live broadcasts by RAI RADIO 3 devoted to the theater and music.

In 2002 he recorded a CD of music by 19th century composer Fernando Sor 
for the Frame Record Company of Florence, which specializes in editions of 
great stylistic and technical quality.

Together with the Spanish soprano Pilar Moral, he investigates the Italian and 
Iberian vocalism between eighteenth and early nineteenth century, proposing 
himself in highly appreciated concerts. In 2004, this co-operation led him to the 
realization of his second album featuring voice and guitar melodies inspired to 
Sor´s, Castro´s and Moretti´s Spanish early nineteenth century, once again for 
Frame. Since 2004, he teaches Guitar at the Conservatory of Mantova, Italy.

Corrado Margutti, tenor
Corrado Margutti was born in Turin, where he completed his studies at the 
Conservatorio “Giuseppe Verdi”. He graduated in composition under the 
tutelage of Daniele Bertotto, choral music and choral conducting, symphonic 
band orchestration and music education. As a composer he has won numerous 
prizes in international competitions. He participated in the transcription of 
J.S. Bach’s The Art of Fugue, a project organized and directed by Luciano 
Berio. Many of his works had been published by A Coeur Joie (France), 
Astrum (Slovenia) and Walton Music (U.S.). Some of his compositions were 
commissioned by the SYC Ensemble Singers (Singapore), St. Jacob’s Chamber 
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Choir (Stockholm) and Nicolò Spera with the University of Colorado Boulder. He 
also performs regularly as a singer in Italy and abroad, having recently recorded 
Madama Butterfly and Rigoletto with Casa Editrice Ricordi. In 2006 he sang 
the Italian premiere performance of Michael Nymans’ Man and Boy: DADA 
at the Teatro Regio (Turin) and he also sang the Italian premiere performance 
of Michael Gordon’s Van Gogh. Since 2007, he teaches at the Conservatorio 
“Giorgio Federico Ghedini” in Cuneo.



  2023-24 Season	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

2023-24 
Upcoming Events

Event details are subject to change, but the CU Presents website will always be 
up to date. Click or tap below to explore your options.

Artist Series
Tickets start at $20

 
 

Eklund Opera
Tickets start at $15

Bachelor of Music in 
Musical Theatre Program
Tickets start at $17

Faculty Tuesdays and 
Guest Artist Recitals
Free, no tickets required

https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8
https://cupresents.org/series/cu-performing-arts/eklund-opera-program/
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=guest-recital&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
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Student Ensembles
Free, no tickets required

Student Recitals
Free, no tickets required

Educational Events
Free, reservation requirements vary

Visit the College of Music website

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/education/
https://cupresents.org/performance/2849/cu-holiday-festival/2023-holiday-festival/
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Today and every day, 
your support matters.
The Dean’s Annual Fund provides critical support for 
programs throughout the College of Music. It enriches 
student and faculty experiences through diversity, equity 
+ inclusion initiatives, faculty and staff professional 
development, student performances at Boettcher 
Concert Hall, distinguished visiting lecturers ... and more!

Click or tap 
to give online OR Call to make a gift 

303-492-3054

https://giving.cu.edu/fund/college-music-deans-annual-fund?appeal_code=B3640
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Dean’s Annual Fund 
Supporters 

$50,000+
Maria Johnson
David Turner*

$10,000-$49,999
Paul and Kristina Eklund
Ken and Ruth Wright

$5,000-$9,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Laurie Hathorn
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart in 
memory of Charles Wetherbee

Lynn Streeter
Jack and Sophie Walker

$2,500-$4,999
Dave Bowers
Katherine and Hassan Dayem
Doree Hickman in memory of Bruce 
Ekstrand

Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Barbara and Michael Gerber
Ben and Pattie Nelson
The Seaver Institute
Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499
Anonymous (1)
Sue and Barry Baer
Cathy and Richard Berman
Marda Buchholz
Bob Bunting

Marty Coffin Evans and Robert 
Trembly in memory of Berton Coffin

Mary and Lloyd Gelman
Sara and David Harper
Charlotte Kilpatrick*
Bonnie Kirschenbaum
Kimberly and Matthew McCabe
Barbara Nichols
Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of 
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

Gail and Michael Shimmin
Frank Spaid
Mary Tyler
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999
Karen Connolly
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in honor of 
Louise B. Steineck

Jonathan and Shari Fox
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Ruth and Richard Irvin
V. R. Hoisington
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Kay and Daryl James
Joan McLean Braun
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul 
Voillequé

Chris and Linda Paris
Lawrence Robins in memory of 
Florence Robins

Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Becky and John Shockley
Robert Short in memory of  
Virginia Short

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Anne and Peter Wood
Carol and William Young

$300-$499
Anonymous (1)
The Boeing Company
Laura and John Courier
Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
James and Donna Klausman
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Pamela Rafferty
Madalynn Schmidt
Cindi and John Stetson

$150-$299
Anonymous (1)
Terri Albright and Howard Bittman
David Becher
Timothy Brown
Sylvia and Charles Coats
Elvis Coble
Elisabeth David
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
Beverly and Bruce Fest
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Jon Finson
FM Global Foundation
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein in 
memory of Herb Millmann

Edward Kellenberger
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Donna Meckley
Heather and Brian O’Neill
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Sarah Royall
Jan Schiff
Suan and Russell Schnell
Susanne Skyrm
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
Heidi and Scott Vangenderen

$50-$149
Ball Corporation
Steven Board
Barbara and Myron Caspar
David Chadwick in memory of  
Donna Grayson

Judy Congdon in memory of  
Don Vollstedt

Charlotte Corbridge in memory of 
Susan Peterson

Alexandra Cramer
Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Ithiel Frame
Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Derek Gulley
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson

Lynn and Bruce Haines in memory of 
Josephine Haines

Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jonnie and Virgil Hoffman in memory 
of Helen and A. Glenn Miller

Intel Foundation
Hans Jordan and J. Mulcahy
Diana Kahn in memory of Ruth Kahn
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Judy Cisel and Andrew Kramer
Joyce and Stewart Kull
Janie and Craig Lanning in memory of 
Berton Coffin

Kim and Bob Larsen
Nancy and Paul Levitt
Kerry Lightenburger
Bill Lockhart
Marian Matheson
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie
Katherine Mead
Kathleen and Gregory Merilatt
Deborah and Brian Mooney
Karen Musick in honor of Ray and 
Diane Phillips

Usha and Ramkumar Narayanswamy
Hien Nguyen
Diane and William Reuler in memory 
of Berton Coffin

Robert W. Baird & Co. Incorporated
Carmen and John Roebke
William Roettker
Janice Sanders

Rojana Savoye
Sarah Seggerman
Christy and Terry Smith
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Vivienne and Stephen Smithers
Rose Terada
Carol Thieme
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and 
Richard Grubb

Janet and Terry Venard
Jean Wainwright
Nancy Whittemore and Michael 
Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win
Dorothy Young

* Deceased

Thank you to all individuals who have 
contributed. This list comprises all 
gifts of $50+ made to the College of 
Music Dean’s Annual Fund between 
June 1, 2022 and Nov. 30, 2023. 
If you are interested in making a 
donation to the Dean’s Annual Fund, 
please contact Assistant Dean 
for Advancement Andrew Todd at 
atodd@colorado.edu. 
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As of Jan. 10, 2024

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for 
Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Chris Evans 
Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 
House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean
John Davis 
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Associate Dean for 
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder 
Assistant Dean for Concerts 
and Communications 
Joan McLean Braun 
Assistant Dean for 
Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino 
Assistant Dean for Budget 
and Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Communications and 
Programs Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Communications Assistant
MarieFaith Lane
Program Manager for Stewardship 
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Assistant Director of Development
Elise Collins
Development Assistant
Rachelle Dizon
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch
Senior Program Manager 
for Events
Mikaela Rich
Operations Manager and Head 
Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor
Recording Engineer 
Kevin Harbison 
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Photo/image credits: Glenn 
Asakawa, CU Boulder Photography, 
Patrick Campbell, Casey Cass, John 
Mac, Patrick Wine
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