


NEED TO KNOW

Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMODATIONS?”?
Visit cupresents.org/accessiblity to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house
management. You may be seated in the nearest available
area to minimize distruptions. Some venues may not be
able to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL
DEVICES, and refrain from using them during the
performance.

Feel free to view this program at the event on your device anytime before
or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

The University of Colorado Boulder, Colorado’s flagship university, honors and recognizes
the many contributions of Indigenous peoples in our state. CU Boulder acknowledges that it
is located on the traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho,
Ute and many other Native American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has
caused devastating and lasting impacts. While the University of Colorado Boulder can never
undo or rectify the devastation wrought on Indigenous peoples, we commit to improving and
enhancing engagement with Indigenous peoples and issues locally and globally.
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SoundWorks

Featuring ~Nois Saxophone Quartet and the
Renova New Music Ensemble
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2024

Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM

The Onyx
JC Maynard

~Nois Saxophone Quartet

The Trip to Fort Morgan

Keenan Powell
~Nois Saxophone Quartet

Sad Academic Chairs

Luka Vezmar
. The Lean
ll. Hopelessly Waiting
lll. Solitary Confinement
IV. Down But Still Dancing
~Nois Saxophone Quartet
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Alleluia
JC Maynard

Renova New Music Ensemble
JC Maynard, conductor
Leah Tracy, soloist

Arise O Lord

Brian Lambert
Renova New Music Ensemble

Blake Clawson, conductor
Addie McCurdy, soloist

Trench Carol

Aric Vyhmeister

Renova New Music Ensemble
Aric Vlyhmeister, piano

Blake Clawson, conductor

Intermission

Genzennial

Gracie Fagan

Mallory Wood, flute

Joel Ferst, alto saxophone
Jordan Grantonic, violin
Kate Fornshell, cello

Kevin Yetter, drums
Egemen Kesikli, conductor
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fractals

Gracie Fagan

Joel Ferst, alto saxophone
Wesley Shores, trombone
Jordan Grantonic, violin
Peyton Magalhaes, cello
Kevin Yetter, percussion
Alex Yang, percussion

Autopilot

Josie Arnett

Josie Arnett, piano

Greg Barth, alto saxophone
Danny Kaminski, bass

Sara Jamieson, drums
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Onyx
JC Maynard

The Onyx by JC Maynard portrays the smokey scene of an exclusive

club for high rollers, mob mosses and forbidden lovers. Inspired by a

book Maynard is currently writing, this piece conveys the sleazy, immoral
atmosphere of this particular den of crime. From a slow, sultry ballad for the
mysterious woman in the corner smoking a cigar, to the raucous din of the
casino floor, The Onyx is a whirlwind of irreverent jazz, film noir tropes, and
unabashed noise.

The Trip to Fort Morgan

Keenan Powell

| have probably made the trip from Greeley to my Grandma’s house in Fort
Morgan hundreds of times over my life. As a result, | have quite a vivid
mental map of the car trip: the JBS feed lot, the great rolling hills, the dairy,
Long Bridge Road (with quite the onion shed!) and the slowest highway

on planet Earth. This piece is dedicated to my Grandma and all the loving
memories we have and will continue to share.

Sad Academic Chairs

Luka Vezmar

Sad Academic Chairs is based off a Tumblr page called “Sad Chairs of
Academia” where anyone and everyone can post photos of chairs at their
university that look incredibly sad. | chose four of those chairs that inspired
me to write the four movements. Each movement is based on a different
photo of said chairs, and embodies the emotion that chair is giving off.
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Alleluia

JC Maynard
Alleluia by JC Maynard is an a cappella work for eight part chorus. This

is the most advanced choral piece Maynard has written, with many
interweaving melodic lines, temporal and metric changes, and tonal shifts.
The text: Alleluia pro mundo qui lucet in gloria, translates to “Alleluia for
the world that shines in glory,” a declamation of praise to the beauty and
complexity of the world and our human race. The text, however, is of
secondary importance to the sonorous wash of voices ebbing in and out of
homophony, creating hauntingly gorgeous chords that tug on the heart.

Trench Carol

Aric Vyhmeister

Trench Carol is a setting of a poem by Rebecca Brothers, a friend with a
gift for words, depicting the events of the famous truce between German
and British soldiers on Christmas Eve of 1914 amidst the hostilities of
World War |. The poem captures the warmth and humanity shared between
sworn enemies during a moment that briefly transcended the relentless
violence. The music is intended to evoke a sense of bitter reminiscence, of
bleak hopelessness that is slowly warmed over as the soldiers cautiously
approach each other and disarm, figuratively and literally, ending on a note
of universality as the soldiers finally return home.

Trench Carol

Poem by Rebecca Brothers

The gath’ring gloom, the smell of guns,
Another night on no man’s front.

No candle lit, no friendly hearth,

No table spread with meat and peace.

Only the cold, the smoke, the groans,

A whispered prayer to stars no one could see.
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But then a light across the way,

A single voice, a tune they know.

Then yet more voices joining in,

A ragged patchwork of the song.

From trenches east, and trenches west,
A choir of men who’d sworn

To bring each other to their knees ---
“By Christmas Day, we’ll all be home.”

And now the dawn, and now a form
Arising from across the way.

Is this a trap? another trick?

And yet this man is like them all ---
Begrimed and weary, sore and cold,

A man with eyes too timeworn for his face.

A cake he’s bearing, and a smile,
And so another man ascends.
Then more and more, with gifts to share,

For men they might have once called friends.

From trenches east, and trenches west,
A corps of men who’d sworn

To bring each other to their knees ---
“By Christmas Day, we’ll all be home.”

With three more Christmases, they find
That most are home, or lame, or blind.

The fight they thought would soon be o’er
Has carried on far past their power.

The peace they found that Christmas night
Now seems to be nowhere in sight.
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One hundred Christmases ago,

The men remembered who they served.
No greater captain had they then

Than every brother in the world.

In trenches east, and trenches west,

A choir of men who’d sworn

To bring each other to their knees ---

It’s Christmas Day, and now they’re home.

Genzennial

Gracie Fagan

Genzennial presents a critical examination of the socio-cultural experiences
of Generation Z and Millennials, focusing on their resilience and adaptability
in the face of unprecedented global challenges. This work explores how
these cohorts, often mischaracterized as “lazy sociopaths,” have developed
unique coping mechanisms and activism strategies in response to pervasive
societal adversity. It analyzes the juxtaposition between their commitment to
social causes and their preservation of youthful exuberance, highlighting the
complex interplay between civic engagement and personal well-being in an
era marked by systemic obstacles and widespread tragedy.

fractals

Gracie Fagan
fractals
For the conscious appreciation of everyday moments.
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PERSONNEL

Hyperlinks are bold and underlined; click or tap for more information.

Egemen Kesikli, artistic director

Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator

Gracie Fagan, social media coordinator
Keenan Powell, stage manager

Josie Arnett

Josie Arnett is a composer, pianist, singer and overall instrument enthusiast.
She grew up playing a variety of instruments including piano, upright and
electric bass, ukulele, banjo, cello, guitar and any other instrument she
could get her hands on. Arnett started piano lessons at a young age and
grew up playing the music of Bruce Hornsby, Billy Joel, The Beatles and
countless pop and rock songs. As a composer, she has been inspired by
film music, minimalism, jazz and rock. She is currently based in Boulder,
where she is pursuing a bachelor’s degree in music composition with a
certificate in music theory at the University of Colorado Boulder. She has
written for a variety of ensembles and has performed as a pianist and singer
around the Boulder area, worked with local choirs and schools, and teaches
private piano lessons. Arnett’s music often centers around the emotional
gesture of the music in order to encourage the audience to connect with
the music on an emotional level, and frequently integrates elements of
psychology, visual art, film, and nature into her music.
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https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky

Gracie Fagan

Gracie Fagan (she/her/hers) is a multimedia artist hailing from Lincoln,
Nebraska. She has written for acoustic, electroacoustic and data-driven
mediums in conjunction with dance, theatre, visual projection and lighting.
Her works hinge upon examining the difference between human perception
and reality, and comment on social and political justice. As a stark

feminist and lover of psychology, Fagan’s work drives forward a climate

of collaboration beyond the arts and rests between the intersectionality of
identity with heavy pop culture influences.

Joshua Carter (JC) Maynard

Joshua Carter (JC) Maynard is a composer and conductor from Colorado
Springs who specializes in bringing passion for choral and chamber music
to a new generation of musicians. Currently studying composition at CU
Boulder, Maynard never allows himself to be confined to one artistic box—
instead, blending genres and disparate sources of inspiration in all his
works. He was recently named ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer
Award Semi-Finalist and Orpheus Chamber Singers Competition Second
Place Finalist. In addition to composing for mediums like choir and orchestra
to electronics and jazz combos, Maynard is the founder and president of
the Renova New Music Ensemble —CU Boulder’s premier contemporary
choral group. Prioritizing collaboration and musician ownership in all his
projects, Maynard has conducted and had pieces commissioned by groups
such as the Colorado Vocal Arts Ensemble, the University of Wyoming Bel
Canto Choir, the Colorado Springs Philharmonic, the CU Boulder Chamber
Singers, Lirios String Quartet, the Denver Playground Ensemble, the Eklund
Opera and more. Maynard also has experience as a producer and recording
technician, an audio editor and mixing engineer, a private lesson instructor,
a musical theater performer,and an ensemble administrator.
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https://www.jcmaynardstudios.com/

Keenan Powell

Keenan Powell has been composing music since he was in middle school. He
started his journey through composition with several pieces for solo piano.
After that, he wrote for string ensemble, mixed percussion and symphony
orchestra. Along the way, he has discovered a love for electronics in music
from live electronic processing to electronic synthesis. Powell has studied

the piano for over a decade and has also studied the cello, violin, voice and
guitar. He uses this knowledge to inform his compositional process. If he does
not have performance experience on an instrument he wants to write for,

he will seek out performers to learn the ins and outs of that instrument. This
serves his continuing goal of ensuring his music is fun to perform!

Luka Vezmar

Luka Vezmar is a composer, oboist, accordionist and all around music lover.
Since he was 9 months old, he has gone to many concerts with his family and
friends which always inspires him to write more music. He grew up playing the
piano and various other instruments throughout schooling like the trumpet,
saxophone, and oboe. He decided to continue with the oboe and is pursuing
degrees in oboe performance and composition. While Vezmar’s music
encompasses many different fields, he specializes in classical music, with

the hopes of getting accordion into the main stream classical music world.
Vezmar always has a very distinct character in his music, which to him makes
the music seem alive. He hopes that the audience can connect with his music
and hopefully leave feeling just a little better than when they came in. In his
free time, Vezmar loves watching films and building puzzles.
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Aric Vyhmeister

Composer and pianist Aric Vyhmeister earned a Master of Music in
collaborative piano at the University of Colorado Boulder under Margaret
McDonald and Alexandra Nguyen.Vyhmeister is a frequent recitalist and
chamber musician in the Denver area, served as music director with the
Boulder Opera Company, performed with Art Song Colorado and the SoHap
Ensemble, served on the faculty at Metropolitan State University Denver
and has recently premiered original compositions with the Renova New
Music Ensemble at CU Boulder, the Walla Walla University Brass Choir
(Walla Walla, Washington), and the Maitland Symphony Orchestra (Orlando,
Florida). He is also a regular guest artist at the Salt Creek Song Festival in
Ashland, Nebraska. Vyhmeister is currently pursuing graduate studies in
composition at CU Boulder where he studies under Carter Pann.
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MORE EVENTS

Click or tap to explore

ENSEMBLES

Click or tap to explore

RECITALS

Click or tap to explore

OPERA and
MUSICAL THEATRE

CONTACT THE
COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Online: colorado.edu/music
By Phone: 303-492-6352

In Person: Imig Music Building
1020 18th St., Boulder

Business Hours:
Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m

CONNECT WITH US

Click or tap on an icon to visit the
social media page.

fROjo

CU PRESENTS 2024-25 Season

Click or tap to explore

FACULTY TUESDAYS

Click or tap to explore the

ARTIST SERIES

Click or tap to visit the

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
WEBSITE

CONTACT
CU PRESENTS

Online: cupresents.org
By Phone: 303-492-8008

In Person: University Club
972 Broadway, Boulder

Box Office Hours:
Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m

CONNECT WITH US

Click or tap on an icon to visit the
social media page.

fROjo
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https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
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https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-opera&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Opera+and+Choral&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music
https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu

DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS

$50,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$49,999
Lynn Streeter

$5,000-$9,999

Cindy Demeules

Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Laurie Hathorn

Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart
The Seaver Institute

Jack and Sophie Walker

Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999

Charlene Archibeque

Dave Bowers

Marda Buchholz

Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Grace and Gordon Gamm
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Frank Spaid

Daniel Trump

$1,000-$2,499

Anonymous (1)

Cathy and Richard Berman

The Boeing Company

Chris and Margot Brauchli
Katherine and Hassan Dayem
Mary and Lloyd Gelman

Aileen and Steve Gleason

Thomas Godfrey

Herman Goellnitz

Sara and David Harper

Doree Hickman

Susan Julien

Kimberly and Matthew McCabe

Val and Bill Mooney

Normie Morin-Voillequé and
Paul Voillequé

Ben and Pattie Nelson

Barbara Nichols

Susan Olenwine and Frank Palermo

Chris and Linda Paris

Firuzeh and Navid Saidi in honor of
Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher

gReg Silvus and Deidre Ferris
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Tyler Little Family Foundation
Barbara Wagner

Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999

James Alleman and Barbara Miller

Judy and Neil Bicknell

Marty Coffin Evans and
Robert Trembly Il

Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in honor
of Louise B. Steineck

Robert Garnett

Ruth and Richard Irvin

V. R. Hoisington |l

Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Gail and Michael Shimmin

Xcel Energy

Carol and William Young

$300-$499

Anonymous (1)

Laura and John Courier

FM Global Foundation

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley

Debbie and Rob Phillips

Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Madalynn Schmidt

Becky and John Shockley
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas

$150-$299

Anonymous (1)

Ball Corporation

David Becher

Timothy Brown

Alexandra Cramer
Elisabeth David

Beverly and Bruce Fest
Edward Kellenberger*
James and Donna Klausman
Harold and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Jeff and Lois Linsky
Marian Matheson

Pamela Rafferty

Carol and Alvin Rivera
William Roettker

Carmen and John Roebke

Suan and Russell Schnell

Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Janet and Terry Venard

Nancy Whittemore and
Michael Bendure

$50-$149

Anonymous (1)

Jan Alexander

Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang
Steven Board

Kimberly and Robert Bond
Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz
Susan and William Campbell
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Judy Congdon

Charlotte Corbridge in memory of
Susan Peterson

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Nancy and Martin Egelhoff

[thiel Frame

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Windy and Terry Gallagher, Jr.
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein
Derek Gulley

Katherine Hansil

Kelli and Geoff Hirsch

Intel Foundation

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Ellen and Stephen Kort

Janie and Craig Lanning

Lydia and Geary Larrick
Marianne and Johnny Martin, Jr.
Kevin McKenzie

Katherine Mead

Kathleen and Gregory Merilatt
Jason Mieger

Patricia and Thomas Miner
Karen Musick

Floyd Pierce

Diane and William Reuler in memory
of Berton Coffin

Tula and Kenneth Roberge
Sarah Royall

Jan Schiff

Sarah Seggerman

Susanne Skyrm

Lonnie Simmons

Gayle and Thomas Smith
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DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS

Vivienne and Stephen Smithers Patricia and Jim Wilmore * Deceased

Babette and Martin Soll Gandasari and U. Kyaw Win

Carol Thieme William Wood* List reflects gifts of $50+

Heidi and Scott Vangenderen Dorothy Young made between Feb. 1, 2023 and
Jean Wainwright Fran and Donald Zinn Jul. 31, 2024.

Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa

Click or tap to Click or tap to
MAKE A GIFT to the CONTACT the
College of Music Advancement team
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https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff?people_filter_1=68
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for Undergraduate
Studies and Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget
and Finance
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

DEI Director
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean
Lauren Petersen

Director, Eklund Opera Program
Leigh Holman

Production Assistant,
Eklund Opera Program
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Assistant Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Costume Coordinator/Designer
and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and Program
Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager for Events
Mikaela Rich
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RSONNEL

Program Manager for Stewardship
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Operations Manager and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Coordinator
Brooke Balbuena

Recording Engineer
Kevin Harbison

Operations and Facilities Coordinator
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia and Content Manager
Lara Minichiello

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior House Manager
Rojana Savoye

Senior Marketing Assistant
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant
Dana Cutti

Video Assistant
Tyler Mohatt

Box Office Manager
Adrienne Havelka

Box Office Services Coordinator
Dylan Thierry

Box Office Assistants
Caitlin Amero

Aidan Biffinger

Macy Crow

Joel Ferst

Johnette Martin

Morgan Ochs

MACKY
AUDITORIUM

Director, Macky Auditorium and
CU Artist Series
Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director for Production
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for
Stakeholder and Patron Services
Amanda Wells

Production Managers
Richard Barrett

House Manager
Devin Hegger

Current as of Aug. 20, 2024.

Photo/image credits: Glenn Asakawa,
Patrick Campbell
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