
COLLEGE OF MUSIC 2025-26 EVENTS



NEED TO KNOW
Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMMODATIONS?  
Visit cupresents.org/accessibility to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house management. 
Some venues may not be able to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS  
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES, and 
refrain from use during the performance. View this program on your 
device anytime before or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

Photo credit: Owen Zhou.

http://www.cupresents.org/accessibility
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Concert Band
Monday, Oct. 20, 2025, 7:30 p.m.
Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM
Scenes from The Louvre (1966)
Norman Dello Joio (1913-2008)
I.	 The Portals
III.	 Kings of France
V.	 Finale
Logan Sorey, conductor

A Jasmine Tree (2024)
Kevin Charoensri (b. 2003)
Lexi Bixler, guest conductor

Eternity in an Hour (2016)       
Nicole Piunno (b. 1985)
I.	 With Energy
II.	 With Sorrow and Beauty
III.	 With Energy
Kirsten Hoogstraten Rivera, conductor

Melodious Thunk (2012)
David Biedenbender (b. 1984)
Logan Sorey, conductor

Rocketship! (2017)
Kevin Day (b. 1996)
Kirsten Hoogstraten Rivera, conductor
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PROGRAM NOTES
Scenes from The Louvre (1966)
Norman Dello Joio (1913-2008)
This band version of Scenes from The Louvre is adapted from 
the 1965 Emmy Award-winning original film score. The five 
movements of this suite pay tribute to the development of the 
museum and feature thematic material from the Renaissance 
period. “The Portals” begins with a low brass choir and evokes 
notions of the grandeur of the Louvre. Visions of state occasions 
and courtly dances evolve from the brass’s contrapuntal parts in 
“Kings of France.” The “Finale” is introduced by a royal fanfare 
and bears the pomp and elegance of the era as the ensemble 
brings the work to a noble conclusion.
—Program note by Richard Floyd for the 2015 Texas All-State  
5A Symphonic Band

A Jasmine Tree (2024)
Kevin Charoensri (b. 2003)
My first experiences falling in love with music were Thai temples 
and Thai street music. And when I came to the United States, I 
equally fell in love with American-influenced film scores, band 
pieces, and jazz charts.

When I joined band in the 6th grade, I struggled to find music that 
authentically supported my Thai/Asian background. I desperately 
wanted to play a piece that authentically represented my early 
childhood growing up in Thailand.
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Similar to my wind ensemble piece Rising Light, A Jasmine Tree 
is inspired by the bi-cultural identity I grew up with, seeking to 
combine both Thai and American cultures as one. The piece pulls 
melodic material from Thai/Asian styled phrasing blossoming over 
American-influenced jazz harmony. The beginning of the piece 
utilizes these melodies in a traditional contrapuntal style, where 
instruments slowly enter, similar to a meditation. As the piece 
progresses, the harmony supports the pentatonic melodies. I 
wanted to show my interpretation of the Asian-American musical 
style, as one.

I hope A Jasmine Tree gives a voice of representation, while also 
inspiring and educating up-and-coming musicians in the beautiful 
meshing of culture, through music.
—Program note by composer

Eternity in an Hour (2016)       
Nicole Piunno (b. 1985)
When thinking about the concept behind this piece, I knew I 
wanted to celebrate the purpose of music. Music is something we 
hear that connects us with that which cannot be heard. In a sense, 
we learn to “see” the invisible with our ears. I think this is what 
William Blake touched upon in the opening of his poem, Auguries 
of Innocence:

To see a World in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower
Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand
And Eternity in an hour
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Every work of art invites us to “see a World in a Grain of Sand”, 
and every piece of music allows us to experience “Eternity in an 
hour”. Music is a grain of sand through which we can see an entire 
world. In other words, it is a smaller reality that helps us grasp a 
larger reality.

Music can display chaos, yet show that order can come from this 
chaos. Melodies can be sorrowful in a way that gives permission 
to the listener to feel sorrow. Music can come alongside people 
and weep with them or take someone by the hand and carry him 
into a place of peace. Musical themes can connect someone with 
joy even when that person has no joy inside herself. Ultimately, 
music has the power to connect people with a reality outside of 
themselves and allows them to experience eternity in an hour.
Eternity in an Hour highlights many individuals and requires a great 
amount of attentiveness between the musicians. I require each 
section of the ensemble to pull equal weight as they intricately 
interact with each other throughout the three movements. By 
the end of the piece, we should have seen a glimpse of Heaven 
through the many “Wild Flowers” or various timbres of the 
ensemble.
—Program note by composer
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Melodious Thunk (2012)
David Biedenbender (b. 1984)
I don’t normally like to begin program notes with dictionary 
definitions—it feels pretty stuffy to me—but it seemed appropriate 
for this piece, so here goes...

thunk [thuhngk] noun and verb:
1. [n.] an abrupt, flat, hollow sound (example: The book landed on 
the floor with a thunk.); synonym: thud
2. [v.] to produce an abrupt, flat, hollow sound
3. [v.] colloquial past tense and past participle of think.

Melodious Thunk was inspired by the famous jazz pianist Thelonious 
Monk. Monk’s wife, Nellie Smith, nicknamed him “Melodious Thunk” 
because of his clunky, awkward, and brilliant(!) piano playing, and 
his somewhat scatterbrained and disoriented nature.
—Program note by composer

Rocketship! (2017)
Kevin Day (b. 1996)
Rocketship! is an energetic concert piece formed by two sections 
which express energy in different ways. The first is composed of 
short rhythmic patterns that start quietly before building to the end 
of each phrase. The second section introduces a marching snare 
drum solo accompanied by open fifths, known as power chords, 
in the winds. Brief motives accompany the sustained power 
chords, but quickly dissipate as a new motive begins. The different 
sections shrink as the composition develops until they are played 
one after the other at the very end.
—Program note by Cole Hairston for the University of  
North Carolina, Greensboro
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PERSONNEL
Kirsten Hoogstraten Rivera, conductor
Logan Sorey, conductor

Lexi Bixler 
Lexi Bixler is a graduate part-time instructor, pursuing a Doctor of 
Musical Arts in cind Conducting and literature at the University of 
Colorado Boulder.

Previously, she served for nine years as the Elementary/Middle 
School director of bands in the Midd-West School District, as well 
as the assistant director of the Midd-West High School Marching 
Band in Middleburg, Pennsylvania. Bixler was recognized 
and awarded by the Midd-West School District as “Internally 
Motivated” and “Results and Process Oriented.” She was a grant 
recipient of the Pennsylvania Association of School Retirees 
in 2018 and 2019, where she utilized the funds for instrument 
purchases, benefiting students in need.   

Bixler holds a Master of Arts in music performance in instrumental 
conducting and clarinet performance, and a Master of Arts in music 
education from Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP).  Bixler also 
holds a Bachelor of Music in music education from Susquehanna 
University, where she received the Outstanding Student Teacher 
Award. Bixler’s primary conducting teachers include Shanti Simon, 
Timothy Paul, Eric Hinton, and Gregory Grabowski. 

Outside of conducting/teaching/performing, Bixler is an official in 
both soccer and girls lacrosse.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/kirsten-hoogstraten
https://www.colorado.edu/music/logan-sorey
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Concert Band
Flute
Kristina Adams
Eliana Brown
Laina Eskins
Kenzie Fixler
Ava Flake
Anya Gruenewald
Cici Haga
Tyler Irving
Chloe Kowalczyk
Kylie Karp
Carina McCartney
Khiana McCarty
Lana Novogoratz
Caitlyn Pimentel
Tanvi Rami
Aasha Shakya
Abi Stonefelt
Evey Thacker
 
Clarinet
Mason Awn
Paul Burke
Jackson Carpenter
Lydia Foster
Nathaniel Francis
Theo Harris
Wynter Pilate
Elliot Ropp

Bass Clarinet
Swaraj Patnaik
Campbell Stoughton

Oboe
Erin Stucky
Thai Vu
 
Bassoon
Amelia Dundon
Kody Fung
 
Alto Saxophone
Parker Hay
Ryan Johnson
Louise Larsen
Colby Muchlinski
Serenity Sisneros
Ella Jane Urschel
Owen White
 
Tenor Saxophone
Jordan Johnson
Ian Lenick
 
Baritone Saxophone
Timothy Longacre
Sam Walker
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Trumpet
Xander Dubois
Egan Heisey-Grove
Logan Hernacki
Alexandra Mabie
Gabe Miller
Mary Kate Milligan
Caitlin Reilly
Ben Sandlin
Arianna Sluis

Horn
Basia Klos
Jamie Marketos
Cooper Ten Eyck
Barrett Teston
 
Trombone
Logan Hicks
Tian Klomp Znidarsic
Sean Oberholzer
Lucy Swaim
 
Euphonium
Ella Brallier
Ryan Chen
Gavin Herrmann
Zayden Lee
Ben Safford
 

Tuba
Erich Brady
 
Bass
Ethan Neville
 
Percussion
Devon Bankemper
Roarke Bowser
João De Rezende Barbosa
Payton Donnelly
Elise Ehlert
Naveen Ettema
Calvin Herrick
Jacob Kawamoto
Isaac Mitchell
Joey Pagano



Since 1920, the College of Music 
offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate 
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training 
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the 
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National 
Association of Schools of Music since 1941.

Visit Website Make a Gift

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024. 
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://www.colorado.edu/music/giving


 is the home 
of performing  arts on the beautiful 
University of Colorado Boulder campus.

Explore All Events

Visit Website

The Drowsy Chaperone (2023). 
Photo credit: Bennet Forsyth.

https://cupresents.org/performances?utm_source=digitalprogram&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=cup26
https://cupresents.org?utm_source=digitalprogram&utm_medium=display&utm_campaign=cup26


DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$25,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999
Marda Buchholz
Kate and Matt Cimino
James and Peggy Gutmann
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Lynn Streeter
Barbara Wagner
Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999
Dave Bowers
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Daniel Trump
Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499
Maralee Beck and Andy Safir
Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel P. Sher
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss
Sandra and Bruce Dudley
Aileen and Steve Gleason

Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman
Susan Julien
Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voilleque
David and Georgia Nelson
Chris and Linda Paris
Gail and Michael Shimmin
Frank Spaid
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999
James Alleman and Barbara Miller
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul 
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly II
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Alenka and Peter Han
Connie and Allen Hayden
John Hedderich
Richard* and Ruth Irvin
Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Linda Laird Giedl
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Connie and Harold Roth
Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen
Kelli and Van Hoisington
Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499
Anonymous
Ingrid Becher
Cathy and Richard Berman
Steven Board
Laura and John Courier
Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil
James Klausman
Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney

Your support helps keep 
our music alive.
Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the 
world-class music education and life-changing 
professional opportunities we offer our students. 
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support 
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring 
the future of music at our university and in our 
community. 

Join our community of supporters! 
•	Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
•	Contact our Advancement team  

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between  
Feb. 1, 2024-July 31, 2025.

http://www.colorado.edu/music/giving


DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$150-$299
Anonymous
Jan Alexander
Mary and Davin Anderson
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers
David Becher
Judy Congdon
Karen Connolly
Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David
John and Zahra Davis
Robert Garnett
Jim Garrison
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Janie and Craig Lanning
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Karen Musick
Hien Nguyen
Gene Pollart
Pamela Rafferty
Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
William Roettker
Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada
Carol Thieme
Terry and Janet Venard

$50-$149
Anonymous
Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang  
in memory of Benjamin Michael Pollack

Robert Barford
Kimberly and James Beasley
Kimberly and Robert Bond
Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud
Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz  
in honor of Hubert Brown

Charles Byerly and Juliet Berzsenyi
Susan and William Campbell
John Davis
Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna
Jackie Earnhart
Daniel Easton
Stephen Fincher
David Flory

Irma and Richard Gallagher  
in honor of Alejandro Miguel Gallagher

Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Floyd Pierce
Tanya Ramond
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
Carmen and John Roebke
Judy Rogers
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Lonnie Simmons
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow  
in memory of Sue Ann Symonds

Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael Bendure
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased



PERSONNEL
COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 

Associate Dean for  
Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 

Associate Dean for 
Undergraduate Studies and 
Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  

Assistant Dean for Strategic 
Initiatives 
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget, 
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of 
Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support 
and Programming  
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager 
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis

Production Director 
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer 
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager  
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for 
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and 
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and  
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 

Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 

Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 

Director of Ticketing and  
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant 
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant 
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist 
James Whalen

Lead Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger

Box Office Assistants 
Macy Crow
Remy DeParis
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and 
Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 

Assistant Director  
for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 

Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron 
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager 
Devin Hegger 

House Managers 
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo  

Personnel lists current as 
of Oct. 1, 2025. Visit the  
most up to date staff directory  
at this link.

https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff
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