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SoundWorks

Featuring the Boulder Altitude Directive
and Renova New Music Ensemble
Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2025, 7:30 p.m.
Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM
The Lottery

Leah Porter Tracy
Boulder Altitude Directive: Carter Pann, director
Renova New Music Ensemble: Blake Clawson, music director

Missa Caelestis Regalis
Avanka Perera
Renova New Music Ensemble: Avanka Perera, conductor

Abiquiu Ruins
Alan Mackwell
Joel Ferst, soprano saxophone
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Vignettes Under a Summer Sky
Aric Vyhmeister

l. Waverider

Il.  On an August Evening
[ll.  Phantom River

V. Zig Zag

Joel Ferst, saxophone
Grace Stringfellow, oboe
John Petefish, bass clarinet
Juan Tovar, clarinet

Sam Macken, bassoon
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Lottery

Leah Porter Tracy

In 1948, American author Shirley Jackson’s short story “The
Lottery” was published in The New Yorker. “The Lottery” told the
story of a fictional small town whose annual tradition was meant to
ensure good harvest, but as the story unfolds, we realize that the
ritual is not as it seems.

At the time of its publication, this story prompted more than 300
letters from readers, some angry and some mystified by the work.
Jackson responded publicly: “Explaining just what | had hoped
the story to say is very difficult. | suppose | hoped, by setting a
particularly brutal ancient rite in the present and in my own village,
to shock the story’s readers with a graphic dramatization of the
pointless violence and general inhumanity in their own lives.”

| read this story for the first time when | was around 11 years old,
and it’s one that | return to over and over again. Though the story
is now over 70 years old, its warning still rings true: At what point
do we stop harming each other for the sake of doing things the
way they’ve “always been done?”
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Text inspired by Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” (1948),
used under fair use for educational presentation.

Dewy grass flattened by little feet,

Sprawling strings of green, the corn, the wheat,
The summer heat

Set the perfect scene for our town lottery.

The saying goes, “Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon,”
The land will be fertile with our offering before high noon.

Seems like there’s no time at all between lotteries anymore.
Seems like we got through with the last one only this week.
And yet, here we are, gathered in the square

While children harvest their smooth stones

Waiting for the lottery to begin.

Mr. Summers, have you brought your black box,
And your three-legged stoal,

And your boisterous voice?

We’d like to be home

In time for noon lunch.

“Have you heard?

They do say that over in the north village

They’re talking of giving up their lottery.

Did you know?

Have you heard

that some villages have already quit their lotteries?”
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“Pack of crazy fools!

Listening to young folks,

Nothing’s ever good enough for them.
Next thing you know,

They’ll be wanting to go back to living in caves.
There used to be a saying that goes:
‘Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon.’
Next thing you know,

No one will want to work anymore.
These young kids need to know,
there’s always been a lottery.”

Heads of families first:

Take the paper from the black box

And hope it doesn’t have a black spot.
“Who’s got the paper with a black spot?”
“It’s Hutchinson. Bill Hutchinson.”

Husband, wife, daughter, son, little baby:
Take the paper from the black box.

All of us took the same chance.

Be a good sport.

Take the paper from the black box

And show us, does it have a black spot?

We’re dying to know.

“It’s Tessie. Tessie Hutchinson.”

“Tessie Hutchinson, step to the center of the square.”
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Though we’ve forgotten the reason we began,
And lost the original black box,
We still remember to use stones.

Who are we without tradition?
Lottery in June, corn be heavy soon.

Missa Caelestis Regalis

Avanka Perera

Missa Caelestis Regalis (Mass of the Heavenly Royalty) is an
original musical composition setting the ancient Latin texts of the
Kyrie, Gloria, Sanctus and Agnus Dei from the Roman Catholic
Mass Ordinary. Though the text derives from the long-standing
tradition of the Latin Mass, the music itself is newly composed,
uniting the timeless reverence of sacred liturgy with a distinctive
contemporary choral language. Firmly rooted in the Church’s
worship of Christ as the eternal King of Heaven, the work follows
the spiritual and musical arc of the Mass: the Kyrie’s humble
plea for mercy, the Gloria’s jubilant outpouring of praise, the
Sanctus’ exalted acclamation of holiness, and the Agnus Dei’s
serene invocation of peace. Through its synthesis of tradition and
originality, Missa Caelestis Regalis seeks to embody the splendor,
dignity and transcendence of divine worship.
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Kyrie
Kyrie, eléison.
Kyrie, eléison.

Christe, eléison.
Christe, eléison.

Kyrie, eléison.
Kyrie, eléison.

Gloria

Gldria in excélsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonze voluntatis.
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. Adoramus te. Glorificamus te.
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam glériam tuam. Domine Deus,
Rex ceeléstis, Deus Pater omnipotens. Démine Fili unigénite,
Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. Qui tollis
peccata mundi, miserére nobis. Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe
deprecatiobnem nostram. Qui sedes ad déxteram Patris, miserére
nobis. Qudniam tu solus Sanctus. Tu solus Déminus. Tu solus
Altissimus, Jesu Christe. Cum Sancto Spiritu, in gloria Dei Patris.
Amen.

Sanctus

Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus, DoOminus Deus Sabaoth. Pleni sunt
ceeli et terra gldria tua. Hosanna in excélsis. Benedictus qui venit
in ndmine DAémini. Hosanna in excélsis.

Agnus Dei

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi dona nobis pacem.
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Abiquiu Ruins

Alan Mackwell

Inspired by the remains of a centuries-old adobe church outside
of Georgia O’Keeffe’s home studio in Abiquiu, New Mexico,
Abiquiu Ruins seeks to sonically recreate the quiet and meditative
atmosphere that has settled on the ruins; gently outlining

melodic ideas, now faint and distant, amongst strange, organic
musical growth.

Vignettes Under a Summer Sky

Aric Vyhmeister

Vignettes Under a Summer Sky is a lighthearted work for reed
quintet that depicts fond memories of nights spent under the stars
as a child. Each movement captures a different scene, each with a
special personal significance.

The first movement, Waverider, is inspired by the little constellation
Delphinus, which quite literally looks like a small dolphin leaping
across the sea of stars. This movement follows the celestial
creature on his fanciful journey amidst the ancient heroes,
princesses, and monsters that surround him in the night sky.

Every year in mid-August one of the most stunning meteor
showers appears, called the Perseids. On an August Evening is
a musical depiction of the sense of togetherness and serenity |
would experience camping with friends and family while waiting
for stars to streak across the sky. The comforting return of this
beautiful sight year after year is both nostalgic and optimistic—a
highlight of the summer and a reflection on pleasant memories of
the past, and memories yet to be made.
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On warm summer nights far away from city lights and surrounded
by the utter stillness of the remote wilderness, one can look up

at the Milky Way gleaming overhead. Phantom River captures the
stream of consciousness | experienced when first getting lost in

its mysterious glow, as it leads to all sorts of stellar landmarks:
passing through an ancient harp, a giant swan, and dense knots of
interstellar dust that point to the center of our own galaxy.

Zig Zag, the final movement, draws on the constellation Lacerta—
the lizard—which is a strand of stars arranged in a zig-zag pattern
resembling its namesake. This constellation captivated me as a
child as | imagined all of the antics that might ensue as it scurried
playfully across the summer sky.
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PERSONNEL

Egemen Kesikli, director

Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach

Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator
Luka Vezmar, stage manager

Addison Hill, social media coordinator

Carter Pann, composer; chair, composition;
Ralph E. and Barbara L. Christoffersen Faculty Fellow

Boulder Altitude Directive

Carter Pann, director
Alexander Westervelt, flute
John Petefish, clarinet
Kristen Barrett, violin

Elise Cole, cello

Kevin Yetter, percussion
Anastasiia Pavlenko, piano

Renova New Music Ensemble

Blake Clawson, music director

Aric Vyhmeister, collaborative pianist

Soprano 1: Charis Battersby, Zoe Myers, Brooklyn Stellato
Soprano 2: Saige Curro, Payton Keeler, Aimee Kennedy, Lelle Szucs
Alto 1: Rebecah Deans, Addie McCurdy, Sara Strauss

Alto 2: lona Binnie, Jenna Clawson, Merryn Madison

Tenor 1: Collin Deans, Ellery Galvin

Tenor 2: Peter Kennedy, Jamie Lammers

Bass 1: Avi Kumar, Andrew Obler, Autumn Stephens

Bass 2: James Battersby, Mason McCool, Matthew Winford
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Glenda Luck

In the relentless pace of modern life, Glenda Luck’s music
creates a sanctuary—an intimate invitation to pause, breathe
and reconnect with the emotions and stories that celebrate your
humanity. Rooted in a deep bond with nature, inspired by a
childhood spent dancing barefoot through the forest in upstate
New York, her compositions offer you a moment of warmth and
stiliness, a chance for transformation and meaning.

Luck brings a unique voice in classical music—one that speaks
directly to your heart. This music invites you to feel your own
authenticity. It draws you into an intimate community of shared
experience, offering a powerful connection that transcends time
and place. In a world where genuine connection often feels

lost, Luck’s compositions compel us to remember who we are.
Through refined craftsmanship and curated orchestrations, she
will enrapture you with an honesty that will inspire you to clarity,
and introspection. The experience of losing yourself in this music,
is a journey for you to reclaim the beauty and meaning woven into
every moment of your life.

Leah Porter Tracy

Leah Porter Tracy (she/they) (b. 1999) is a composer and vocalist
currently pursuing a Master of Music in composition at the
University of Colorado Boulder, where she studies with Annika
Socolofsky and Carter Pann. Tracy draws inspiration from the
people and places around her, basing her compositions on current
events, childhood recollections, vibrant stories and nature. She
has a particular interest in introducing beginner or intermediate
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singers to contemporary techniques and often writes with a

wide range of ability levels in mind. Tracy was a 2023 Composer
Fellow for the Choral Arts Initiative PREMIERE|Project Festival
and the 2025 Ablaze Composer Lab Emerging Composer with
Ember Choral Arts. Her choral music has been chosen for honors
such as the San Francisco Choral Artists New Voices Project and
the Chicago A Cappella HerVoice Competition, and her works
have been performed by ensembles including Grammy Award-
winning Kansas City Chorale and by church, school, college, and
community choirs throughout the United States. Tracy is also an
active performer, singing soprano with the Denver-based choir
Kantorei. She earned a Bachelor of Music in composition from
Bowling Green State University in 2021, where she studied with
Elainie Lillios. leahportertracy.com

Avanka Perera

Avanka Perera is a Catholic musician dedicated to uniting faith
and artistry through both performance and composition. She is
pursuing a bachelor’s degree in piano performance under Robert
Hjelmstad at the University of Colorado Boulder, where she sings
with the university’s premier choral ensemble, the Chamber
Singers, and serves as a resident singer and organist at St.
Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church. Trained in piano, voice, flute,
violin, guitar and organ from an early age, she has developed a
deep appreciation for sacred music through years of liturgical
service. Her first choral work, Veni Creator Spiritus, premiered at
the Colorado Sacred Music Conference in August 2024, and her
recent compositions include motets and her newly completed
Missa Caelestis Regalis (Mass of the Heavenly Royalty).
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Alan Mackwell

Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a
command of complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal),
New Zealander-American Alan Mackwell (b. 1998) is a two-time
BMI award-winning young composer and performer based in
Boulder, Colorado. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore a
unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his experiences in the
Permian Basin, northern New Mexico and Appalachian North
Carolina using a highly resonant and bluegrass-influenced musical
language as well as the utilization of original field recordings. He
earned a BM at the Boston Conservatory, where he studied with
John Murphree, Eun Young Lee, Curtis Hughes and Marti Epstein,
and earned an MA at Tufts University where he studied with John
McDonald and Kareem Roustom. Mackwell is currently pursuing
a DMA at the University of Colorado Boulder where he teaches an
Intro to Music Technology course.

Mackwell’s music has been played on three different continents,
and several US states. His compositions have been played by
high-achieving groups such as Ensemble Modern, The New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra, the Amorsima Trio, Hub New Music
and the Corvus Ensemble. He was the grand prize winner of the
Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s Inaugural Young Composers’
Competition in addition to being a two-time finalist for the Todd
Corporation Young Composers’ Awards hosted by the New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra. Mackwell is the winner of the 2023
American Prize as well as two BMI Student Composer Awards,
which he won in 2022 for his string trio Remains of a Permian Gas
Station and again in 2025 for Rail Dynamics, a work for string trio
and fixed media written for his residency at the TANK Center for
the Sonic Arts in September 2024.
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Aric Vyhmeister

Composer and pianist Aric Vyhmeister (ASCAP) earned a Master
of Music in collaborative piano at the University of Colorado
Boulder and is currently pursuing graduate studies in composition
at CU Boulder under Carter Pann. Vyhmeister is a frequent
recitalist and chamber musician in the Denver area, served as
music director with the Boulder Opera Company, performed with
Art Song Colorado and the SoHap Ensemble and served on the
faculty at Metropolitan State University. He is also a regular guest
artist at the Salt Creek Song Festival in Ashland, Nebraska.
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Since 1920, the College of Music

offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National

Association of Schools of Music since 1941.
V3 T

Visit Website

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024.
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$25,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999

Marda Buchholz

Kate and Matt Cimino

James and Peggy Gutmann
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Lynn Streeter

Barbara Wagner

Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999

Dave Bowers

Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Daniel Trump

Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499

Maralee Beck and Andy Safir

Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel P. Sher
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss

Sandra and Bruce Dudley

Aileen and Steve Gleason

Your support helps keep

our music alive.

Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the
world-class music education and life-changing
professional opportunities we offer our students.
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring
the future of music at our university and in our
community.

Join our community of supporters!
* Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
e Contact our Advancement team

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between
Feb. 1, 2024-July 31, 2025.

Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz

Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman

Susan Julien

Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voilleque
David and Georgia Nelson

Chris and Linda Paris

Gail and Michael Shimmin

Frank Spaid

Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999

James Alleman and Barbara Miller
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly Il
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Alenka and Peter Han

Connie and Allen Hayden

John Hedderich

Richard* and Ruth Irvin

Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Linda Laird Giedl

Patricia and Thomas Miner

Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.

Connie and Harold Roth

Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen

Kelli and Van Hoisington

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499

Anonymous

Ingrid Becher

Cathy and Richard Berman
Steven Board

Laura and John Courier

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil

James Klausman

Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips

Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$150-$299

Anonymous

Jan Alexander

Mary and Davin Anderson
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers

David Becher

Judy Congdon

Karen Connolly

Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David

John and Zahra Davis
Robert Garnett

Jim Garrison

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Janie and Craig Lanning
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Karen Musick

Hien Nguyen

Gene Pollart

Pamela Rafferty

Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
William Roettker

Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Carol Thieme

Terry and Janet Venard

$50-$149

Anonymous

Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang
in memory of Benjamin Michael Pollack
Robert Barford

Kimberly and James Beasley
Kimberly and Robert Bond

Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud

Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz
in honor of Hubert Brown

Charles Byerly and Juliet Berzsenyi

Susan and William Campbell

John Davis

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna

Jackie Earnhart

Daniel Easton

Stephen Fincher

David Flory

Irma and Richard Gallagher
in honor of Alejandro Miguel Gallagher
Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Floyd Pierce
Tanya Ramond
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
Carmen and John Roebke
Judy Rogers
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Lonnie Simmons
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow
in memory of Sue Ann Symonds
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael Bendure
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for
Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies and
Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for Strategic
Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget,
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of
Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support
and Programming
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer
and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and
Program Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

RSONNEL

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Director of Ticketing and
Patron Services
Adrienne Havelka

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services Coordinator
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen

Lead Box Office Assistants
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger

Box Office Assistants
Macy Crow

Remy DeParis

Joel Ferst

Johnette Martin

Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM
Director, Macky Auditorium and
Artist Series

Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director
for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director for Production
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers
Richard Barrett
Scott Wickham

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager
Devin Hegger

House Managers
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo

Personnel lists current as

of Oct. 1, 2025. Visit the

most up to date staff directory
at this link.
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