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Faculty Tuesdays

Amok Time

Nicholas Perna, tenor and Jeremy Reger, piano
Featuring Mandy Spivak, soprano

Tuesday, Nov. 4, 2025, 7:30 p.m.

Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM

The Year’s at the Spring
Lena McLin (1928-2023)
Robert Browning, poet (1812-1889)

Young Love in Spring
Margaret Bonds (1913-1972)
Langston Hughes, poet (1902-1967)

A Young Man’s Exhortation
Gerald Finzi (1901-1956)
Thomas Hardy, poet (1840-1928)

Part I: Mane floreat, et transeat.
I A Young Man’s Exhortation

i Ditty

iii.  Budmouth Dears

iv.  Her Temple

V. The Comet at Yel’ham
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Part Il: Vespere decidat, induret et arescat.
vi.  Shortening Days

vii. The Sigh

viii. Former Beauties

iXx. Transformations

X.  The Dance Continued

Intermission

Moore’s Irish Melodies
Thomas Moore, poet (1779-1852)
arr. Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)

Avenging and Bright

The Minstrel Boy

The Last Rose of Summer

At Last I’ve Found You from Vanessa
Samuel Barber (1910-1981)
Mandy Spivak, soprano

Mr. Belloc’s Fancy

Peter Warlock (1894-1930)
J. C. Squire, poet (1884-1958)

The Crocodile

arr. Benjamin Britten

A Son of a Gambolier
Charles lves (1874-1954)
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Year’s at the Spring
Lena McLin (1928-2023)
Robert Browning, poet (1812-1889)
The year’s at the spring

And day’s at the morn;
Morning’s at seven;

The hillside’s dew-pearled;
The lark’s on the wing;

The snail’s on the thorn:

God’s in His heaven—

All’s right with the world!

Young Love in Spring

Margaret Bonds (1913-1972)

Langston Hughes, poet (1902-1967)

When the March winds roar like a lion, and the last little snow
flakes drift down

From a half dreary, half happy April sky, and then lovely May rolls
around,

And | walk with you down a country lane, we know that spring has
come again.

When the rising sun laughs at the dawn, and the scent of the soil’s
warm and sweet,

And the little green sprouts peep out of the earth and grow
upward, the sunshine to greet,

And we find a violet beside the way, we know that spring has
come to stay, spring has come our way.
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When | look at you in the haze of the twilight’s last lingering glow,
In the half dusky, half starry evening sky, where sweet scented
winds gently blow,

And our dreams, like birds hearing homeward, soar, we know that
spring has come once more.

A Young Man’s Exhortation

Gerald Finzi (1901-1956)

Thomas Hardy, poet (1840-1928)

Much of Finzi’s song output is settings of Hardy poetry, and A
Young Man’s Exhortation arguably represents the high point of
this output. This is Finzi’s only true song cycle, which originally
included five more settings, some of which were posthumously
included in his collection Before Life and After. The transient
poetry does not follow any traditional rhyme schemes. Often,
this results in Hardy and Finzi’s phrasing being a challenge
linguistically and musically. There is notable connective tissue of
motive, key, and poetic idea. | offer the following guide for the
listener as a road map to follow the poetic voice. While the first
half represents the young man and the second half the old man,
| would like to suggest that the speaker of the first half is already
the old man made young again. Particularly of note is the recurring
key of G major representing the girl and the man’s proximity, or
lack thereof, to his first love.
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Song Title Poetic Idea Key
Part |

I. A Young Man’s Exhortation The old man is young again Ab-A-E
ii. Ditty A boy meets a girl G

iii. Budmouth Dears The boys go off to war f#

iv. Her Temple The boy and the girl marry f

v. The Comet at Yel’ham The girl dies young g-G-g
Part Il

vi. Shortening Days The old man is ready for his harvest d-A
vii. The Sigh Recounting his wife to his children G

viii. Former Beauties Acceptance of age e-D

ix. Transformations Resurrection G-D

x. The Dance Continued The cycle continues g-F-d

Part I: Mane floreat, et transeat. (“In the morning it
flourisheth, and groweth up. Psalm 90:6a)

I. A Young Man’s Exhortation

Call off your eyes from care

By some determined deftness; put forth joys
Dear as excess without the core that cloys,
And charm Life’s lourings fair.

Exalt and crown the hour

That girdles us, and fill it full with glee,
Blind glee, excelling aught could ever be,
Were heedfulness in power.

Send up such touching strains

That limitless recruits from Fancy’s pack

Shall rush upon your tongue, and tender back
All that your soul contains.
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For what do we know best?

That a fresh love-leaf crumpled soon will dry,
And that men moment after moment die,

Of all scope dispossest.

If | have seen one thing

It is the passing preciousness of dreams;

That aspects are within us; and who seems

Most kingly is the King.

Ii. Ditty

Beneath a knap where flown
Nestlings play,

Within walls of weathered stone,
Far away

From the files of formal houses,

By the bough the firstling browses,
Lives a Sweet: no merchants meet,
No man barters, no man sells
Where she dwells.

Upon that fabric fair

‘Here is shel’

Seems written everywhere

Unto me.

But to friends and nodding neighbours,
Fellow wights in lot and labours,

Who descry the times as |,

No such lucid legend tells

Where she dwells.
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Should | lapse to what | was

Ere we met;

(Such will not be, but because

Some forget

Let me feign it) — none would notice
That where she | know by rote is
Spread a strange and withering change,
Like a drying of the wells

Where she dwells.

To feel | might have kissed -
Loved as true —

Otherwhere, nor Mine have missed
My life through,

Had | never wandered near her,

Is a smart severe — severer

In the thought that she is nought,
Even as |, beyond the dells

Where she dwells.

And Devotion droops her glance
To recall

What bond-servants of Chance
We are all.

| but found her in that, going

On my errant path unknowing,

| did not out-skirt the spot

That no spot on earth excels -
Where she dwells!
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iii. Budmouth Dears

When we lay where Budmouth Beach is,

O, the girls were fresh as peaches,

With their tall and tossing figures and their eyes of blue and brown!
And our hearts would ache with longing

As we paced from our sing-songing,

With a smart Clink! Clink! up the Esplanade and down.

They distracted and delayed us

By the pleasant pranks they played us,

And what marvel, then, if troopers, even of regiments of renown,
On whom flashed those eyes divine, O,

Should forget that countersign, O,

As we tore Clink! Clink! back to camp above the town.

Do they miss us much, | wonder,

Now that war has swept us sunder,

And we roam from where the faces smile to where the faces
frown?

And no more behold the features

Of the fair fantastic creatures,

And no more Clink! Clink! past the parlours of the town?

Shall we once again there meet them?

Falter fond attempts to greet them?

Will the gay sling-jacket glow again beside the muslin gown? -
Will they archly quiz and con us

With a sideway glance upon us,

While our spurs Clink! Clink! up the Esplanade and down?
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iv. Her Temple

Dear, think not that they will forget you:
— If craftsmanly art should be mine

| will build up a temple, and set you
Therein as its shrine.

They may say: ‘Why a woman such honour?’
— Be told, ‘O so sweet was her fame,

That a man heaped this splendour upon her;
None now knows his name.’

v. The Comet at Yell’ham

It bends far over Yell’ham Plain,
And we, from Yell’ham Height,
Stand and regard its fiery train,
So soon to swim from sight.

It will return long years hence, when
As now its strange swift shine

Will fall on Yell’ham; but not then
On that sweet form of thine.
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Part lI: Vespere decidat, induret et arescat. (In the

evening it is cut down and withereth. Psalm 90:6b)

vi. Shortening Days

The first fire since the summer is lit, and is smoking into the room:
The sun-rays thread it through, like woof-lines in a loom.
Sparrows spurt from the hedge, whom misgivings appal

That winter did not leave last year for ever, after all.

Like shock-headed urchins, spiny-haired,

Stand pollard willows, their twigs just bared.

Who is this coming with pondering pace,
Black and ruddy, with white embossed,

His eyes being black, and ruddy his face
And the marge of his hair like morning frost?
It’s the cider-maker,

And appletree-shaker,

And behind him on wheels, in readiness,

His mill, and tubs, and vat, and press.

vii. The Sigh

Little head against my shoulder,
Shy at first, then somewhat bolder,
And up-eyed;

Till she, with a timid quaver,
Yielded to the kiss | gave her;

But, she sighed.

That there mingled with her feeling
Some sad thought she was concealing
It implied.

PROGRAM PAGE 10 CU* PRESENTS | CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC



— Not that she had ceased to love me,
None on earth she set above me;
But she sighed.

She could not disguise a passion,
Dread, or doubt, in weakest fashion
If she tried:

Nothing seemed to hold us sundered,
Hearts were victors; so | wondered
Why she sighed.

Afterwards | knew her throughly,
And she loved me staunchly, truly,
Till she died;

But she never made confession
Why, at that first sweet concession,
She had sighed.

It was in our May, remember;

And though now | near November
And abide

Till my appointed change, unfretting,
Sometimes | sit half regretting

That she sighed.
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viii. Former Beauties

These market-dames, mid-aged, with lips thin-drawn,
And tissues sere,

Are they the ones we loved in years agone,

And courted here?

Are these the muslined pink young things to whom
We vowed and swore

In nooks on summer Sundays by the Froom,

Or Budmouth shore?

Do they remember those gay tunes we trod
Clasped on the green;

Aye; trod till moonlight set on the beaten sod
A satin sheen?

They must forget, forget! They cannot know
What once they were,

Or memory would transfigure them, and show
Them always fair.

iIX. Transformations
Portion of this yew

Is a man my grandsire knew,
Bosomed here at its foot:
This branch may be his wife,
A ruddy human life

Now turned to a green shoot.

These grasses must be made
Of her who often prayed,
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Last century, for repose;
And the fair girl long ago
Whom | often tried to know
May be entering this rose.

So, they are not underground,
But as nerves and veins abound
In the growths of upper air,

And they feel the sun and rain,
And the energy again

That made them what they were!

x. The Dance Continued

Regret not me;

Beneath the sunny tree

| lie uncaring, slumbering peacefully.

Swift as the light
| flew my faery flight;
Ecstatically | moved, and feared no night.

| did not know
That heydays fade and go,
But deemed that what was would be always so.

| skipped at morn

Between the yellowing corn,
Thinking it good and glorious to be born.
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| ran at eves
Among the piled-up sheaves,
Dreaming, ‘I grieve not, therefore nothing grieves’.

Now soon will come
The apple, pear, and plum,
And hinds will sing, and autumn insects hum.

Again you will fare

To cider-makings rare,

And junketings; but | shall not be there.

Yet gaily sing

Until the pewter ring

Those songs we sang when we went gipsying.

And lightly dance
Some triple-timed romance
In coupled figures, and forget mischance;

And mourn not me

Beneath the yellowing tree;
For | shall mind not, slumbering peacefully.
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Moore’s Irish Melodies
Thomas Moore, poet (1779-1852)
arr. Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)

Avenging and Bright

Avenging and bright fall the swift sword of Erin

On him who the brave sons of Usna betray’d!

For every fond eye he hath waken’d a tear in

A drop from his heart-wounds shall weep o’er her blade.

By the red cloud that hung over Conor’s dark dwelling,
When Ulad’s three champions lay sleeping in gore

By the billows of war, which so often, high swelling,,
Have wafted these heroes to victory’s shore

We swear to avenge them! no joy shall be tasted,

The harp shall be silent, the maiden unwed,

Our halls shall be mute, and our fields shall lie wasted,

Till vengeance is wreak’d on the murderer’s head.

Yes, monarch! though sweet are our home recollections,
Though sweet are the tears that from tenderness fall;
Though sweet are our friendships, our hopes, our affections,
Revenge on a tyrant is sweetest of all!
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The Minstrel Boy

The Minstrel-boy to the war is gone,
In the ranks of death you’ll find him;
His father’s sword he has girded on,
And his wild harp slung behind him

“Land of song!” said the warrior-bard,
“Though all the world betrays thee,

One sword, at least, thy rights shall guard,
One faithful harp shall praise thee!”

The Minstrel felll—but the foeman’s chain
Could not bring his proud soul under;
The harp he loved ne’er spoke again,

For he tore its cords asunder;

And said, “No chains shall gully thee,

Thou soul of love and bravery!

Thy songs were made for the brave and free,
They shall never sound in slavery!”
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The Last Rose of Summer
‘Tis the last rose of Summer,
Left blooming alone;

All her lovely companions

Are faded and gone;

No flower of her kindred,

No rose-bud is nigh,

To reflect back her blushes

Or give sigh for sigh!

I’'ll not leave thee, thou lone one,
To pine on the stem;

Since the lovely are sleeping,
Go sleep thou with them.

Thus kindly | scatter

Thy leaves o’er the bed

Where thy mates of the garden
Lie scentless and dead.

So soon may | follow,

When friendships decay,

And from Love’s shining circle
The gems drop away!

When true hearts lie withered,
And fond ones are flown,

Oh! who would inhabit

This bleak world alone?
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PERSONNEL

Nicholas Perna, tenor
Jeremy Reger, piano

Mandy Spivak

Soprano Mandy Spivak has been an active performer and
educator for the past two decades and joined the voice faculty

at the University of Northern Colorado infall 2024. Spivak holds

a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in vocal performance from the
Frost School of Music at the University of Miami and a Master of
Music degree from the Moores School of Music at the University
of Houston. Prior to her appointment at UNC, she held teaching
positions in Mississippi, West Virginia and Florida, and maintains
an active private studio. She has sung with companies such as
Opera Mississippi and Amarillo Opera, and as a frequent recitalist
and orchestral soloist most recently appeared in Mendelssohn’s
Elijah (Mississippi Chorus) and Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass (Bailey
Choral Festival). Spivak resides in Erie with her husband and two
children, who are all participants in music and the arts.
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Since 1920, the College of Music

offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National

Association of Schools of Music since 1941.
V3 T

Visit Website

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024.
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.
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of performing arts on the beautiful
University of Colorado Boulder campus.
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$25,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999

Marda Buchholz

Kate and Matt Cimino

James and Peggy Gutmann
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Lynn Streeter

Barbara Wagner

Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999

Dave Bowers

Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Daniel Trump

Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499

Maralee Beck and Andy Safir

Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel P. Sher
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss

Sandra and Bruce Dudley

Aileen and Steve Gleason

Your support helps keep

our music alive.

Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the
world-class music education and life-changing
professional opportunities we offer our students.
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring
the future of music at our university and in our
community.

Join our community of supporters!
* Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
e Contact our Advancement team

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between
Feb. 1, 2024-July 31, 2025.

Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz

Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman

Susan Julien

Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voilleque
David and Georgia Nelson

Chris and Linda Paris

Gail and Michael Shimmin

Frank Spaid

Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999

James Alleman and Barbara Miller
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly Il
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Alenka and Peter Han

Connie and Allen Hayden

John Hedderich

Richard* and Ruth Irvin

Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Linda Laird Giedl

Patricia and Thomas Miner

Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.

Connie and Harold Roth

Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen

Kelli and Van Hoisington

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499

Anonymous

Ingrid Becher

Cathy and Richard Berman
Steven Board

Laura and John Courier

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil

James Klausman

Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips

Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$150-$299

Anonymous

Jan Alexander

Mary and Davin Anderson
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers

David Becher

Judy Congdon

Karen Connolly

Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David

John and Zahra Davis
Robert Garnett

Jim Garrison

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Janie and Craig Lanning
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Karen Musick

Hien Nguyen

Gene Pollart

Pamela Rafferty

Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
William Roettker

Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Carol Thieme

Terry and Janet Venard

$50-$149

Anonymous

Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang
in memory of Benjamin Michael Pollack
Robert Barford

Kimberly and James Beasley
Kimberly and Robert Bond

Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud

Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz
in honor of Hubert Brown

Charles Byerly and Juliet Berzsenyi

Susan and William Campbell

John Davis

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna

Jackie Earnhart

Daniel Easton

Stephen Fincher

David Flory

Irma and Richard Gallagher
in honor of Alejandro Miguel Gallagher
Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Floyd Pierce
Tanya Ramond
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
Carmen and John Roebke
Judy Rogers
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Lonnie Simmons
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow
in memory of Sue Ann Symonds
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael Bendure
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for
Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies and
Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for Strategic
Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget,
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of
Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support
and Programming
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer
and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and
Program Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

RSONNEL

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Director of Ticketing and
Patron Services
Adrienne Havelka

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant
Maya Reno

Marketing Assistant
Maija Brandt

Box Office Services Coordinator
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen

Lead Box Office Assistants
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger

Box Office Assistants
Macy Crow

Remy DeParis

Joel Ferst

Johnette Martin

Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM
Director, Macky Auditorium and
Artist Series

Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director
for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director for Production
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers
Richard Barrett
Scott Wickham

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager
Devin Hegger

House Managers
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo

Personnel lists current as

of Oct. 1, 2025. Visit the

most up to date staff directory
at this link.
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