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Program
“Umoja” 
Valerie Coleman (b. 1970)
Juniper Winds; Coached by Yoshi Ishikawa
Lauren Flaten, flute; Elizabeth Phillips, oboe; Kristen Pierri, clarinet;  
J.T. Holdbrooks, bassoon; Maria Long, horn

Welcome
John Davis, Dean

“Our Time” from Merrily We Roll Along
Music and Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim (b. 1930)
Matthew Chellis, Director
Bachelor of Music in Musical Theatre Degree Cohort

The Impact of Scholarships – Part I
Izzy Fincher, BM student, classical guitar
Lydia Wagenknecht, PhD student, musicology

La forza del destino “Overture”  
Giuseppe Verdi (1813-1901)
arr. Joachim Linckelmann
Juniper Winds

The Impact of Scholarships – Part II
Marty Coffin Evans, College of Music donor, Music Advisory Board Member
Susan Thomas, Professor of Musicology, Director of the American Music Research Center

“Por un cerro mejor” 
Antonio Sanchez (b. 1971)
Thompson Latin Jazz Ensemble
Victor Mestas, director, piano; Pablo Beltran, saxophone; Nate Bitter, trombone;  
Rafael Castillo-Halvorssen, trumpet; Alejandro Castańo, drums;  
Leo Muńoz, congas/percussion; Andres Orco, guitar; Matt Smiley, bass

Closing
John Davis, Dean



Outstanding students 2020-21
Each spring, students who are on track to graduate with honors are considered nominees for the 
Outstanding Student Awards and voted upon by the College of Music faculty. Individuals elected 
as the Outstanding Student for each class exhibit a strong record of accomplishment in their 
applied studios and ensembles, academic excellence and extraordinary service and/or leadership 
during the past academic year. Funding for the Outstanding Senior, Sophomore and Freshman 
Awards comes from the College of Music Scholarship Endowment. The Outstanding Junior 
receives the Theodore Presser Academic Performance Award.

Outstanding Freshman: Mikaela Schindler
Outstanding Sophomore: Isabel Goodwin
Outstanding Junior: Izzy Fincher
Outstanding Senior: Claire Gunsbury

Scholarship and award recipients
Undergraduate
Joey Aigner
Evan Allenson
Sebastian Alvarez
Ingrid Anderson
Sean Applebee
Enrique Arellano
Caleb Arivett
Joselyn Arnett
Christian Atherton
Courtney Badura
Ella Bajcsi
Max 
Balasubramaniam

Abbey Beaton
Eponine Bell
Jacqueline Bell
Jack Francis Bendure
Jorin Benson
Joseph Berrios
Ethan Blake

Katarina Bojarski
Clarrisse Penelope 
Bosman

Michelle Brannon
Olivia Breen
Sam Bruckner
Calen Brudos-Nockels
Nathan Burak
Karen Buri
Melissa Burke-
Manwaring

Charles Thrift 
Burnside

Dane Burton
Ellie Caven
Ashley Civelli
Megan Cody
Carson Rey Conley
Finn Cruit
Isabella Daily

Amy Delevoryas
Carter DeSouza
Daniel Diringer
Amruta Divekar
Raven Dow-Hygelund
Logan Duschatko
Alex Engelhardt
Juli Ennis
Pearl Enssle
Cooper Etters
Indigo Farmer
Emilie Feve
Izzy Fincher
Ariel Flach
Isabella Ford
William Foster
Ivan Alejandro 
Gallego

Nathaniel George
Corbin Glover

Annalise Goetz
Ben Golden
Isabel Burgos 
Goodwin

Erika Gossett
Autumn Greenlee
Madeline Guyer
Benjamin Haight
Kevin Grant Halsey
Rose Hansen
Anna Hansil
Madison Hardick
Larissa Harrison
Emelie Hartrampf
Georgia Hastie
Elizabeth Healy
Zane Holland
Bailey Holman
Isaiah Holt
Carli Huffine



Sharon Hui
Logan Indge
Alisa Johnson
Camden Johnson
Eliot Johnson
Anna Kalya Kallinikos
Jenn Kaphammer
Bryce Kayser
Ervin Keeling
Jessica Kim
Griffin Klapp
Andrea Kloehn
Reina Krumvieda
Jordyn Kurlander
Gabriel Christopher Kyne
Yuna Langehennig
Ayla Lantz
Eunjeong Lee
Nia Lepore
John Lettang
Milo Lewon
Fuweiyu Li
Sarah Grace Lime
Elizabeth Lo
Alexandra Loran
Ross Lowrey
Luke Lozano
Elizabeth Macintosh
Alecia Marquardt
Garrett Masotti
Ethan Mead
Jack Merrill
Laynie Metsker
Samuel Meyer
Becket Monaghan
Emma Myers
Maya Napolillo
Edward Ness
Soria Nguyen
Valerie Nguyen
Harland Nicholson
Samuel Nixon

Sophie Oehlers
Daniel Orthel
Jerimiah Otto
Karl Pankratz
William Pavilonis
Taysia Petersen
Elijah Pouliot
Keenan Powell
Gareth Rader
Annalee Reavis
Adriana Ripley
Lucinda Rissman
Colin Roberts
Shelby Roberts
Benjamin Robinson
Devin Rocha
Elan Rochell-Share
Lucy Rogers
Tori Rognerud
Zoë Rollins
Asha Romeo
Aidan Roux
Quinn Rubin
Julian Ruiz
Gena Rumsey
Eliot Sale
Jeremy Salgado
Ian Saverin
Louis Saxton
Robert Scherer
Mikaela Schindler
Anna-Claire Schultz
Kieran J Scruggs
Bebe Seidenberg
Keegan Shaw
Jonas Pavão Shofler
Dylan Silverstein
James Singer
Josiah Smith
William Snider
Noah Solomon
Hayden Sovereign

Bryce Spencer
Jake Spies
Spencer D Stepanek
Grayson Stewart
Sophia Stout
Sheridan Sturm
Jonah Sutinen
Colin Terk
Marco Tovar-Esparza
Madison Triplett
Max Tuning
Megan Twain
Scott Tyler Underwood
Josh Vance
Carolyn VanderWerf
Eric Vasquez
Joshua Vierra
Terry Vis
Agatha Wagman
Logan Wagner
Kendall Walker
Nelson Walker
Rosalee Walsh
Olivia Walt
Boheng Wang
Marisa Weissmann
Matthew Wiest
Blair Williamson
George Willis
Iris Wong
Rowan Woodbury
Anna Worlund
Brandon Wu
Emily Zalevsky
Gabriella Zelek
Ashley Zipperich



Graduate
Payton Andrews
Kedrick Terrell 
Armstrong

Dmitri Ascarrunz
Victor Avila 
Luvsangenden

Riley Bahin
Victoria Bakewell
Miguel Angel Ortega 
Bañales

Logan Banister
Mario L. S. Barbosa
Laena Batchelder
Pablo Beltran
Brenda Y Berganza
Nathan Bitter
Seth Bixler
Ilan Blanck
Thomas Bocchi
Francisco Borja-Prieto
Ben Boskoff
Eric Botto
Chris Boulais
Chloe Braynen
Conor Abbott Brown
Dilon Bryan
Tiani Butts
Sarah Cain
Alejandro Castano
Allison Cawthon
Benjamin Pongtep 
Cefkin

Maeve Celedon
Alan Chan
Zachariah Cheever
Shannon Paige 
Christie

Bryan Chuan
Nicole Chung
Olivia Huizar Conner
Rachelle Crowell

Jessica Daniel
Christian De La Torre
Britta de Groot
Zerek Dodson
Raul Dominguez
Christopher M Eagles
Elijah English
Antonio Esposito
Jackson Feaster
Jessie Flasschoen 
Campbell

Lauren Flaten
John Lewis Fowler
Ryan Frenk
Mandy Gessler
Renee Noel Gilliland
Kira Goya
Garrett Graves
Kevin Gunia
Ryan Hale
Jack Harrington
Braeden Held
Sam C Henderson
Veda Hingert-
McDonald

JT Holdbrooks
Cameron Holt
Richi Hsieh
Chen-Fang Hsu
Ubochi Stella Igbokwe
Gyungsun Im
Catherine Jaicks
Karl Isaac Johnson
O’Neil Jones
Euijin Jung
Reuben Kebede
Hannah Kennedy
Alex King
Jessie Lausé
Grace Law
Kyrie Laybourn

Randel Leung
Er-Hsuan Li
Aaron Lockhart
Maria Long
Melissa Lubecke
Christopher James 
Luebke-Brown

Anna Lugbill
Peyton Magalhaes
Nathaniel Marsh
Aimée McAnulty
Jackson McLellan
Kurt Melendy
Noah Mennenga
Erick Miranda
Yukino Miyake
Anna Montgomery
Daniel Moore
Benjamin Morris
James Morris
Jun Young Na
Tara Neeley
Charles Oldenkamp
Andres Orco
Rebecca Ortiz
Tyler Padgett
Gloria Palermo
Hyeji Park
Anastasiia Pavlenko
Elizabeth Phillips
Kristen Pierri
Gleyton Pinto
Isaac Ponce Urbina
Christopher Powell
Jessica Quah
Gentry Ragsdale
Gabrielle 
Razafinjatovo

Lisa Read
J. David Reid
Alexis Rolls-Duffy

Olivia Russell-Botto
Pedro Sanchez-
Mijares

Gabriel Schirn
Matthew Sebald
Ari Sharfstein
Madison Sinan
Alexandra Siso
Valerie Sly
Matthew Smiley
Elizabeth Smith
Keith Stanfield
Derek Stoughton
Brandon Stover
Sophie Stubbs
Brandon Swing
Keith Allen Teepen
Grace Templeton
Abby Rose Terrill
Jacob Thurston
Melda Turunçoğlu
Katherine Vest
Lydia Wagenknecht
Dawna Rae Warren
Ethan Watson
Jacob Webb
Dan Wessler
Jacob West
Kane White
Andrew Wilder
Jovani Williams
Michael Winkler
Jonathon Winter
Paul Wolf
Max Wolpert
Joy Yamaguchi
Ya-Ting Yang
Victor Zhang
Xi Zhang



Scholarships
◊ denotes endowed scholarships

Adopt-A-Student Scholarship
Established in 1995, the Adopt-A-Student Scholarship supports talented 
musicians as they study to become the finest musicians of tomorrow. 
Sponsors pledge multiple years of support and have the opportunity to 
build a relationship with their student. Sponsors can also learn more about 
the music field and a student’s personal journey to becoming a musician. 
Students benefit from knowing that there is a community of supporters 
who value what they do and want to support the future of music. 

Nancy and Ted Anderson Music Scholarship ◊
Nancy Anderson earned a bachelor’s degree at the College of Music 
in 1928. When she passed away in 1969, her husband Ted Anderson 
gave her piano to the college. In 1990, shortly before his death, Mr. 
Anderson established this endowed scholarship for select undergraduate 
or graduate students exhibiting excellence in either performance or 
academic accomplishment in music.

Charlene Archibeque Choral Scholarship ◊
One of America’s foremost choral conductors and teachers, Dr. Charlene 
Archibeque was the first woman to earn a Doctor of Musical Arts in 
choral conducting at the University of Colorado Boulder in 1969. After a 
distinguished teaching career at the junior high, high school and junior 
college levels in San Diego, Archibeque served for 35 years as Director 
of Choral Activities at San Jose State University where she trained 
hundreds of today’s choral conductors, both at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. Archibeque established this endowed choral conducting 
scholarship to support and inspire the next generation of choral 
conductors at her alma mater.

Architects of Music Opportunity Fund ◊
Both Don Johnson and the C. W. Bixler Family Foundation believe in 
the power of giving back to society. This endowed opportunity fund 
supports student success through pre-professional opportunities such as 
commissions, special projects, conferences, conventions, competitions, 
workshops and summer programs, all while furthering the legacy of Don 
Johnson’s grandfather, Dr. C.W. Bixler and the Bixler/Johnson family. This 
fund may also support exceptional composition students.
 
Beckie Reeder Arnold Piano Scholarship ◊
The late Terrie Stewart endowed this scholarship to honor her first piano 
teacher, mentor and lifelong friend, Beckie Reeder Arnold, who instilled in 
Stewart the important musical values that underpinned her lifelong love 
of music making. Stewart came to Boulder from Texas in 1977 to pursue 
a doctoral degree in piano performance. After graduating, she performed 
with great success as a chamber musician and accompanist. In 2000, she 
joined the College of Music faculty, endearing herself to all who knew her. 
This endowed scholarship recognizes excellence in vocal or instrumental 
piano chamber music performance.

Joyce Mata Ashley Scholarship ◊
Joyce Mata Ashley earned a bachelor’s degree at St. Olaf College in 
1960 and a master’s in music education at CU Boulder in 1964. She 
started another master’s in counseling while at CU Boulder, which she 
later finished at South Dakota State University in 1966. She served as a 
guidance counselor for 28 years, continuing to study and perform music. 
She appeared with numerous choirs and orchestras as a singer and 
cellist, respectively. Out of her love for music, she created this endowed 
scholarship for graduate students majoring in choral music education.

ATLAS Composition Fellowship
In 2007, the composition department established the ATLAS Fellowship, 
which supports a single third-year doctoral student each year. The ATLAS 
Fellow develops an evening-length program of original music, usually 
incorporating electronic and/or video components along with other 

technologies. The program is showcased in the Roser ATLAS Blackbox 
Theatre during the spring semester.

Bagley Prize ◊
The late Silvia Bagley was the daughter of musically gifted Russian 
immigrants who came to America at the turn of the century. At 16, Bagley 
was chosen as a soloist for the dedication and the first nationwide 
broadcast of KOA radio. At 18, she was awarded a fellowship from the 
Juilliard Foundation, the first known Coloradan to do so. She earned 
a master’s degree in music at CU Boulder in 1941. The Bagley Prize 
is an endowed scholarship named in memory of Samuel and Frances 
Bagley, Silvia Bagley’s parents. It recognizes voice students who show 
exceptional promise. This fund also provides support for the Anderson 
Competition.
 
Frank W. Baird Trumpet Scholarship ◊
Frank W. Baird taught trumpet at the College of Music for 35 years. His 
dedication and knowledge of music and the trumpet made a profound 
impact on the hundreds of students who studied with him. This endowed 
scholarship was established in his memory to recognize outstanding 
talent in trumpet performance. In 2019, a former student Baird made a 
significant, anonymous gift to further enhance this scholarship and pay 
tribute to his longtime teacher and mentor.

John W. (Jack) Bartram Memorial Scholarship ◊
John “Jack” W. Bartram graduated from CU Boulder in 1941 with a 
degree in chemistry and worked the following 39 years at the university. 
For his years of dedication, he received the Robert L. Stearns Award, 
the University Medal and an honorary membership in the college’s wind 
symphony. Bartram, a frequent concert attendee, was an avid xylophone 
player. When he died, his wife Hattie created this endowed scholarship, 
which received additional funds from his many friends and from his 
brother, John Masters.

Bettina Baruch Foundation Scholarship
Established in 2001, the Bettina Baruch Foundation supports numerous 
music programs and animal shelters around the country. This scholarship 
generously supports bassoon students who show exceptional talent and 
propensity for success in performance.

Virginia Blake Becker Scholarship ◊
Floyd Becker created the Virginia Blake Becker Scholarship Fund to 
honor his wife Virginia, who played the flute as a child. The Beckers met 
while attending CU Boulder. They were longtime Artist Series subscribers 
and attended many concerts at the College of Music. In Mrs. Becker’s 
memory, this endowed scholarship received further generous support 
from her children, M. Lynn Becker, PhD; Steven Becker and Karen Lian, 
as well as from Karen’s husband Douglas. This endowed scholarship 
supports students majoring in flute performance.

Bixler Music Scholarship
Both Don Johnson and the C. W. Bixler Family Foundation believe in the 
power of giving back to society. Since its founding in 1961, the Bixler 
Foundation has funded millions to further education and healthcare in 
Colorado. Five generations from the Bixler/Johnson family have attended 
the University of Colorado, including Dr. C.W. Bixler, who graduated in 
1907, and his grandson Don Johnson, who graduated 1962. Dr. C.W. 
Bixler’s legacy spans three centuries and continues to positively impact 
humanity. The Bixler Music Scholarship provides sustaining support for 
exceptional music students from Colorado.

Claudia Boettcher Merthan Vocal Scholarship ◊
Claudia Boettcher Merthan established this endowed scholarship to 
recognize outstanding vocal students with exceptional talent. She is a 
College of Music alumna and sang in retired Dean Warner Imig’s Modern 
Choir. Merthan served as chair of the Boettcher Foundation in Denver and 
has been active on various boards in the Denver area.

Bourne/Yaroush Family Music Scholarship
A Boston native, Lyle Bourne studied psychology at Brown University 
and the University of Wisconsin. He went on to teach psychology at the 
University of Utah, University of California Berkeley and finally at CU 



Boulder in 1963. Bourne’s wife Rita Yaroush first arrived at CU Boulder 
as an undergraduate. She was the first in her family to obtain a college 
degree, and eventually earned a PhD at CU Denver. Her studies and life 
in Boulder opened so many doors to achieving a fulfilling life as a PhD 
psychologist in both research and clinical practice. Though psychology 
comes more easily to them, Bourne and Yaroush have an undeniable 
love of music. Together, they established this jazz scholarship to support 
talented sophomores and juniors at the College of Music.

Darrell and Lauren Boyle Scholarship ◊
Darrell Boyle graduated from CU Boulder in 1970 with a degree in 
business finance. Lauren Boyle earned a bachelor’s degree in music 
education at CU Boulder in 1971. The Boyles endowed the Darrell and 
Lauren Boyle Scholarship to help motivate young people to pursue their 
dreams. This endowed scholarship supports talented students who 
demonstrate the potential for significant careers in opera and/or music 
theater.

DeWitt and Billie Marie Brennan Scholarship ◊
DeWitt “De” and Billie Marie Brennan both graduated from CU Boulder 
and pursued careers in education: he as a math teacher and administrator, 
she as a music teacher and librarian. They were great patrons of the arts, 
especially opera. They led tours for the Denver Lyric Opera Guild for many 
years. Mrs. Brennan served on the Metropolitan Opera National Council 
and was chair for the Rocky Mountain Regional Auditions. The Brennans 
were devoted to helping music students at CU Boulder, as they believed 
education was the key to success. Their endowed memorial scholarship 
supports talented opera students. This fund also provides support for the 
Anderson Competition.

Burford-O’Neal-Taniguchi Scholarship for the Entrepreneurship 
Center for Music ◊
Steve and Barbara Taniguchi, longtime supporters of the College of 
Music, partnered with their friends Joe and Shirley Burford and Shawn 
and Kristi O’Neal to establish this endowed scholarship, which supports 
undergraduate or graduate students seeking a certificate from the 
Entrepreneurship Center for Music, a business minor, or a similar degree, 
with the goal of encouraging music majors to also explore business topics.

Butler Graduate String Scholarship
Patricia Butler, JD, DrPH, is an amateur violinist and longtime supporter of 
scholarships at the College of Music. Because she values the many gifts 
that the college provides to Boulder—the artistry and teaching skills of 
its faculty, its attraction of world-renowned guest artists and its talented 
students—she established this scholarship to support exceptional 
graduate string musicians.
 
Chuck, Jane and Jeff Byers Family Scholarship for Choral Music 
Education ◊
Charles “Chuck” Byers was a College of Music faculty member, associate 
dean, director of the University Singers and creator of the Madrigal 
Festival. He received the Robert L. Stearns Award when he retired in 1986. 
His wife Jane was a well-known voice teacher. Her voice was a vibrant 
part of the music community. Her belief was, “If you want to sing, then 
sing!” She sang in various music groups including the Tuesday Morning 
music group and the Faculty Wives music group. Chuck and Jane’s 
son, Jeff, was a College of Music alumnus, classical baritone player and 
educator in Zurich, Switzerland.

Caroline Trevelyan Chavez Music Scholarship
A generous gift from the estate of Caroline Trevelyan Chavez established 
this scholarship, which supports talented students at the College of Music. 
Chavez earned a bachelor’s degree at the CU Boulder College of Arts and 
Sciences in 1950 and went on to serve the New Mexico Department of 
Education as an administrator, statistician and analyst.

Rebecca Beardmore Chavez and Briana Lee Rees Memorial 
Scholarship ◊
Rebecca Jane Beardmore Chavez earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in music at CU Boulder. A highly acclaimed pianist, she became one of 
the most popular and respected music teachers in Pueblo, Colorado. Her 
mother, Edna Beardmore-Johnson, originally established this endowed 

scholarship in 1996 in memory of Becky’s courage, dedication and talent. 
Abel Chavez, Rebecca’s husband, made a major memorial contribution 
and renamed the scholarship in 2018 to include the memory of their 
daughter, Briana Lee Chavez Rees, who earned a bachelor’s in political 
science at CU Boulder in 2006. Like her father, mother and grandmother, 
Briana shared a deep love of music.

Herbert T. Clark Scholarship ◊
This endowed scholarship was established by the estate of Herbert T. Clark 
and Bertha Bailey to support deserving students at the College of Music.

Berton Coffin Graduate Voice Scholarship ◊
Berton Coffin served on the voice faculty for over 30 years, including as 
its chair. The department became nationally recognized largely because of 
the accomplishments of his former students and through the publication of 
his texts on pedagogy. This endowed scholarship to support outstanding 
graduate voice students was established upon Coffin’s retirement in 1977. 
Gifts were contributed by colleagues, students and family members, 
including Coffin’s wife Mildred and daughter Martha Coffin Evans. Mildred 
was the director of the CU Artist Series for 25 years and Martha has served 
on the Vocal Advisory Board and Music Advisory Board for many years.
 
Arline P. Cohen Music Scholarship ◊
Brent R. Cohen, a Denver attorney, established this endowed scholarship 
as a Mother’s Day gift. Arline P. Cohen, a pianist and jazz enthusiast, was 
appointed by the governor of Wyoming to serve the state in many cultural 
capacities. As chair of the Wyoming Council on the Arts, she established 
and instigated increased support for many arts and cultural initiatives 
across the state. She also sang with the Cheyenne Choir. In honor of 
Mrs. Cohen, this endowed scholarship supports exceptionally talented 
sophomore or junior students in piano or voice.

College of Music Scholarship Endowment ◊
The College of Music Scholarship Endowment was one of the first 
endowments established at the College of Music. It has grown through 
the generous donations of individuals who feel a deep connection to the 
College of Music and wish to build an endowment to support student 
education.

Walter and Jenny Kate Collins Memorial Graduate Fellowship in 
Choral Studies ◊
Walter “Wally” Collins joined the College of Music in 1971 as a professor 
and associate dean. He was a distinguished choral research scholar 
and one of the architects of the nationally recognized graduate program 
in choral conducting. Collins remained active in performance, the 
mentorship of students and research even after his retirement in 1988. 
Collins’ many friends, colleagues and former students established this 
endowed fellowship following his death in 1997. The endowed scholarship 
also honors his wife, Jane “Jenny Kate” Collins, who worked at CU 
Boulder and was an active volunteer in the community.

Colorado Vocal Promise Award
The Colorado Vocal Promise Award Fund provides recruiting awards 
for talented incoming voice students from Colorado who exhibit truly 
outstanding vocal talent and demonstrated legitimate classical vocal 
technique.

Composition Awards
A number of awards are granted to talented student composers each year. 
These awards recognize exceptional student compositions in many styles, 
traditions and orchestrations including works for choirs, wind ensembles, 
electro-acoustic ensembles and more.

Joan Catoni Conlon Graduate Choral Fellowship ◊
Joan Catoni Conlon is professor and director of graduate choral 
research emerita for CU Boulder, where she previously conducted the 
University Singers. She and her husband Frank met in an ensemble she 
was conducting. Joan and Frank hope this fellowship will encourage 
alumni participants to join them in supporting CU Boulder’s choral music 
program. This endowed fellowship is especially intended for students who 
conduct a wide chronology of choral music from the Renaissance period 
through contemporary music.



CUltivate Undergraduate String Scholarship
Recognizing the financial strain placed on the College of Music by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Takács Quartet established a new scholarship 
to help recruit and retain top string students and maintain the excellence 
of the string department as a whole. The CUltivate Undergraduate 
String Scholarship provides critical support for students at a time when 
scholarships are more important than ever.

Wilma and Perry Louis Cunningham Graduate Scholarship  
in Voice ◊
Perry Louis Cunningham was a highly respected member of the College 
of Music voice faculty for many years. He developed many outstanding 
singers who helped build the fine reputation that the College of Music 
now enjoys. After his death, his children Meredith, Cameron and Russell 
established an endowed voice scholarship in memory of their parents.

Frank and Gina Day Music Scholarship ◊
Gina Day, a past member of the Music Advisory Board, and her husband 
Frank are well known for their successful business ventures across 
Boulder and the nation. In recognition of the importance of the many 
cultural presentations that the College of Music provides to the Boulder 
community, the Days established this endowed scholarship, which 
supports gifted students in performance.

Diverse Musicians’ Alliance CU-LEAD Service Scholarship
The Diverse Musicians’ Alliance (DiMA), established in 2004, is a CU 
Boulder group committed to promoting the diversity of music, ideas 
and underrepresented identities at the College of Music. As a program 
under the CU-Lead Alliance (Leadership, Excellence, Achievement 
and Diversity), DiMA is committed to implementing diverse music 
and supporting musicians, composers and musicologists of varying 
backgrounds. DiMA builds community and empowers students through 
leadership, academic mentorship, scholarships, personal links to faculty 
and staff, and community service opportunities. Additionally, DiMA 
promotes diversity and educational excellence through access for 
underrepresented and first-generation students. These scholarships are 
funded by the Office of Diversity, Equity and Community Engagement.

Elena Ann Donald College of Music Scholarship ◊
This endowed scholarship was established by the estate of Elena Ann 
Donald, a loyal alumna who lived and taught for many years in West 
Texas. This endowed scholarship supports students who are majoring in 
music education with vocal emphasis and/or in vocal performance. 

Barbara M. Doscher Memorial Voice Scholarship ◊
Barbara M. Doscher was nationally and internationally known for teaching 
voice and vocal pedagogy at CU Boulder. Through her dedication and 
knowledge of repertoire and pedagogical principles of vocal development, 
her colleagues and former students remember her as a great friend, one 
who could always be counted on to assist beyond the teaching studio; 
this often included “anonymous” financial assistance. This endowed 
scholarship was established through gifts received in Doscher’s memory 
and was further supported by a substantial estate gift.

Stephen Robert Dudley Horn Scholarship ◊
Robert and Louise Dudley established the Stephen Robert Dudley 
Horn Scholarship in honor of their son, “Stevie.” Although Stevie was 
diagnosed as mentally disabled at an early age, he exhibited a deep love 
and aptitude for music, demonstrating that he had perfect pitch through 
music games played with his father, who played horn while a student at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. This endowed scholarship 
supports students showing exceptional promise for professional success 
in horn performance and/or pedagogy.

Eugene D Eaton, Jr. Baroque Music Fund ◊
Although he divided his time between Arizona and Alaska, the late Eugene 
D. Eaton Jr. never lost his connection to the CU Boulder, where he earned 
three degrees in economics from 1961 to 1971. Although Eaton, who died 
in 2013, did not study music, he attended many concerts as a student and 
after graduation developed a lifelong interest in Renaissance and Baroque 
music. In later years then Dean Daniel Sher shared recordings by Elizabeth 
Farr, then-professor of early music, and the Takács String Quartet, and 

Eaton even began to “attend” live-music performances at the College 
of Music from more than 3,000 miles away, thanks to video-streaming 
technology. His generous bequest created endowments across the 
Boulder campus, including this one supporting early music.

Edith E. Edwards Scholarship in Music ◊
This endowed scholarship was created through the bequest of Edith E. 
Edwards for music students with special consideration for, but not limited 
to, those who are vision impaired. Edwards’ failing eyesight and interest in 
music inspired her to establish this endowed scholarship.

Cecil Effinger Fellowship in Composition ◊
Cecil Effinger was a professor at the College of Music and an 
internationally recognized composer and inventor. Among his many 
accomplishments was the invention of a notation typewriter, an innovation 
not equaled until the computer era ushered in electronic notation systems. 
His extraordinary compositional output was the first to clearly establish 
the national standing of the College of Music in this area. Toward the 
end of his teaching career, his friends, former students and colleagues 
collected donations for this endowed fellowship. This fellowship now 
serves as a memorial to Effinger, who passed away in 1990.

Eklund Opera Program Scholarship
The Eklund Opera Program Scholarship Fund supports scholarships for 
students participating in the Eklund Opera Program. Donors to this fund 
include alumni, patrons and friends of the program. Many of the donors 
are audience members who wish to give back to the program that gives 
such wonderful performances in our community.

Bill Elliott Theory Scholarship
Bill Elliott is a double alumnus of CU Boulder, having earned master’s 
degrees in both math and music composition. Elliott served the university 
for 30 years, first in the Department of Theatre & Dance and then in the 
College of Music. Music has always been one of Elliott’s greatest passions, 
and he is generous in his support and advocacy for music theory.

Ewing Memorial Music Scholarship ◊
Marjetta Ewing Wilkinson was a Boulder native with a deep and abiding 
love of music. This endowed scholarship was established by her estate 
and supports music students in any area of study. It is awarded based on 
talent, ability, character, initiative and the desire for a career in music.

Robert R. Fink Music Theory Scholarship ◊
In the spring of 1993, the Music Advisory Board established this endowed 
scholarship in honor of Robert Fink’s 15 years as dean of the College 
of Music. It recognizes Fink’s many accomplishments, including the 
recruitment of several of the outstanding faculty currently rostered with 
the College of Music, student recruitment and for tripling the size of 
the college’s endowments. Under his leadership, the College of Music 
continued to gain national recognition. In January 1993, the CU Boulder 
Alumni Association presented Fink the university’s most prestigious 
recognition, the Robert L. Stearns Award.

Fischer Family Music Scholarship ◊
Alexandra Fischer comes from a family of musicians. Her grandfather 
was a violinist and conductor, and in September 2017, he became the 
oldest conductor in the world at age 100. Alexandra’s mother, Jo Simons, 
teaches music and wrote “My Father Wakes Up Laughing.” The book 
highlights Alexandra’s grandparents, their creation of the Rockland 
Music Conservatory in the 1950s and the family’s musical legacy, which 
continues to this day. Alexandra established the Fischer Family Music 
Scholarship to honor her sons, past College of Music students Joey and 
Jesse Fischer. This endowed scholarship supports exceptional music 
students.

Wallace F. Fiske Memorial Scholarship ◊
Wallace F. Fiske was an attorney from Santa Fe, New Mexico, who 
became interested in the College of Music when he visited CU Boulder 
during the summers to attend concerts. This endowed scholarship, 
established through Fiske’s will, supports students at the College of Music 
and also provided funding to build the Fiske Planetarium on campus. It 
also supports talented students at the College of Music.



Graduate School Diversity Fellowship
The Graduate School and the College of Music aim to create scholastic and 
artistic environments in which individuals of all races, genders, ethnicities, 
nationalities, sexual orientations, religions, abilities and backgrounds can 
learn, grow and thrive. The Graduate School Diversity Fellowship was 
established in 2020 to help attract, retain and support underrepresented 
first-year graduate students who demonstrate high academic promise. The 
fellowship is funded by the CU Boulder Graduate School.

Marcia Green Music Education Scholarship
Marcia Green taught music in Boulder and Loveland for many years, and 
she is passionate about supporting young people who aspire to become 
music educators. Her belief in the power of music inspired her to establish 
this scholarship, which supports promising music education students.

James M. Grossi Composition Scholarship ◊
James M. Grossi studied sociology at CU Boulder, but his strongest love 
was for music. He was a talented guitar player who enjoyed jazz and rock 
in particular. He also loved Boulder, the mountains and the university. 
After his untimely death in 1990, Grossi’s parents, grandmother, aunt 
and uncle created this endowed scholarship as a memorial. It supports 
undergraduate music composition students, particularly students 
interested in electronic music.

Viola and Charles Haertling Music Scholarship ◊
College of Music alumna Viola “Vi” Haertling was at the center of 
Boulder’s classical music scene, where she taught piano students for 70 
years. Her husband Charles Haertling was a highly respected Boulder 
architect and an avid concertgoer. Through the Viola and Charles Haertling 
Music Scholarship, the College of Music is proud to honor the memories 
of both Vi and Charles while reaffirming the human ideals in the arts and 
design and the spirit of community service that their lives exemplified.

Ella Gayle Hamlin Foundation Scholarship
The Ella Gayle Hamlin Foundation supports groups and organizations 
across the country. The Ella Gayle Hamlin Foundation Scholarship is 
generously awarded to flute students who exhibit exceptional talent.
 
John F. Hardy Memorial Music Scholarship ◊
John F. Hardy was one of the first students to earn a Bachelor of Music 
in double bass at CU Boulder. He also loved classical guitar and was 
self-taught, as CU Boulder did not have a classical guitar program at the 
time. Hardy taught in public schools, gave private lessons, wrote his own 
music, published books for his students, performed and owned a music 
store in Boulder, “Hardy Music.” Hardy’s daughter, Debra Hardy Day, 
along with her husband, Daniel MacLeish Day, established this endowed 
scholarship to honor Hardy and his lasting musical legacy at the university 
and throughout Boulder.

Douglas, Connie (Zwoyer), Tyler and Lois Harsh  
Memorial Scholarship ◊
Eugene (Gene) and Jeffrey Harsh established this endowed scholarship 
in loving memory of Douglas Harsh, Connie Zwoyer Harsh, Tyler Harsh 
and Lois Harsh, who are greatly missed by the Harsh and Zwoyer families. 
Gene and Lois’s desire to help student musicians along the path to 
professional success inspired an abiding love of music that has lasted 
for generations. This endowed scholarship provides support for students 
majoring in music education or performance.

Hathorn Family Fund for Flute Student Success ◊
Music Advisory Board Associate Chair Laurie Hathorn dedicates this 
endowed fund to her parents, Dave and Fran Aronson, who remain forever 
alive in her heart. Hathorn credits her lifelong love of music to her parents. 
She began piano studies with her mother at age 5, studied flute with 
Joseph Greco and Robert Morris, and went on to study at the Indiana 
University School of Music. The Hathorn Family Endowed Fund for Flute 
Student Success, which can fund awards, empowers flute students to 
participate in conferences, competitions, summer programs and more.

Deborah Hayes Musicology Scholarship ◊
This scholarship is funded by musicologist John Hajdu Heyer, PhD, in 
honor and recognition of the important role Professor Emerita Deborah 

Hayes played in guiding him through the later stages of his doctoral work 
at CU Boulder. Heyer was among the first doctoral students in musicology 
at the College of Music and Hayes supervised his dissertation. Hayes 
later served the College of Music as an associate dean. This scholarship, 
which was endowed in 2018, supports graduate students who have 
demonstrated outstanding work in musicology.

Margaret V. Heinricy Music Education Scholarship ◊
A generous gift from the estate of Margaret Heinricy established this 
endowed scholarship, which supports talented music education 
students. Heinricy was a College of Music alumna who went on to teach 
generations of fifth grade Puebloans at Morton Elementary School. She 
also directed many citywide choral groups and music programs. In her 
free time, Heinricy was an award-winning China painter and enjoyed 
cheering on Colorado’s sports teams.
 
Valentine Henrich Memorial Clarinet Scholarship ◊
Dr. Alan Stanek earned a bachelor’s in music education at CU Boulder 
in 1961. Through the creation of this scholarship, Alan recognizes the 
important role Professor Valentine “Tiny” Henrich played in guiding him 
and all College of Music clarinet students through their degree programs. 
Professor Henrich was a master clarinet teacher and player of extreme 
sensitivity with a uniquely beautiful, rich tone and with a warmth of 
phrasing and approach to musical styles—all of which he communicated 
to hundreds of his loyal students at CU Boulder (1932-1963). This 
endowed scholarship supports outstanding clarinet students and 
celebrates Henrich’s legacy.

Jessie and Albert Henry Memorial Scholarship ◊
Albert Henry was the first director of bands at CU Boulder, as well as 
a local businessman and volunteer. His daughter, Caroline Gillespie, 
established this endowed music scholarship in honor of both her parents.

Everett J. Hilty, Sr. Music Scholarship ◊
This endowed scholarship was established by an anonymous donor in 
honor of Everett J. Hilty, Sr., former director of organ and church music 
at CU Boulder. It enhances the teaching, presentation and performance 
of organ and church music at the university. Additionally, the anonymous 
donor wished to provide more opportunities for cultural development to 
students and faculty at the university and to the citizens of Boulder.

Bernice Holic Piano Scholarship ◊
A longtime Boulder resident, Bernice Holic loved life. With her infectious 
laugh, she delighted all she knew with her passion for living and great 
gusto in all that she did, whether working, entertaining or indulging her 
love of music, especially the piano. She played the piano nearly every 
day and regularly attended concerts and recitals at the College of Music. 
This endowed scholarship honors Bernice and was established through a 
generous gift from The Pellish Foundation, initiated by Graig Weisbart and 
Shanti Chacko.

Hoover Music Teaching and Learning Scholarship ◊
David and Suzanne Hoover are longtime supporters of CU Boulder and 
of education in general. With this endowed scholarship, they enabled 
the creation of the “Trying on Teaching” program, an initiative to engage 
music education majors with high school and middle school students 
in underserved areas. This project encourages young people to choose 
music education as a career. Each year, a dozen or more high school 
graduates choose to major in music education thanks to this program. 
The Hoovers’ endowment funds this program, including this scholarship 
for students who are instrumentally involved in “Trying on Teaching.”
 
Warner and Norma Imig Choral Conducting Scholarship ◊
Warner Imig was dean of the College of Music from 1951 to 1978. During 
his leadership, the College of Music matured into a comprehensive 
program: the doctoral degree in performance was established, new 
facilities were completed and the national recruitment of faculty and 
students became top priorities. Under Imig’s tenure, the College of Music 
first achieved sustained national recognition. Imig was also a distinguished 
choral conductor. This endowed scholarship was established through gifts 
made by alumni, faculty and friends in recognition of Imig’s dedication to 
the university and for his many accomplishments.



Dennis Jackson Opera Scholarship ◊
After serving as the director of CU Opera (now Eklund Opera Program) 
for 31 years, Dennis Jackson retired in 2002. He received the prestigious 
Robert L. Stearns Award in 2001. Under his leadership, opera at CU 
Boulder flourished and became one of the preeminent opera education 
programs in the country. Jackson was an accomplished baritone 
and performed at universities, conservatories and opera companies 
nationwide. To honor his commitment and achievements, the Vocal 
Advisory Board, along with Jackson’s friends and colleagues, established 
this endowed scholarship, which supports students with outstanding 
talent and exceptional career promise in opera performance.

Freelyn A. Jeffers Graduate Fellowship in Choral Conducting ◊
Bill Jeffers established this endowed fellowship in memory of his wife, 
Freelyn A. Jeffers, who maintained a lifelong commitment to the arts and 
music. Mrs. Jeffers earned a master’s degree in 1967 at the University of 
Illinois Champaign-Urbana. She taught general music at public schools in 
Urbana, Illinois; St. Louis County, Missouri; and at Eisenhower Elementary 
in Boulder. Choral music was a special love of hers. She served on the 
Vocal Advisory Board, where she developed enduring friendships at the 
College of Music and throughout the arts community. She is remembered 
for her enthusiasm, leadership and commitment.

Tonya Jilling and Brad Ellins Music Scholarship ◊
Tonya Jilling, a 1998 College of Music alumna, and Brad Ellins, a 1989 
College of Arts and Sciences alumnus, established this endowed 
scholarship in honor of the education Tonya received at the College of 
Music. Tonya and Brad are passionate about providing scholarships 
so the best and brightest students can be empowered to pursue an 
education in music.

Dale R. Johnson Opera Scholarship ◊
Dale R. Johnson graduated from the CU Boulder College of Engineering 
in 1956. He founded Johnson Engineering, which designed the interiors 
of Skylab and the space shuttle for NASA. He also trained astronauts for 
missions. While at the university, Johnson sang in the University Chorus 
and the Festival Chorus. After graduating, he continued his voice studies 
and eventually sang operatic roles with the Antonia Brico Symphony. 
Johnson was a longtime member of the Music Advisory Board. He 
rekindled his lifelong interest in singing through the establishment of this 
endowed scholarship, which supports gifted voice majors.

Denés Koromzay Fund for Chamber Music ◊
Denés Koromzay was an adjunct string faculty member and an 
internationally known chamber musician. After performing for many 
decades with the Hungarian String Quartet, Koromzay settled in Boulder, 
where he became actively involved with the chamber music program at the 
College of Music. He served as the principle mentor to the Takács Quartet, 
and was the key influence in associating them with the College of Music. 
This endowed scholarship supports outstanding chamber musicians.

Julia Lakritz and Sondra Weiner Piano Scholarship ◊
Amy Lakritz and Mark Weiner established the Julia Lakritz and Sondra 
Weiner Piano Scholarship as a tribute to their mothers. Julia Lakritz and 
Sondra Weiner were both strong women who faced tremendous adversity, 
but never let adverse events define who they were. Both studied piano 
as children, and Julia took up the study of piano again as an adult. This 
endowed scholarship supports exceptional piano students, with preference 
given to students pursuing a major, minor or coursework in Jewish Studies.

Doris Pridonoff Lehnert Piano Scholarship ◊
Doris Lehnert, an emeritus piano professor at the College of Music, is 
considered one of the foremost piano teachers in the United States. She 
received the Presidential Teachers Recognition Award from the Obama 
Administration and a Citation for Teaching Excellence from former 
Colorado Governor Richard Lamm. Professor Lehnert has appeared 
throughout the United States, Europe, South America and the Far East as 
a soloist with many orchestras along with her husband, violinist Oswald 
Lehnert, also a longtime College of Music faculty member and former 
conductor of the Boulder Philharmonic. This endowed scholarship was 
established by alumni and friends to celebrate Mrs. Lehnert’s legacy at the 
College of Music and support piano students in her honor.

George Lichter Family Music Scholarship for Classical Music
George Lichter was a longtime supporter of the College of Music and 
had a great love for the city of Boulder. He was a jazz trumpeter in his 
youth and loved music throughout his life. He especially enjoyed the 
college’s Faculty Tuesday series and student jazz concerts. Lichter 
passed away at the age of 91. This scholarship, established by his family, 
supports talented undergraduate students of great promise in classical 
performance.

George Lichter Family Music Scholarship for Jazz
George Lichter was a longtime supporter of the College of Music and had 
a great love for the city of Boulder. He was a jazz trumpeter in his youth 
and loved music throughout his life. He especially enjoyed the college’s 
Faculty Tuesday series and student jazz concerts. Lichter passed away 
at age 91. This scholarship, established by his family, supports talented 
undergraduate students of great promise in jazz performance.

George Lynn Memorial Award ◊
Lucile Lynn and her daughters, Lorna and Christina, established this 
endowed scholarship to honor George Lynn, husband, father and 
nationally celebrated choral conductor, composer, organist and professor. 
Renowned ensembles such as the Philadelphia Orchestra, American 
Symphony, Denver Symphony (now Colorado Symphony) and the Manila 
Symphony have performed Dr. Lynn’s music. Over 200 of his choral and 
organ works were published during his lifetime. This endowed scholarship 
encourages the performance of Lynn’s works, held in the archives of the 
American Music Research Center.

Jean Hammond Macferran Music Education Scholarship ◊
Jean Hammond Macferran is a CU alumna who has been passionate 
about music and music education throughout her entire life. She earned 
bachelor’s degrees in music education and voice. Macferran grew up in 
Loveland, Colorado, where she sang in choir and accompanied singers 
and instrumentalists. She played organ, taught piano students and 
directed a church choir for 30 years. This Jean Hammond Macferran 
Music Education Endowment Fund supports music education students as 
well as the music education department.

Lauren Mann Memorial Award ◊
Lauren Mann lived out her dreams with no regrets. Her interests led her 
on many wonderful adventures and into many meaningful friendships 
throughout the world. To celebrate Mann’s passion for music, humanities 
and travel, her friends and family established this endowment in her 
memory, which provides support to keyboard students who pursue 
special projects in music or the humanities. Preference is given to 
undergraduates whose projects involve international travel.
 
Thurston E. Manning Scholarship for Composition ◊
Thurston “Ted” Manning spent his lifetime devoted to higher education. 
Although his area of study was physics, he always carried a love for music 
and was extremely knowledgeable about music and musicians. He was 
keenly aware that encouraging and nurturing contemporary music ensures 
that the art of music will live on for generations to come. In support of this 
idea, Manning established the Thurston E. Manning Endowment Fund 
for Composition, which supports the composition department as well as 
gifted composition majors through scholarships and awards.

R. Mauldin Piano Scholarship ◊
Richard Mark Mauldin was a College of Music alumnus who earned a 
Bachelor of Music in piano performance and pedagogy in 1960. Shortly 
thereafter, he established an independent teaching studio in Denver, 
where he devotedly taught until shortly before his death in 2011. Mauldin 
left his estate to the College of Music, establishing this endowed 
scholarship to support piano students.

Scott Robert McBurney Memorial Piano Scholarship ◊
Scott McBurney graduated from the College of Music in 1986. He was 
a gifted pianist who studied with Doris Pridonoff Lehnert and went on 
to earn a master’s at Texas Christian University. His untimely death on 
January 18, 1995, in the Sea of Okhotsk, Russia, was a tremendous loss 
to his family and friends. This scholarship, endowed in 2018, supports 
exceptional piano students while honoring the memory of an extraordinary 



and talented young man who touched countless lives through his music 
and charisma.

Robert K. McIntosh Award for Music Instruction ◊
Marjorie and Richard K. McIntosh established this endowed award in 
memory of their son Robert, who died of cancer in 1999 at age 32. He 
graduated from Yale and earned a PhD from Cambridge. Throughout 
his academic years, he played piano and performed with orchestras in 
Boulder, at Yale and in Cambridge. In 1993, he became the director of 
Trammel Crow Hungary in Budapest where he met his wife, Suzanne 
Meszoly. He accepted an executive position in 1998 with Crow Holdings 
International shortly before the onset of his illness. This endowed award 
honors Robert’s memory by supporting talented music education students 
who complete field work or student teach in underserved local schools.

Allan McMurray Award for Wind Composition
Internationally acclaimed Distinguished Professor Emeritus Allan 
McMurray’s passion for wind music and the teaching of conducting has 
inspired the majority of his artistic career. Serving as director of bands, 
chair of conducting and Robert and Judy Charles Endowed Chair of Music 
at CU Boulder from 1978-2013, he developed the College of Music’s 
instrumental conducting programs as well as the summer conducting 
symposium. McMurray’s steadfast commitment to new music has made 
him a leader in commissioning new works. In 2020, he established the 
McMurray Award for Artistic Leadership and Collaboration, which provides 
an exceptional student composer with the funds needed to compose a 
new piece for woodwinds, brass and/or percussion to be performed and 
recorded by student musicians at the College of Music.

Karen McMurry Scholarship ◊
From a very young age, Karen McMurry displayed a boundless drive 
for achievement, an appreciation for beauty and a passion for helping 
others. When she passed away in 2012, a distribution from her estate 
established this scholarship, which also received significant philanthropic 
support from McMurry’s family and friends. McMurry is remembered for 
her insight, her generous and inspiring nature, her eye for beauty and her 
unforgettable laugh. This endowed scholarship honors her memory while 
supporting outstanding students pursing opera or choral conducting.

Trudi Mielziner Graduate Opera Scholarship ◊
The Trudi Mielziner Graduate Opera Scholarship was established by 
Walter Mielziner in memory of his wife Trudi, who was deeply interested 
in and supportive of opera during her lifetime. This endowed scholarship 
supports graduate students committed to pursuing a professional career 
in opera. Mielziner’s sister and her husband, Mr. and Mrs. Otto Nelson, 
and many friends also contributed to this endowment.

Mile High Band Scholarship ◊
This endowed scholarship was established by the Mile High Band 
Scholarship Foundation to support music education majors in recognition 
of excellence in service and performance in CU Boulder bands.

Robert A. Miles Bassoon Scholarship ◊
Robert Abraham Miles attended CU Boulder on a full scholarship, double 
majoring in music performance and environmental engineering. As a 
bassoonist, he won numerous awards for his playing as a soloist and in 
various orchestras, bands and chamber music ensembles. A talented 
engineering student, he was twice elected president of the engineering 
fraternity, Theta Tau. He always gave from his heart, and his empathy and 
thoughtfulness were unequaled. His kindness, quick wit and beautiful 
smile were his trademarks. This endowed scholarship in his name was 
established to honor and celebrate his life.
 
George Mulacek Piano Scholarship ◊
A generous gift from the estate of George Charles Mulacek established 
this endowed scholarship, which supports talented pianists at the College 
of Music. Mulacek earned his doctorate from the College of Music in 
1965. He served as a professor of music at Hendrix College from 1950-
1985 and he earned emeritus status upon retirement.

Joseph Negler Endowment ◊
Joe Negler came to Boulder in 1965 to help establish and staff the IBM 
Boulder plant. He attended the University of Colorado Denver while 
completing a degree in physics. After a successful career at IBM, Negler 
became involved in a number of startup companies including Xertex 
Technologies. All the while, music held a special place in his heart. In 
2001, he established this transformational endowment, which supports 
faculty, students, staff, emerging opportunities and strategic initiatives in 
the American Music Research Center.

Harold A. Norblom Music Scholarship
The Viola Vestal Coulter Foundation supports CU broadly, including 
engineering, science and the arts. In honor of Harold A. Norblom, a 
foundation trustee, this scholarship is awarded to outstanding vocal 
performance students.

NORIS Graduate Student Award ◊
The late Hans Thurnauer, a devoted music lover and a past member 
of the Music Advisory Board, established this endowed scholarship, 
which rewards excellence in performance or academic accomplishment. 
Thurnauer and his wife Dolores established this endowed scholarship in 
gratitude to the College of Music for enriching the cultural life of Boulder 
through its many concerts and cultural offerings.

Orchestral Conducting Scholarship ◊
Loyal College of Music supporter and steadfast arts enthusiast Evie 
Verderber established this endowed scholarship to encourage and 
celebrate the next generation of orchestral conductors. The ability of 
conductors to draw audience members into the music, regardless of 
their musical ability or education, is particularly inspiring to Verderber. 
She is honored to help bring the joy of music to a wide variety of future 
audiences through this conducting scholarship.

Gabor Ormai String Scholarship ◊
Robert Jacobs, a distinguished physicist, and his wife Sonia began 
attending quartet concerts when they first came to Boulder in the 1950s. 
The Jacobs developed an admiration for and a friendship with the 
members of the Takács Quartet. When Gabor Ormai, violist and a founding 
member of the Takács Quartet, was diagnosed with cancer, Mr. Jacobs 
established this endowed scholarship in his honor. Ormai’s friends and 
admirers continued to contribute to this fund even after his untimely death. 
This endowed scholarship honors Ormai by providing support for violinists, 
violists and cellists with potential for exceptional performance careers.

Outstanding Freshman, Sophomore, Junior and Senior Award
Each spring, students who are on track to graduate with honors are 
considered nominees for the Outstanding Student Awards and voted upon 
by the College of Music faculty. Individuals elected as the Outstanding 
Student for each class exhibit a strong record of accomplishment in their 
applied studios and ensembles, academic excellence and extraordinary 
service and/or leadership during the past academic year. Funding for 
the Outstanding Senior, Sophomore and Freshman Awards comes from 
the College of Music Scholarship Endowment. The Outstanding Junior 
receives the Presser Foundation Scholarship.

Phyliss Parmelee Scholarship ◊
Phyliss Parmelee was a College of Music alumna and renowned pianist. 
After her untimely death in 1985, her friends and family established 
this endowed scholarship to honor her. Parmelee’s husband Paul, an 
exceptional pianist and professor at the College of Music, died in January 
1993. This endowed scholarship is a memorial to both of them.

Joe Paule Jazz Trumpet Scholarship
Joe Paule is a former member of the CU Jazz Band with a longstanding 
love for jazz. In recognition of strong lead trumpet players, who can be the 
essence of a good jazz band, Paule established this scholarship to help 
attract and retain top talent in jazz trumpet performance.

Denby and Georgia L. Peebles Memorial Scholarship ◊
The late Marian Peebles Fitchette established this endowed scholarship in 
loving memory of her parents, Denby and Georgia L. Peebles. Mr. Peebles 
sang and played the trombone. Mrs. Peebles was a piano teacher for 



over 50 years; she was especially skilled with young children and loved 
introducing them to the piano. Mr. and Mrs. Peebles were the source of 
Fitchette’s inspiration and lifelong love of music. This endowed, memorial 
scholarship recognizes and promotes inspiration for talented junior, senior 
and graduate-level pianists who are residents of Colorado and have an 
interest in business, engineering or the sciences.
 
Peercy-Roth Memorial Scholarship for Music ◊
The Peercy-Roth Memorial Scholarship was established by Gorton Roth in 
memory of his oldest daughter Roma Roth and grandson Richard Peercy. 
It was further supported by Gorton’s youngest daughter and Richard’s 
mother, Dorothy Peercy. Richard Peercy was an extraordinarily gifted 
French horn player. After graduating from CU Boulder, Peercy taught in the 
public school system on Colorado’s Western Slope. His untimely death 
resulted from a tragic accident shortly after he was drafted into the military. 
This endowed scholarship supports French horn students based on 
musicianship, leadership, cooperation, attitude, scholastic record and need.

Susan L. Porter Memorial Fund ◊
The Susan L. Porter Memorial Fund was established in loving memory 
of Susan by her sister, Myrtle L. Ingerson. This endowed fund provides 
financial support to students or postgraduate scholars working on an 
American Music Research Center (AMRC) project or AMRC collection 
linked to one of Susan’s many musical interests including music for the 
mountain dulcimer; U.S. folk music; 18th- and 19th-century American 
music theater; American or European ballad operas; and the study of 
professional women involved in one or more of the aforementioned fields.

Theodore Presser Academic Performance Award
Theodore Presser founded one of the most prestigious music publishing 
firms in the world. He established the Presser Foundation to ensure the 
nurturing of excellence in higher education musical studies through grants 
made to colleges and universities throughout the United States. This 
award supports outstanding students majoring in music at the end of 
their junior year, chosen solely based on their excellence and merit. The 
College of Music is among those select institutions fortunate enough to 
participate in this prestigious award program.

Mary Catherine Ramsour Memorial Scholarship ◊
Joanie and David Andrews established this endowed voice scholarship 
in memory of Mary Ramsour—Joanie’s sister who left her career as a 
lawyer to pursue her lifelong passion for music. Ramsour graduated 
from the College of Music with a bachelor’s in vocal performance and a 
master’s in vocal performance and pedagogy. The Andrews’ created this 
scholarship to provide sustaining support for talented voice students, with 
a preference for non-traditional students like Ramsour.
 
Gregory Philip Ranno Excellence in Music Scholarship ◊
Nancy Carlston established this endowed scholarship in memory of her 
brother Gregory Philip Ranno, an aspiring opera and Lieder singer who 
died of AIDS in 1992. Ranno studied at the Berghof Studio, Manhattan 
School of Music and Schubert Institute in Austria. Carlston established 
this endowed scholarship after attending a performance of the College of 
Music’s annual Holiday Festival. The concert moved her to connect her 
feelings about her brother with his association with music. This endowed 
scholarship supports graduate students who demonstrate talent and 
potential for significant performance careers.

Abbot Malcolm Reff Music Scholarship ◊
Roxanne Reff established this scholarship in memory of her late husband 
Abbot “Abby” Malcolm Reff, who loved music. An avid traveler, reader, 
photographer, dancer and cook, Abby embraced life with laughter and 
passion. This endowed scholarship celebrates Abby’s life and memory 
while supporting talented music students.

Boyce Reid Sher and Barbara Reid Voice Scholarship in Honor of 
Charlotte Orr Reid ◊
This endowed scholarship was established by Barbara Reid and Boyce 
Reid Sher in loving memory of their mother, Charlotte Orr Reid. It supports 
exceptionally talented graduate voice students. Reid was a voice major at 
Erskine College in Due West, South Carolina. She had a beautiful soprano 
voice and was a lifelong singer and lover of music. As the devoted wife 

of John Calvin Reid, a Presbyterian minister and pastor, she passed her 
musical gifts on to her children and grandchildren, several of whom are 
accomplished musicians. The entire family continues to enjoy the legacy 
of her love for music.

Anthony and Dorothy Riddle Lyric Theatre Performance Prize ◊
Anthony and Dorothy Riddle came to Boulder from Australia and quickly 
discovered many intellectual and cultural opportunities at CU Boulder. A 
particular favorite of theirs during the 1980s was the Gilbert and Sullivan 
Festival that they attended faithfully with their two children. The Riddles 
created this endowed scholarship to thank the College of Music for 
years of outstanding musical presentations. This endowed scholarship 
supports students who perform in a Lyric Opera production and serves as 
a memorial to Mr. Riddle, who passed away in 2004.

Ritter Classical Guitar Scholarship ◊
The Ritter Classical Guitar Scholarship Endowment was established 
by friends of the Ritter Family Classical Guitar Program. With the 
encouragement of the program’s founders, Mikhy and Mike Ritter, 
community patrons and friends created this endowed scholarship to 
honor the incredible talents of the students.

Walter Orr Roberts Music Scholarship ◊
Although Professor Walter Orr Roberts is best known for his creation of 
the High Altitude Observatory and the National Center for Atmospheric 
Research, music played a very important role in his life. He and his wife 
Janet hosted Sunday evening music programs in their home for over 40 
years. He was also instrumental in bringing the Takács Quartet to Boulder. 
After his death, friend and former colleague Marsha Alexandria Rainey, 
along with many of Roberts’ friends and colleagues, established this 
endowed scholarship in his memory.

Fran and Jack Rominger Music Scholarship ◊
Fran Rominger established the Fran and Jack Rominger Music 
Scholarship to celebrate and honor the love of music that she and Jack 
shared. Fran is a College of Music alumna, having graduated with a piano 
major and French horn minor. Although Jack’s degree was in architectural 
engineering, he and Fran were both avid patrons of the arts as well as 
passionate supporters of higher education. This endowed scholarship 
supports outstanding music students.

William Earl Rose, Sr. Scholarship ◊
William Earl Rose, Sr. was an officer of the Bank of America who gratefully 
credited his father with opening the doors of classical music to him. Rose, 
Jr. was an avid fan of voice and opera, and attended productions around 
the world. This endowed scholarship supports incoming music majors.

Roser Musicology Department Support Fund ◊
Becky Roser is a longtime supporter of the College of Music and the 
University of Colorado Boulder. In 2016, she led a fundraising campaign 
to refinish the pianos in Grusin Music Hall. In 2017, she named and 
endowed the Roser Piano and Keyboard Program. Becky is a member 
of the Music Advisory Board and serves as the chair of the music+ 
campaign, the College of Music’s first major fundraising campaign. The 
Roser Musicology Department Support Fund supports student and 
faculty development as well as new opportunities and initiatives within the 
Musicology Department.

Roser Piano and Keyboard Program Endowment ◊
Becky Roser is a longtime supporter of the College of Music and the 
University of Colorado Boulder. In 2016, she led a fundraising campaign to 
refinish the pianos in Grusin Music Hall. In 2017, she named and endowed 
the Roser Piano and Keyboard Program. Becky is a member of the Music 
Advisory Board and also serves as the chair of the music+ campaign, the 
College of Music’s first major fundraising campaign. The Roser Piano and 
Keyboard Program Endowment provides support for student and faculty 
development as well as new opportunities and initiatives within the Roser 
Piano and Keyboard Program.
 
Stanley Ruttenberg Memorial Scholarship ◊
The Stanley Ruttenberg Memorial Scholarship celebrates the life of 
Stanley “Stan” Ruttenberg, who favored the works of Mahler, Sibelius, 



Bruckner, Berlioz and Wagner—the bigger and brassier, the better! Stan 
was a geophysicist at the National Center for Atmospheric Research and 
served as the president of the Colorado MahlerFest for 15 years, seeing 
the festival through its first cycle of Mahler symphonies and launching it 
well into its second. He is remembered for his enthusiasm for music, his 
love of the tuba and his sweet, quiet nature. This endowed scholarship 
supports talented low brass students with preference given to students 
studying the tuba.

Robin Sawhill Piano Fellowship ◊
Robin Sawhill loved to play the piano and was a great friend of the College 
of Music. Before her death, she established the Robin Sawhill Endowed 
Piano Fellowship, which supports graduate students recognized for their 
exceptional ability in piano performance.

Virginia E. Schwatel Fellowship for Music Education ◊
Virginia Schwatel earned a Bachelor of Music from CU Boulder in 1951 
and a master’s in music education from the Peabody Conservatory. She 
taught music in the public schools for 38 years and retired in 1979. Much 
of her work was with underserved students. She explored a wide range of 
ways to engage youngsters so that they would recognize the opportunities 
music could offer them. Schwatel created this endowed scholarship to 
support graduate students who continue the important job of teaching 
and helping children through music.

Betsey Crockett Shay Memorial Scholarship ◊
Dean Robert Shay established this endowed scholarship in loving 
memory of his wife, Elizabeth (Betsey) Crockett Shay. Many of Shay’s 
friends and family members made additional contributions to honor her 
memory. Shay earned a bachelor’s in mathematics at Wellesley College 
and studied music composition at Bennington College. She and Robert 
Shay were married in 1986 and had their daughter, Katherine, in 1991. 
Betsey was an avid choral singer and a steady advocate for women’s 
education throughout her life. This endowed memorial scholarship 
supports graduate choral music or composition students. Given Shay’s 
background, women are especially encouraged to apply.

Daniel and Boyce Sher Distinguished Musicians Scholarship ◊
John and Anna Sie have supported talented students at the College of 
Music for many years. Upon Dean Daniel Sher’s retirement, the Sies 
established this endowed scholarship in honor of Dean Sher and his 
wife Boyce, their longtime friends. This endowed scholarship attracts 
the most gifted and talented students, who will have successful music 
careers and further solidify the college’s status as one of the preeminent 
music colleges in the world. Award recipients are known as “Sher 
Distinguished Scholars.” 

Daniel and Boyce Sher Colorado Music Scholarship ◊
Upon the announcement of Dean Daniel Sher’s retirement, the Music 
Advisory Board, led by Becky Roser, established this endowed 
scholarship to honor Daniel Sher and his wife Boyce, their 20 years 
of devoted service to the College of Music and Daniel’s many 
accomplishments as dean. At Dan Sher’s request, this endowed 
scholarship supports talented undergraduate music students from 
Colorado high schools.

Daniel and Boyce Sher Colorado Scholarship for Piano ◊
Becky Roser is a longtime supporter of the College of Music and the 
University of Colorado Boulder. In 2016, she led a fundraising campaign 
to refinish the pianos in Grusin Music Hall. In 2017, Becky named and 
endowed the Roser Piano and Keyboard Program. She also established 
the Daniel and Boyce Sher Colorado Scholarship for Piano supporting 
talented undergraduate piano students from Colorado high schools. This 
endowed scholarship honors Dean Emeritus Daniel Sher and his wife 
Boyce, their 20 years of devoted service to the College of Music and 
Daniel’s many accomplishments as dean.

Takács Scholarship in Memory of Fay Shwayder ◊
Fay Shwayder is remembered for her devotion to and support of the 
Takács Quartet. For years, the quartet performed for private audiences in 
her home; and, for the past many years, the Shwayder Foundation has 
provided the rare, early Italian instruments for the quartet’s exclusive use. 

Shwayder was a renaissance woman who unselfishly and openheartedly 
made it possible for so many people to share in her love of fine music. 
This endowed memorial scholarship was generously established by Harry 
Campbell, Shwayder’s devoted partner of many years, and his family. It 
supports gifted students studying with the Takács Quartet.

Silver and Gold Music Scholarship
The College of Music Scholarship Fund was one of the first funds 
established at the College of Music. Over the years, hundreds of CU 
alumni, families and friends have contributed. Together, their gifts provide 
student musicians with the financial support to follow their dreams. 
Awards from the fund are known as Silver and Gold Music Scholarships.

Eric Sutton Skinner Memorial Scholarship in Percussion ◊
Eric Sutton Skinner was a remarkable individual, brilliant scholastically 
and gifted musically. Awards in music, German, mathematics and the 
sciences serve as a testament to his achievements. Music was his great 
love. He came to CU Boulder in 1997 on a full music scholarship along 
with other scholarship awards. He was a man of remarkable spirit, honor, 
compassion, caring, talent, humor, giving and love, and was modest and 
humble in his generous ways. This endowed memorial scholarship was 
established by Skinner’s parents, Gail and David Skinner, in memory of his 
sensitive musicianship, intellectual gifts and personal integrity.

Gail Katherine Armetta Skinner Memorial Scholarship ◊
Gail Skinner dedicated her life to teaching and mentoring, spreading her 
love of art, music and culture and creating a world full of empowered, 
passionate, inclusive people committed to connecting with and improving 
their own communities. This endowed scholarship, which supports 
dedicated students pursuing dual degrees in music and music education, 
was created by her widower David Skinner, her daughter Amy Skinner and 
her son-in-law Richard Brandon. It honors the memory of Gail’s generous 
philanthropic spirit, persistent commitment to the arts and expansive 
vision of a better world.

Pete Smythe Scholarship ◊
Pete Smythe, one of Colorado’s most popular and well known 
entertainers, graduated from CU Boulder in 1934. A business major and 
member of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity, Smythe also organized a 
campus dance band. He went on to have an extensive career in music, 
songwriting, radio and television. From 1951-69, he broadcast his famous 
“General Store” program over KOA radio. Smythe’s longtime friend Darold 
L. Kelly coordinated efforts to create this endowed scholarship, which 
honors Smythe’s memory. It supports students who assist the director of 
the American Music Research Center.

Spark Award ◊
Michael “Mick” Garrett and Loretta Cummings share a passionate interest 
in ideas and innovation at the intersection of art, technology and music. The 
establishment of the endowed Spark Award is the realization of a long-held 
belief that true innovation arises in the fertile confluence of interdisciplinary 
collaboration and study. Recipients of Spark Awards are encouraged to 
simultaneously advance the frontiers of music and technology in creation of 
new musical forms, instruments, styles and genres.

Ada Belle Files Spencer Fellowship
For decades, the Galen and Ada Belle Spencer Foundation has 
generously supported the College of Music. This fellowship supports 
outstanding graduate students in vocal performance.

Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation Scholarship
Dorothy Richard Starling was a violinist who pursued her musical training 
at the Pennsylvania College of Music and the Cincinnati Conservatory of 
Music, studying with distinguished violinists Pier Adolfo Tirindelli, Eugène 
Ysaÿe and Leopold Auer. She was a professional violinist performing as 
a soloist with many leading symphony orchestras until 1930 when an 
injury forced her to retire. The mission of the Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation honors Mrs. Starling’s work by encouraging projects that 
advance the study and performance of classical violin to the highest 
levels. This scholarship supports the graduate string quartet in-residence.
 



Dorothy Richard Starling Foundation Violin Scholarship
Dorothy Richard Starling was a violinist who pursued her musical training 
at the Pennsylvania College of Music and the Cincinnati Conservatory of 
Music, studying with distinguished violinists Pier Adolfo Tirindelli, Eugène 
Ysaÿe and Leopold Auer. She was a professional violinist performing as 
a soloist with many leading symphony orchestras until 1930, when an 
injury forced her to retire. The mission of the Dorothy Richard Starling 
Foundation honors Mrs. Starling’s work by encouraging projects that 
advance the study and performance of classical violin to the highest 
levels. This scholarship supports outstanding violinists.

Margaret Steed Memorial Graduate String Quartet Fund ◊
The Margaret Steed Memorial Graduate String Quartet Fund provides 
sustaining support for graduate string quartets in memory of Margaret 
Martin Steed. Margaret and her husband Robert were avid appreciators of 
the performing arts. Together, they instilled their admiration for the arts in 
their children and grandchildren, establishing a legacy of multigenerational 
esteem for music, arts and culture. Margaret’s eldest daughter Margaret 
Steed Rowe and granddaughter Courtney established this endowment as 
a tribute to Margaret’s lifelong passion for chamber music and learning.

Peter and Julianne Steinhauer Scholarship ◊
This endowed scholarship supports students in the American Music 
Research Center while honoring the memory of Wayne Scott, professor 
emeritus, past Music Advisory Board member and 1989 recipient of the 
prestigious Stearns Award. When Scott passed away in 2016, many 
additional gifts were made in his memory by colleagues, friends and 
family members. This endowed scholarship was established by Peter and 
Julianne Steinhauer, well-known figures at CU Boulder who have served 
the university in innumerable ways. Dr. Steinhauer graduated from the 
College of Arts and Sciences in 1958 and Julianne Steinhauer graduated 
from the College of Music in 1960.

Marty and Alan Stormo Music Scholarship in Cello ◊
A shared love of symphonic music, opera and musical theater led Martha 
“Marty” and Alan “Al” Stormo to establish this endowed scholarship 
supporting outstanding cello students. With musical backgrounds, the 
Stormos continue to be active in a number of activities at the College of 
Music.

Pamela K. Stormo Memorial Scholarship for Music Education ◊
Pamela Stormo was a Peace Corps volunteer, artist and intrepid traveler. 
Pamela grew up in Boulder, earned a bachelor’s degree at the University 
of Colorado and lived a life full of adventure, creativity, and service to her 
community and family. She passed away in 2016 after a hard-fought battle 
with breast cancer. This endowed scholarship honors Pamela’s memory 
while supporting music education students from Colorado.

Crick Streamer Memorial Scholarship ◊
Frank and Sara Jane “Sally” Streamer established this scholarship in 
memory of their son, Frank, Jr. “Crick” who was killed in Vietnam in 
August 1969. Both Mr. and Mrs. Streamer graduated from Boulder High 
School and attended CU Boulder. Mrs. Streamer played clarinet in the CU 
Marching Band under Hugh McMillan and graduated with a master’s in 
geography. Their son was a graduate of Boulder High School, attended 
Western State College for two years and had planned to transfer to CU 
Boulder to study music. This endowed scholarship supports talented 
incoming music students who graduated from Boulder High School.

William J. and Elizabeth C. Suitts Music Scholarship ◊
Music is an integral part of the Suitts family. Mrs. Suitts’ lifelong dream 
was to be a singer, and she sang in her college choir. Mr. Suitts’ 
enthusiasm for Glenn Miller and Big Band Era music was coupled with 
his equally enthusiastic enjoyment of vocal music. Firmly committed to 
providing educational and performance opportunities to aspiring young 
artists, the Suitts established this endowed scholarship to create a 
musical legacy for the singers of future generations.

Norman W. Swanson Music Scholarship ◊
This endowed scholarship, supporting undergraduate and graduate music 
students, was established by Norman W. Swanson’s generous bequest. In 
1962, Swanson earned a master’s in education from CU Boulder. He was 

known as an arts supporter and world traveler, having visited 84 countries 
and principalities as well as all seven continents, including Antarctica. He 
served as an educator for 32 years, the last 27 of which as a junior high 
school principal in Cedar Falls, Iowa.

Takács Society String Scholarship
The Takács Society supports the work of the Takács Quartet at CU 
Boulder. The quartet designates that Takács Society membership 
contributions provide resources to expand the string program at the 
College of Music. The Takács Society String Scholarship attracts and 
rewards the best and brightest violin, viola and cello students. The quartet 
members are very excited that members of the Takács Society have joined 
them in their passion for string quartet performance and chamber music 
studies.

Talent and Creativity Scholarship
Each year, Talent and Creativity Scholarships are awarded to exceptional 
students pursuing music, theater, dance and fine arts at CU Boulder. This 
scholarship is provided by the Office of Financial Aid.

Taniguchi Holiday Festival Student Support Scholarship ◊
Steve and Barbara Taniguchi are loyal supporters of CU Boulder and have 
been steadfast attendees at many of the College of Music’s presentations, 
particularly the Holiday Festival. For nearly 20 years, the Taniguchis 
have hosted their closest friends at a festive luncheon prior to taking the 
group to the Holiday Festival. Together with their friends, the Taniguchis 
established this endowed scholarship fund to support students who 
perform in the Holiday Festival.

Thompson Jazz Studies Scholarship ◊
The Thompson Jazz Studies Scholarship is funded by the Thompson 
Jazz Studies General Fund, supporting the programming and activities of 
the Thompson Jazz Studies Program. This includes scholarships, guest 
artist fees, master classes and more. Donors to this fund include alumni, 
patrons and friends of the program, many of whom wish to give back to 
the program that produces so many wonderful performances throughout 
the community.

Hans Thurnauer Scholarship
Marion Thurnauer and her husband Alex Trifunac have a long relationship 
with the College of Music, beginning with the establishment of the NORIS 
Graduate Student Awards by Thurnauer’s father, Hans Thurnauer. To 
continue the family’s passion for music and tradition of philanthropy, 
Thurnauer and Trifunac established this scholarship to support gifted 
graduate students through graduate assistantships, tuition waivers and 
stipends. Preference for this scholarship is given to students studying 
keyboard, violin or another instrument.

Sue Conrad and C. Dickson Titus Memorial Scholarship ◊
C. Dickson Titus created this endowed scholarship in memory of his 
father who attended CU Boulder and maintained a lifelong fondness for 
Boulder. Titus graduated from Stanford University, studied voice in Europe 
and earned a master’s in music history from the University of California, 
Berkeley. He taught opera in San Francisco and served as a counselor 
to the Los Angeles Opera. This endowed scholarship supports voice 
performance majors who display special talent for singing and interpreting 
concert literature including German Lieder, French mélodies, Italian 
art song, Baroque music and other concert repertoire. It also provides 
support for the Anderson Competition.

Richard Toensing Doctoral Composition Scholarship ◊
Richard Toensing, who passed away in 2014, served as chair, assistant 
professor, associate professor and professor of composition at the 
College of Music for many years. He directed the university’s Electronic 
Music Studio, New Music Festival and New Music Ensemble. An active 
composer, Toensing won numerous awards for his compositions, which 
ranged from free atonal work to diatonic music. Deeply committed to 
advancing the study of composition and encouraging aspiring composers, 
Toensing established these endowed scholarships to support doctoral 
students of exceptional promise.



Richard Toensing Undergraduate Composition Scholarship ◊
Richard Toensing, who passed away in 2014, served as chair, assistant 
professor, associate professor and professor of composition at the 
College of Music for many years. He directed the university’s Electronic 
Music Studio, New Music Festival and New Music Ensemble. An active 
composer, Toensing won numerous awards for his compositions, which 
ranged from free atonal work to diatonic music. Deeply committed 
to advancing the study of composition and encouraging aspiring 
composers, Toensing established these endowed scholarships to support 
undergraduate students of exceptional promise.

Louise Touhy Music Scholarship ◊
George W. Touhy, who passed away in March 1992, endowed the Louise 
Touhy Music Scholarship through a bequest in memory of his wife, a 
lifelong musician. Mr. Touhy graduated from CU Boulder in 1924 and was 
a member of the University Chorus. Mrs. Touhy was a music teacher with 
an undeniable passion for her church, where she served as choir director 
and organist for 33 years. She established one of the finest church music 
programs in central Florida. She strongly believed that music could enrich 
and uplift people’s lives. This endowed memorial scholarship supports 
deserving graduate students.
 
Gloria and Martin Trotsky Music Scholarship ◊
Gloria Trotsky grew up surrounded by music and studied piano as a 
child. Her love of piano, music and learning manifested itself in a long 
and rewarding teaching career. She and her late husband Martin, an 
all-conference shortstop for the CU baseball team, shared a deep 
commitment to recognizing and rewarding talent and finding educational 
opportunities for anyone seeking them, especially those in financial need. 
This endowed scholarship supports talented piano students. It also 
honors Martin’s memory and his many contributions to CU Boulder.

Trumpet Student Success Fund ◊
A 1965 trumpet alum who studied under Professor Frank Baird 
established this endowed Trumpet Student Success Fund to empower 
talented trumpet students to pursue pre-professional opportunities, such 
as conferences, conventions, competitions, auditions, workshops and 
summer programs. The fund can also support scholarships as well as 
individual and small-group projects, such as community engagement or 
recording projects; and special experiences, such as bringing guest artists 
to campus.

Van Arsdale Music Education Scholarship
Kathy Van Arsdale and her husband of 50 years, Dr. Peter Van Arsdale, met 
at CU on a blind date. They deeply believe in music education. Kathy (BME 
’69) was Pi Kappa Lambda and Pacesetter (“Top 20 Campus Leader”). A 
Denver music teacher for 50 years (public, private and studio), Kathy is 
a recipient of the Marquis Who’s Who Lifetime Achievement Award. The 
Van Arsdales’ three children studied piano and voice through high school 
and were selected to All State Choirs and All State Jazz Choir. Their son 
Mark is a professional opera singer, primarily in Europe. Bringing the joy of 
music into the life of every child is the Van Arsdales’ mission.

Howard B. Waltz Music Scholarship ◊
Howard B. Waltz, a past professor at the College of Music and recipient 
of the prestigious Robert L. Stearns Award, found many ways to 
demonstrate his devotion to the college. After 32 years teaching in the 
piano department, he established this endowed scholarship to encourage 
music students pursue a well-rounded education. This endowed 
scholarship supports academically strong students who are active and 
accomplished in performance.

Judith Richardson Waterman Scholarship ◊
In 1958, Judith Richardson Waterman earned a bachelor’s in music 
education at the College of Music. She moved to San Francisco, where 
she developed a successful career in human resource consulting and 
career planning. With her family, Waterman established this endowed 
scholarship to support future choral music teachers.
 
Katherine Ann Suber Whiton Memorial Scholarship in Double Bass ◊
In 1996, Katherine “Kathy” Anne Suber Whiton earned a Bachelor of 
Music degree from the College of Music and began a master’s degree 

the following fall. Whiton was an enormously successful string bass 
player, earning the rare honor of a solo performance with the university’s 
Chamber Orchestra. Her budding career was tragically cut short in a 1997 
automobile accident. Friends and family, including her parents Ken and 
Betty Ann, established this endowed scholarship as a living memorial to 
Whiton’s shining example. It supports talented double bass students who 
embody Whiton’s ideals of passion, love, courage and commitment.

Lynn Whitten Fellowship in Graduate Choral Conducting ◊
Upon his retirement, Lynn Whitten’s friends, Bill Jeffers and his late wife 
Freelyn, endowed this choral conducting fellowship in his honor. Whitten 
taught at CU Boulder from 1966 to 1995 and served as professor of choral 
conducting and director of choral studies. His choirs sang for numerous 
state, divisional and national conventions. His professional activities have 
included the national presidency, state presidency and membership on 
the editorial board and numerous committees for the American Choral 
Directors Association. Many of Whitten’s students also contributed to this 
fund in his honor.

Brownlow V. Wilson Scholarship in Music Education ◊
Wendy Wilson Greer earned a bachelor’s in music education at the 
College of Music in 1958. She was active as a pianist and as a student 
leader during her time at CU Boulder. The Brownlow V. Wilson Scholarship 
in Music Education was established in honor of her father, who also loved 
music. This endowed scholarship supports music education students 
during their senior year of study.

Nurit and Jim Wolf Collaborative Piano Scholarship ◊
Growing up in rural British Palestine/Israel, Nurit Wolf listened to chamber 
music played by her friends and her cellist father. She studied piano from 
a young age and later studied under former CU Piano Professor Larry 
Graham. Nurit’s husband Jim began his appreciation of classical music 
as a freshman at Oberlin College in the 1950s. Together, the Wolfs have 
enjoyed many programs at the College of Music since they moved to 
Boulder in 1968 and they are proud to have established this endowed 
scholarship supporting exceptional collaborative pianists in 2019.

Paula Marie and H. Rolan Zick Scholarship ◊
H. Rolan Zick, who passed away in 2014, established this endowed 
scholarship in memory of his wife Paula, who loved music. Dr. Zick earned 
a bachelor’s in chemistry at CU Boulder, lettering in gymnastics. Dr. Zick 
returned to CU Boulder to head Wardenburg Student Health Services 
after a long career in the United States military. Mrs. Zick strongly believed 
that excellence in musical performance should be recognized. This 
endowed scholarship supports exceptional singers based on outstanding 
performance in an Eklund Opera Program production. 



About the College of Music
Since 1920, the College of Music offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate 
and graduate study, integrating advanced musical training with professionally oriented 
experiences and the rich resources of a leading research university. Award-winning 
performers, scholars and composers, college faculty are deeply dedicated pedagogues 
helping students develop and succeed in their musical endeavors—whether your 
passion is to teach, perform, compose, research or rethink music entirely. The college 
offers seven undergraduate and graduate degrees in 24 fields of study, along with an 
array of interdisciplinary opportunities, including certificates in music technology and 
entrepreneurship. The college further provides students access to the liberal arts and 
numerous interdisciplinary opportunities, enhancing an intensive musical training. And 
with some 340 undergraduate and more than 200 graduate students, the college boasts 
a faculty-to-student ratio of approximately one faculty member for every eight students. 
This close interaction inspires and equips students to develop their talents, refine their 
passions and ultimately succeed in their professional endeavors. Ensemble experiences 
include a full complement of concert and jazz bands, choirs and symphonic orchestras 
as well as chamber groups, pioneering world music ensembles and a state-of-the-art 
laptop orchestra. The college also presents more than 400 musical events to the public 
each year, ranging from fully staged operas to early and new music performances.  

COLLEGE HIGHLIGHTS
Entrepreneurship Center for Music (ECM)
The ECM is a national leader in professional 
development for musicians, equipping today’s 
music students with the skills and tools they 
need to create sustainable careers in the arts. 
As one of the first such programs in the country, 
the ECM is an entrepreneurial endeavor, 
developing new paradigms for education, 
leadership and advocacy in the emerging field 
of arts entrepreneurship.

Musicians’ Wellness Program (MWP)
The MWP increases proficiency and prevents 
injury through somatic training, health-related 
information and a medical support network. As 
such, the MWP provides essential assistance 
to injured students with the goals of returning 
them to full function and preventing further 
injury, and guiding them to resources and local 

medical professionals trained in the special 
needs of musicians. Classes and lessons in the 
Alexander Technique and Body Mapping are 
offered each semester.

American Music Research Center (AMRC)
The AMRC is dedicated to exploring and 
celebrating the diverse and rich traditions of 
American music. Jointly housed between the 
College of Music and University Libraries, 
the AMRC is home to a rare music repository 
that includes scores, papers, recordings, and 
material artifacts that document the history of 
American music and the people who have made 
it. The AMRC further provides research grants, 
and sponsors public events and community 
outreach activities.


