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WELCOME
Friends and patrons, 

When I took on the role of executive director 
of CU Presents in August, I knew that I’d be 
supporting the CU Boulder College of Music 
in continuing its tradition of excellence and 
high-quality performances. What I didn’t 
expect was the variety of new experiences 
I would discover by delving deeper into the 
programming we create and support. 

This fall, I attended an outreach performance of Hänsel und Gretel
presented by the College of Music’s Eklund Opera Program with hundreds 
of elementary school students, many experiencing their first live exposure 
to the performing arts. I saw the gravity-defying acrobatics of Circa’s Duck 
Pond at the Artist Series. I laughed at a satiric examination of bullying 
and its consequences in our musical theatre program’s Heathers, and 
I was stunned by our Wind Symphony’s collaboration with the ~Nois 
saxophone quartet to present Viet Cuong’s Second Nature. At each of these 
events, I was thrilled to join our audiences on impactful and emotionally 
transformative journeys. 

I’m also looking ahead to next fall. One of my great joys is curating the 
College of Music’s longstanding Faculty Tuesdays series along with Dean 
John Davis. This free recital series highlights the virtuosity and diverse 
repertory of the college’s own faculty and we hope to see you at the series 
opener on Aug. 26, 2025. The event promises to be memorable, featuring 
rotating performances by our piano faculty to celebrate the generous gift 
of a brand-new Steinway grand piano for Grusin Music Hall. We extend 
our heartfelt thanks to Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris for their leadership 
and generosity in making the lead gift for this Music Advisory Board-led 
campaign.

If you see me at a performance this spring, please say hello! I love visiting 
with our valued patrons about what makes our shared experiences 
meaningful.

Warmly,

Andrew “Metz” Metzroth
Executive Director, CU Presents
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SPOTLIGHT

Swashbuckling Fun for 
the Whole Family
By Henry Michaels

“I am the very model of a modern Major-General,
I’ve information vegetable, animal and mineral,
I know the kings of England, and I quote the fights historical
From Marathon to Waterloo, in order categorical.”

An all-time tongue twister, the “Major-General’s Song” is the most beloved tune 
from what is perhaps the most beloved operetta of Arthur Sullivan and W.S. 
Gilbert: The Pirates of Penzance. Delivered at breakneck speed and chock-full 
of wit and humor, this legendary musical number is the very model of the style of 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s lively, quick-witted comedy. 

And when the CU Boulder College of Music Eklund Opera Program presents The 
Pirates of Penzance in March, fun will surely abound.

“The feel and vibe of this show is so much fun. I mean, it takes place on a pirate 
ship, right?!” says Eklund Opera Program Director Leigh Holman. 

 

“It really is a sight to see. We have a 
luxurious, beautiful set. There’s dance, 
lots of physicality like tumbling and 
a ton of swashbuckling fun with the 
pirates. 

Then there are the jokes, which just 
come at you one after the other. It’s 
the greatest of satire. And the music. 
The music is gorgeous.”
 
The Pirates of Penzance tells the story 
of Frederic, a young man recently 
finished with his apprenticeship among 
a kindly group of pirates. He falls 
in love—don’t they always? —with 
Mabel, one of the daughters of Major-
General Stanley. Hijinks and hilarity 
ensue as the pirates attempt to find 
wives and Frederic discovers that his 
time with the buccaneers is honor-
bound to continue because of a Leap 
Day technicality. 

Like many of Gilbert and Sullivan’s 
operettas, The Pirates of Penzance is 
satire, a lampooning of the concept 
of duty and of Victorian-era norms. 
The College of Music’s production will 
also feature updates to some lyrics 
and dialogue, a common practice with 
Gilbert and Sullivan works. 

“Unlike Mozart or Verdi where you 
would never change anything that 
they wrote, we know that Gilbert and 
Sullivan would prefer updates because 
that was the point of their satire,” 
says Holman. “Gilbert as the librettist 
wanted to relate to what was going on 
in the audience’s time.”

Perhaps best of all, this swashbuckling 
musical extravaganza is seriously 
hilarious fun for the whole family. From 
young to old and everyone in between, 
The Pirates of Penzance—with all its 
music, its comedy and its dynamism—
has something for everyone.

MARCH 14-16
BUY TICKETS



Jan. 23 - Feb. 16
The Savoy  |  Denver

Feb. 21 - Feb. 23
The Nomad Playhouse  |  Boulder

Nine lives entangle in delightfully surprising and 
comical ways when an elevator crashes in a major 
American city. Michael Hollinger’s comedy is a 
reminder that there are only a few degrees of 
separation between all of us.

P R E S E N T S

Straight from its critically acclaimed run 
off-Broadway, The White Chip is the true 
story of one man’s journey from alcoholism 
to recovery in a play The New York Times 
described as “laugh-out-loud funny and 
gasp-inducing, self-inflicted tragedy.”

Apr. 10 - May 4
The Dairy Arts Center  |  Boulder

By Sean Daniels

BETC.ORG
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UPCOMING EVENT HIGHLIGHTS

ARTIST SERIES

Renée Fleming
Voice of Nature
Jan. 31, 2025 

Kodo
One Earth Tour 2025: 
Warabe
Feb. 15, 2025 

Sweet Honey in the Rock
Feb. 28, 2025 

Martha Graham 
Dance Company
April 26, 2025 

COLLEGE OF MUSIC

The Pirates of Penzance
By Gilbert and Sullivan
March 14-16, 2025

Big Fish
By John August and 
Andrew Lippa
April 24-27, 2025

TAKÁCS QUARTET

Takács Quartet
Jan. 12 and 13, 2025
March 9 and 10, 2025
April 13 and 14, 2025
All performances stream for one 
week after Sunday concert.
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GOOD TO KNOW
ACCESSIBLITY
The University of Colorado is committed 
to providing equal access to individuals 
with disabilities.

LEARN MORE at this  
QR code, or visit  
cupresents.org/accessibility

Coming to a show and need 
accomodations? Contact CU Presents  
at least seven (7) days before the event  
at either cupresents@colorado.edu or 
303-492-8008.  

AUTHENTIC TICKETS
Make sure you can enjoy the show! 
Guaranteed valid tickets can be 
purchased:

• Online at cupresents.org
• From our box office in the  

University Club
• By phone at 303-492-8008

Ticket sales are final; no refunds. 
Exchanges are subject to availability and 
must be made at least one business day 
prior to the day of performance.

VISITOR 
INFO

 

LATE SEATING 
Latecomers are seated at the discretion 
of the house manager. You may be seated 
in a seat other than your ticketed seat; 
you can move to your ticketed seat during 
intermission.

Late seating is unavailable in the:
• Music Theatre (Imig Music Building)
• Loft Theatre (University Theatre Building)

NO SMOKING
CU Boulder is smoke-free.

PHOTOS / RECORDINGS
Photography and video / audio recordings 
of any type are PROHIBITED during the 
performance.

FACULTY TUESDAYS
SPRING 2025

Hsiao-Ling Lin, piano | Jan. 14
Dan Silver, clarinet | Jan. 21
David Korevaar, piano | Jan. 28
Suyeon Kim, piano | Feb. 4
Doug Walter, percussion | Feb. 11
Andrew Garland and Jeremy Reger | Feb. 18
Sterling Tanner, trombone | Feb. 25
Side-by-Side Chamber Music | March 4
Wind Faculty Showcase | March 11
Mutsumi Moteki, piano | March 18

7:30 P.M. | GRUSIN MUSIC HALL
FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC





350 Ponca Place  |   Boulder, CO 80303
FrasierMeadows.org 

The Meadows Memory Support
All-inclusive value! 
Enjoy a comprehensive range of services  
without any surprise costs or community fee!
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SPOTLIGHT

Sweet Honey in the Rock 
Continues to Find Hope in 
the Darkness
By Adam Goldstein

For more than 50 years, the vocal 
ensemble Sweet Honey in the Rock 
has worked to address the ills of the 
world through the power of song.

Dozens of vocalists have brought their 
talents to the ensemble since Bernice 
Johnson Reagon, a teacher with the 
Black Repertory Company, formally 
founded the group in 1973. Since then, 
the all-female group has tackled myriad 
social issues through their a cappella 
musical stylings including civil rights, 
domestic violence, immigration and—on 
their 2016 album #LoveInEvolution—the 
toll of gun violence in the United States 
including those claimed by police violence 
and by the school shootings at Sandy 
Hook Elementary School.

“Since we started writing this piece, 
we’ve had to keep adding names and 
sadly, we’ll be adding more before 
things change,” founding member 
Carol Maillard says of “Second Line 
Blues,” the track from the album that 
directly addresses the crisis.

That unflinching approach to society’s 
most dire issues is nothing new for 
the storied ensemble which has long 
examined contemporary society 
through a musical lens that draws from 
the rich tradition of Black female music 
in the United States. With strains of 
Gospel, spiritual and traditional hymns, 
the group in its current quartet form 
never shies from the world’s woes and 
will surely offer topical depth during its 
performance at Macky Auditorium on 
Feb. 28.

Even so, the note that shines through 
in the group’s music is full of hope 
and positivity and has always offered 
promise. The very name of the group 
hints at a better world—Sweet Honey 
in the Rock refers to a New Testament 
psalm that speaks of a world so 
abundant that even the rocks offer 
honey when split open. It’s a vision of 
a world that offers justice, peace and 
equality.

Through the group’s different 
iterations, which have featured more 
than 20 vocalists, that push toward a 
better world has remained consistent. 
The current lineup—which consists 
of members Nitanju Bolade Casel, 
Aisha Kahlil, Louise Robinson and 
Carol Maillard, as well as featured 
musician Romeir Mendez—continues 
the musical mission that has earned 
the group three Grammy Award 
nominations and spots on some of the 
world’s most prominent stages.

The group continues to strive for 
access and equity, whether it’s 
through their original compositions, 
their unique interpretations of music 
from artists ranging from Marvin Gaye 
to Bob Dylan or the way that they 
present their art. The group has long 
offered American Sign Language 
interpretations during its shows, a 
feature that will be part of the group’s 
performance at Macky.

It’s an artistic approach that offers 
solutions, even in the face of struggle, 
injustice and darkness.

“We are very forward-thinking as an 
organization, constantly re-evaluating 
how we can express concepts to 
uplift and create change through 
our music and concerts,” Maillard 
says. “#LoveInEvolution has a more 
contemporary sound and feel because 
as people in the group grow and 
change, we want to hear different 
things, feel different things and bring 
fresh elements to our presentation.”

The performance is sponsored by 
the Center for African and African 
American Studies (CAAAS) and the 
Colorado Association for the Deaf.

FEB. 28
BUY TICKETS 



Established in 1904, the Colorado 
Association of the Deaf is a 
collaborative advocacy group 
dedicated to serving Deaf 
Coloradans with accountability, 
equity, and transparency.

PERFORMANCE SPONSORS:

The Center for African and African 
American Studies is the research, 
creative work, and programming 
division of the broader Black 
Studies community at the University 
of Colorado Boulder.



  ENJOY THE HIP LITTLE TOWN
EVERYBODY LOVES

        LyonsColorado.com

 Play. Eat. Repeat.
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SPOTLIGHT

2024-25 Ekstrand Graduate 
Student Competition 
winners announced
By Kathryn Bistodeau

We are thrilled to announce the 
winner of the 2024-25 Bruce 
Ekstrand Memorial Graduate Student 
Performance Competition: The Koa 
String Quartet!

The College of Music’s current 
graduate string quartet in residence—
comprising violinists Kisa Uradomo 
and Leah Pernick, violist Thomas 
Chafe and cellist Heewon Lee—studies 
with the Takács Quartet. On Nov. 19, 
the Koa Quartet performed selections 
from works by Joseph Haydn and 
Kevin Lau, and was awarded $2,000 
for their Ekstrand win.

“We are so happy to have started 
our residency at CU Boulder on such 
a positive note! It was an incredible 
opportunity to perform onstage 
alongside so many of our talented 
peers,” Pernick says. “Thank you so 
much to the Takács Quartet and string 
faculty for their mentorship, and to 

the Ekstrand family for their generous 
support of students.”

Lee shares, “Our main goal of the 
performance was to have fun and keep 
up the good energy. I think us dancing 
backstage helped with that. But in all 
seriousness, we’re super thankful for 
the win!”

Second prize ($1,000) went to 
saxophonist Joel Ferst, who also won 
the audience favorite prize ($250). This 
year’s other Ekstrand finalists ($500 
each) include pianist John-Austin King, 
baritone Andrew Konopak and violinist 
Laura Pérez Rangel.

This year’s esteemed panel of judges 
were Jason Bergman—Associate 
Professor of Trumpet, Indiana 
University Jacobs School of Music; 
Courtney Hershey Bress—Principal 
Harpist, Colorado Symphony; Adjunct 
Professor of Harp, University of Denver 

Lamont School of Music; and Lecturer 
of Harp, University of Wyoming; and 
Cameron Stowe—Chair, Collaborative 
Piano, New England Conservatory; and 
Director, Collaborative Piano, Aspen 
Music Festival and School.

The Ekstrand Competition was 
launched by previous College of 
Music dean Robert Fink, and later 
renamed to honor the late Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs and 
psychology professor Bruce Ekstrand. 
The competition invites top graduate 
students to compete for cash prizes 
for professional development. This 
year’s faculty judges for the semi-final 
competition were Renee Gilliland, 
Jeremy Reger and Branden Steinmetz.

Semi-finalists included:
• Voice: Sidney Grimm, soprano; 

Andrew Konopak, baritone; James 
Robinson, baritone

• Piano: John-Austin King and Luca 
Pompilio

• Strings: Julian Bennett, cello; Koa 
String Quartet; Laura Pérez Rangel, 
violin

• Woodwinds: Joel Ferst, saxophone; 
Dylan King, saxophone; Harold 
Gomez-Montoya, clarinet

• Brass + percussion: Mark Bennett, 
trombone; Sydney Hoehl, trumpet; 
Connor Johnson, trumpet

Congratulations to the Koa String 
Quartet and all participants in this 
year’s competition, as well as their 
teachers—the Takács Quartet, Andrew 
Cooperstock, Andrew Garland and 
Nathan Mertens in the final round. Our 
special thanks also to collaborative 
pianists Runze Li, Hsiao-Ling Lin, 
Matthew Sebald—and all other 
pianists, mentors and teachers 
involved in the previous rounds of this 
competition.

Partially funded by the Ekstrand 
Competition Endowment Fund, 
this annual event is the premier 
performance competition for the 
College of Music’s most outstanding 
graduate students.
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ARTIST SERIES

Feb. 15  2025
Macky Auditorium

PROGRAM
Koe 
Composed by Yuta Sumiyoshi
Dance arranged by Koki Miura (2021) 

Miyake 
Arranged by Kodo 

Niwaka 
Composed by Masayasu Maeda (2021) 

Hae 
Composed by Motofumi Yamaguchi (1982) 

Uminari 
Composed by Yuta Sumiyoshi (2021) 

Intermission

Shinka 
Composed by Koki Miura (2021) 

Okoshi 
Composed by Masayasu Maeda
Dance arranged by Koki Miura (2021) 

(program continues on the next page)

KODO
Kodo Performers:
Eiichi Saito
Jun Jidai
Koki Miura Masayasu Maeda
Kodai Yoshida 
Seita Saegusa
Chihiro Watanabe  
Taiyo Onoda
Shun Takuma
Moe Niiyama Kei Sadanari
Jumpei Nonaka
Kazuma Hirosaki
Hana Ogawa

Director: Yuichiro Funabashi
Technical Director: Kei Olivier Furukata
Lighting Designer: Kenichi Mashiko (S.L.S.)
Stage Manager: Takeshi Arai
Production Manager: Yui Kamiya
Tour Managers: Natsumi Ikenaga, 
Rena Tsukamoto 
Assistant Stage Manager: Kengo Kosugi
Assistant Manager: Donnie Keeton
International Tour Management: IMG Artists

Music Advisor: Tatsuya Shimono
Posture & Movement Instructor: Tatsuo Kudo
Voice Instructor: Yumi Nogami
Photographer : Takashi Okamoto
Promotional Video Director: Sokichi Sogawa
Promotional Artwork: Hiroomi Hattori  
(COM Works)
Physical Trainer: Kiyoaki Sakai

Special Thanks:
Ranjo ∙ Shingo Tokihiro ∙ Kawachi Wakate
Rengebuji Temple ∙ Kodo Cultural Foundation

Planning & Production Company:
Kitamaesen Co., Ltd.
North America Tour Marketing :
SoloShoe Communications, LLC
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Dokuso 
Composed by Reo Kitabayashi (2021) 

Inochi
Composed by Ryotaro Leo Ikenaga (2021) 

O-daiko 
Arranged by Kodo, Kenta Nakagome 

Yatai-bayashi
Traditional, arranged by Kodo 

The following pieces are based on these 
regional traditional performing arts: 
Koe: Kanatsu-ryu Yanagawa Shishi Odori 
(Oshu, Iwate) 
Miyake: Miyake-jima Kamitsuki  
Mikoshi Daiko (Miyake Island, Tokyo) 
Okoshi: Onidaiko and Shishi  
(Sado Island, Niigata) 
Yatai-bayashi: Chichibu Yatai-bayashi 
(Chichibu, Saitama)

Kodo appears by arrangement with 
IMG Artists, LLC
7 West 54th Street, New York, NY 10019.
212-994-3500 | imgartists.com

This evening’s performance is 
generously sponsored by

DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Let your soul dance to the rhythm of life. 

In Japanese, the word Kodo holds a double 
meaning. It can be translated as “heartbeat,” 
the primal source of all rhythm. However, 
our group’s name is written with different 
characters, which mean “drum” and “child.” 
This reflects Kodo’s desire to play the drums 
with the simple heart of a child. For our 40th 
anniversary in 2021, we created two works 
based on our name: Tsuzumi takes its name 
and theme from the drum character, and 
Warabe from the child element. 

Tsuzumi was our touring production in 2023 
across North America, and we are happy 
to present you now with the continuing 
production Warabe. In Warabe, Kodo looks 
to its classic repertoire and aesthetics from 
the ensemble’s early days. This production 
blends simple forms of taiko expression that 
celebrate the unique sound, resonance, and 
physicality synonymous with Kodo—forever 
children of the drum at heart.

Come and experience the soul-stirring rhythm 
of life firsthand.

Yuichiro Funabashi
Director / Kodo Ensemble Leader

ABOUT KODO
Kodo 
Exploring the limitless possibilities of the 
traditional Japanese drum, the taiko, Kodo 
is forging new directions for a vibrant living 
art-form. Since the group’s debut at the 
Berlin Festival in 1981, Kodo has given more 
than 7,000 performances on five continents, 
spending about a third of the year overseas, 
a third touring in Japan and a third rehearsing 
and preparing new material on Sado Island. 
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Kodo strives to both preserve and reinterpret 
traditional Japanese performing arts. Beyond 
this, members on tours and research trips all 
over the globe have brought back to Sado a 
kaleidoscope of world music and experiences 
which now exerts a strong influence on the 
group’s performances and compositions. 
Collaborations with other artists and 
composers extend right across the musical 
spectrum and Kodo’s lack of preconceptions 
about its music continues to produce startling 
new fusion and forms. 

Sado Island 
Since 1971, Sado Island has been Kodo’s 
home and the platform from which the group 
reaches out to the world. With nature’s 
warm embrace evident in each of her four 
seasons, Sado is an extraordinary place 
where traditional ways of life and the island’s 
indigenous performing arts still thrive today. 

This island is the fountain of inspiration 
for Kodo and the guiding force behind the 
group’s creative lifestyle. Their goal is to find a 
harmonious balance between people and the 
natural world. Each time Kodo ventures off the 
island, the ensemble encounters new people, 
customs and traditional performing arts that 
are ingrained in the lifestyles of each locale. 
Both similarities and differences prompt 
Kodo members to pause and reflect upon the 
importance of the varied and rich cultures that 
colour our world. These life lessons permeate 
each performer’s skin and become an invisible 
source of their expression. It is through this 
process of Living, Learning and Creating 
that Kodo cultivates a unique aesthetic and 
sensitivity, reaching out toward a new world 
culture rooted in the rich possibilities of a 
peaceful coexistence between humanity and 
nature. 
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Kodo Cultural Foundation
Thanks to the support of many friends, Kodo 
Cultural Foundation was established in 1997 
in order to increase Kodo’s capacity for 
outreach projects on Sado Island. Its primary 
mission is to carry out non-profit activities 
focused on social education and the notion 
of giving back to the local community. Kodo 
Cultural Foundation is committed to the 
cultural and environmental preservation of 
Sado Island and oversees many ambitious 
projects. From the conservation of local 
habitats to the revitalisation of rare craft 
traditions and Noh theaters throughout Sado 
Island, the highly collaborative Foundation 
supports many vital initiatives. Its activities 
include holding workshops, planning annual 
music festival Earth Celebration, creating a 
research library, managing Kodo Apprentice 
Centre and Sado Island Taiko Centre, and 
carrying out research in the performing arts. 

Kodo Apprentice Centre
In a converted schoolhouse in Kakinoura 
on Sado Island, the young people who will 
continue and expand on Kodo’s traditions are 
trained, not just in musical technique but also 
in all matters of body and spirit. Beginning 
in April, apprentices live communally 

and train for two years. From this group, 
probationary members are selected in 
January of the second year. These chosen 
few spend one year as junior members, and 
if they are successful, they then become full 
Kodo members. Kodo seeks people of all 
backgrounds who are interested in becoming 
apprentices, as well as the next generation 
of Kodo players and staff. Apprentices live 
communally in the Kodo Apprentice Centre 
where they learn taiko, dance, song and other 
traditional arts.

For any inquiries, please contact Kodo at: 
Kodo Village
148-1 Ogi Kanetashinden
Sado, Niigata 
952-0611, Japan 
Tel. +81-259-86-3630
Email: heartbeat@kodo.or.jp
Website: kodo.or.jp
Facebook | X | Instagram: @KodoHeartbeat

Photo credit: Takashi Okamoto



Michael S. Caplan
Barron’s Top 100 Independent Advisors 2024

Forbes/Shook Top RIA Firms 2024
Forbes/Shook Top 10 Best-in-State Wealth Advisor 2024

Northwestern University - Honors in Mathematics 
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Invictus Private Wealth is pleased to announce that its own Michael
Caplan was selected as Barron’s top independent advisor in Colorado.
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TO MEASURE BEST PRACTICES, CLIENT RETENTION, INDUSTRY EXPERIENCE, CREDENTIALS, COMPLIANCE RECORDS, FIRM NOMINATIONS, AND QUANTITATIVE CRITERIA, SUCH AS: ASSETS UNDER MANAGEMENT AND REVENUE
GENERATED. NO PARTIES RECEIVE COMPENSATION IN EXCHANGE FOR PLACEMENT ON THE RANKING. ADVISORY SERVICES ARE ONLY OFFERED TO CLIENTS OR PROSPECTIVE CLIENTS WHERE INVICTUS PRIVATE WEALTH, LLC AND ITS

REPRESENTATIVES ARE PROPERLY LICENSED, AND A CLIENT SERVICE AGREEMENT IS IN PLACE. PAST PERFORMANCE IS NO GUARANTEE OF FUTURE RETURNS. INVESTING INVOLVES RISK AND POSSIBLE LOSS OF PRINCIPAL CAPITAL.
SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH PURSHE KAPLAN STERLING INVESTMENTS, MEMBER FINRA/SIPC. PURSHE KAPLAN STERLING INVESTMENTS AND INVICTUS PRIVATE WEALTH LLC ARE NOT AFFILIATED COMPANIES.
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Discover the scenic beauty & vibrant energy 
at the historic Hotel Boulderado, just one block 
from Pearl Street Mall. Enjoy modern amenities,

elegant event venues, charming Victorian  
ambiance and three in-house restaurants and bars.

BOULDERADO.COM | 303.442.4344 | 2115 13 TH STREET BOULDER, CO. 80302

Historic Charm
for the

Modern Traveler



Our season artwork by Chris DeKnikker: www.chrisdeknikker.com

Also coming up:

Lost/Found

Science/Fantasy

Time/Eternity

April 4-6, 2025
An imaginative musical expedition of discovery and invention

May 30-June 1, 2025
Let your spirit soar with modern choral masterworks

with special guest
David Korevaar, piano

February 7-8, 2025

Music for piano and choir recently revived, presented with virtuoso flair. 
Join us for an evening of timeless beauty, with rediscovered treasures 
by Enrique Granados, Dominick Argento, and Lili Boulanger.

www.arsnovasingers.org

2024-2025 Concert Season

Contrasts

Life can 
change in a 
heartbeat.

Scan the QR code to take 
the Healthy Heart quiz

Heart disease is 
the number one 
killer of women 
and men in the 
United States. 
Take the Healthy 
Heart quiz to 
assess your risk.

Serving Pets and our Community Since 1954

Main Hospital
5585 Arapahoe Avenue

(behind Boulder Dinner Theater)
Boulder, CO 80303

303-442-7033

Downtown Hospital
1730 15th Street

(between Arapahoe & Canyon)
Boulder, CO 80302
303-442-7036

www.arapahoeanimalhospital.com

ARAPAHOE ANIMAL HOSPITAL

FULL-SERVICE 
VETERINARY CARE 
for SMALL ANIMALS  
BIRDS ~ EXOTICS

PET BOARDING

DOGGIE DAY CARE

DAY & EVENING HOURS  
7 DAYS/WEEK with  
TWO Convenient 
Locations

WE’RE HERE
FOR YOU AND 

YOUR PETS



Catapult
A BFA dance concert
Feb. 7-9 | Irey Theatre

Open Space
Curated by CU Dance Connection
March 7-9 | Irey Theatre

The Current
Dance works by faculty and guest artists
April 24-27 | Irey Theatre

John Proctor is the Villain
By Kimberly Bellflower
Feb. 21-March 2 | Loft Theatre

Something Rotten!
By John O’Farrell and Karey Kirkpatrick
April 11-20 | Roe Green Theatre

Antigone, 2024.  Photo by RDG Photography.



NOW ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
for the 25-26 school year!

Boulder’s Progressive Independent 
School for Grades 6-12

5405 Spine Rd
Boulder, CO

RESEARCH-BASED • FUTURE-FOCUSED • COMMUNITY-ENGAGED

To learn more about Watershed for your student,
 please contact: admissions@watershedschool.org colorado.edu/cuartmuseum

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 
THE CU ART MUSEUM! 
We’re on break from December 20-January 14, 2025. Make a 
resolution to visit in 2025! For hours and news about upcoming 
exhibitions, please visit us online.

colorado.edu/cuartmuseum



As a daughter of a single mother of 
three kids, despite our best efforts, 
there were opportunities I missed due 
to our financial situation. Thanks to 
scholarships from generous donors, 
I can pursue my dream of studying to 
be a professional musician.

To support existing music scholarships, or to learn how to establish your own, contact 
Kelli Hirsch, Director of Development, at 303-735-8403 or kelli.hirsch@colorado.edu.

On average,   
of students at the College of 
Music rely on scholarships.

55%
Your scholarship support:

 ͌ Recruits and retains  
talented students

 ͌ Makes world-class music 
education accessible

 ͌ Invests in the future of  
music education

JAILA CARR
Master of Music - French Horn Performance
Class of 2025



      Find us at 13th & Penn–West of Macky across  Broadway     

     www.TheSink.com | 11 AM - 10 PM Daily      

FEEDING CU Since 1923!

Featured on Diners Drive-ins and Dives,
Man v. Food & Travel Channel

CUCU

956 West Cherry Street
Louisville, CO 80027 

720.259.1723  
www.paulscoffeeandtea.com

Founded by Musicians 
Supporting Musicians.

Come play 
with us!

303.772.5200
longmonttheatre.org

513 Main Street, Longmont,CO

February 7, 8, 14, 15 at 7:30 PM 
February 9 & 16 at 2:00 PM

March 21, 22, 28 & 29  
at 7:30 PM 

March 23 & 30 at 2:00 PM

Logotype  +  Logomark

Boulder Chamber Orchestra | Branding Logomark

JAN 25 | Strings Sensational with  
Kellan Toohey - Clarinet

MAR 1 | Boulder Celebrities with Ed Dusinberre  
and Richard O’Neill

MAY 24 | 20th Anniversary Celebration Concert  
at Macky Auditorium

Tickets are $13 - $30 at boulderchamberorchestra.org
All concerts listed are in Boulder. Check website for location.
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LEIGH HOLMAN TO LEAD COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONY AS NEW MARSHAL

By Greg Swenson

Leigh Holman, director of CU Boulder’s 
Eklund Opera Program, has been 
named the new commencement 
marshal.

Holman, a CU Boulder alumna who 
has been with the university for 15 
years, replaces Bud Coleman who 
has led the spring commencement 
ceremony since 2018. 

“On behalf of our entire college, 
we’re proud of Leigh Holman 
assuming the role of the university’s 
next commencement marshal,” said 
College of Music Dean John Davis, 
also noting Holman’s transformative 
role as director of the college’s highly 
regarded Eklund Opera Program and 
New Opera Workshop (CU NOW).

“Leigh’s work advances our 
mission to develop multiskilled, 
multifaceted universal musicians 
with flexible career options, thereby 
also amplifying momentum toward 
more interdisciplinary collaborations 
across our campus. In that spirit, 
as commencement marshal, Leigh 
perfectly represents not only the 
College of Music, but also our 
increasingly interconnected campus 
community.”

The role of commencement marshal 
is mostly behind the scenes, until the 
day of the ceremony when Holman will 
be front and center on stage before 
thousands of graduates and their 
guests. It’s a role she relishes and is 
excited to take on.

“As a performer, I feel comfortable 
being on stage. And part of the job 
of being commencement marshal is 
emceeing the event, so I feel very 
comfortable in that role,” she said.
“The main thing I’m excited about is 
being a part of this special day for our 

students, a day that hopefully they’ll 
never forget.”

Holman took some time to talk with 
CU Boulder Today about herself, her 
time at CU Boulder and her new role 
as commencement marshal.

DIRECTOR, EKLUND 
OPERA PROGRAM
I am the director of opera for the 
College of Music, and that means 
I’m the director of the program 
administratively, but I’m also the 
resident stage director. I am in charge 
of working with my team to cast 
shows, choose the operas we will be 
performing and, more importantly, I 
come up with the vision for the show 
… what it’s going to look like, what 
it’s going to feel like and what the 
characters will be like.

So I’m really a storyteller, and I use 
acting and visual elements on stage 
to tell that story. That’s what a stage 
director does, and that’s my role here 
at CU.

NEW OPERA WORKSHOP
In the summer we have a program 
that I started called the New Opera 
Workshop (CU NOW). It’s a really 
exciting program where we bring in 
opera composers who are working on 
new projects and pair them with our 
wonderfully talented students who 
then bring the opera’s characters and 
the music to life. So the composers 
get to work on their project in a 
beautiful setting here in Boulder, and 
our students get the opportunity to 
work with some of the most renowned 
creators of opera in the world.

ROAD TO CU BOULDER
My grandparents went to CU Boulder 
in the 1920s. After graduating—my 
grandmother graduated too, which 
was almost unheard of back then—

they moved to Tennessee. When I was 
growing up, we lived in Tennessee but 
my grandparents had moved back to 
Colorado, so we went to visit them 
every summer.

After completing my undergraduate 
and graduate degrees and working 
for a while, I decided that I wanted to 
teach voice and direct operas. I had 
a few schools on my list, and CU was 
one of them. So, in my 30s, I went 
back to school and got my doctorate. 
After teaching at the college level for 
a few years and working with Opera 
Colorado, I came to work at CU 
Boulder. I feel very lucky to have my 
dream job. It’s pretty awesome to be a 
teacher where my grandparents went 
to college.

PASSION FOR SINGING 
AND OPERA
I’ve been a singer since birth. I think 
the first time I ever sang in public I 
was 4 years old, and I sang the song 
“Raindrops Keep Falling On My Head.” 
I’ll never forget it. I was a voice major 
in college where I studied classical 
music. I am a mezzo soprano, which 
is fun because it is one of the lower 
soprano voices, so you get cast in 
roles such as witches. So I sang, went 
to college to study voice and started 
doing opera. And then after college, I 
did opera professionally.

PEOPLE WOULD BE 
SURPRISED TO KNOW…
I think people would be surprised that 
I ride a motorcycle. One other thing 
… When I was in high school, I was 
a Congressional page in Washington, 
D.C. I was from this little rural town 
in Tennessee, and I was asked by my 
Congressman to come to D.C. to be 
a page. I served during the end of the 
Carter administration.
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OUR SUPPORTERS
A GIFT TO THE PERFORMING ARTS IS A GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING.
Your annual contributions provide essential support for the Artist Series, Eklund Opera and Takács Quartet. Your gifts 
support concert performances, opera productions, faculty recitals, guest artist appearances, the Takács Quartet residency 
and many other vital projects. You make these performances possible. 

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made to the Artist Series, Eklund Opera and Takács Quartet between June 1, 2023 and 
Nov. 30, 2024. 

ARTIST SERIES
$10,000+
Maryan Jaross and Thomas Lepak in 
honor of Joan McLean Braun

Paul Bechtner Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Dick Dunn in honor of Joan McLean 
Braun

Marilyn and William Fitzsimmons
Kay and Daryl James in honor of 
Joan McLean Braun

Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris 
in honor of Joan McLean Braun

$2,500-$4,999
Chris and Barbara Christoffersen
Toni and Douglas Shaller
Ellen and Josh Taxman in honor of 
Joan McLean Braun

$1,000-$2,499
Gil and Nancy Berman in honor of 
Joan McLean Braun

Joan McLean Braun
Marty Coffin Evans and 
Robert Trembly II

Mike and Carol Gallucci
Julie and Alan Halpern
Mary Lamy
Maggie and John McKune
Flo Phillips
Jane and Cedric Reverand
Dan and Boyce Sher
Barbara Springer and Clay Robinson
Ann and Gary Yost

$500-$999
Bob and Sandy McCalmon
Judy and Alan Megibow
Jane Elizabeth Roach
Evelyn Taylor
Heather Van Dusen

$300-$499
Anonymous
Shirley Carnahan in honor of 
Joan McLean Braun

Pauline* and Noel Clark
Kumiko Iwata
Jerry and Heidi Lynch
Elizabeth and Gary Rauch
Norma Sierra

$150-$299
Laima and Damon Haley in honor of 
Joan McLean Braun

Alice and Judah Levine
Geoffrey Tyndall

$50-$149
Anonymous
William Arndt
Dede and Robert Baskerville IV
Cathy Cloutier
Jill and Joe Ozaki
Marilyn and Robert Peltzer
Julie Poppen and Dean Pajevic
Rojana Savoye
Mary Ann Shea and Steven Meyrich
Gail and Michael Shimmin in honor of 
Joan McLean Braun

Thomas and Jacqueline Stauffer

* Deceased

EKLUND OPERA
$10,000+
The Academy Charitable 
Foundation, Inc.

University of Colorado Foundation

$2,500-$9,999
Jack Finlaw and Greg Movesian
Krista Marks and Brent Milne
Becky Roser and Ron Stewart
Toni and Douglas Shaller

$1,000-$2,499
The Boeing Company
Marty Coffin Evans and 
Robert Trembly II

The Community Foundation 
Serving Boulder County

Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Ellen and John Gille
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Cynthia and Dave Rosengren
Frank Spaid

$500-$999
John Hedderich
Lori Lucas and Bob Schuyler
Anjali and Heinrich Maus
Dennis G. Peterson
Edith Zagona and Joseph Prizio

$300-$499
Judith Auer and George Lawrence
Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Alan Pittman
Helen Stone

$150-$299
Jerry and Heidi Lynch
Ron and Hester Nadel
Carol and Randall Shinn
Lynn Streeter
Walter Taylor

$50-$149
Anonymous
Susan and Robert Burton
Sara-Jane and Bill Cohen
Susan Graber
MaryAnn and Steven Langer
Judy and Harrie Lewis
Meryl Mantione
Mutsumi Moteki and David Kirtley
Dave and Ann Phillips
Kim and Richard Plumridge
Ruth Schoening
Debora and Robert Smith



303 447 9883
1220 Pennsylvania Ave

Boulder 80302

Serving Boulder for 13 Years 

sushihanaboulder.com

Conveniently located two blocks from the University of  
Colorado Boulder Campus, Sushi Hana is the perfect spot for a delicious 
 meal before or after the show.

Enjoy the authentic flavors of Japan with our fresh, high-quality ingredients, 
specialty cocktails, sakes and delicacies handcrafted by elite chefs.”

BOOK YOUR
TIME TODAY!

Add a 45-minute walk
to any Daycare or

Boarding Reservation

Two great locations! Proudly Serving You Since 2005
Erie - 303.828.4989 | www.bowhausco.com

Boulder - 303.802.7790g You Since 2005

Instead of a Gym Membership, you won’t use...
Give Your Fur-Baby a Membership they will use!

Your Dog 
has a New Year
Resolution too!

GROOMING

DOG TRAINING

BOARDING
& DAYCARE

Say Hello to Alcohol-Free Craft Beer

Alcohol-Free at 0.00% ABV
Born in Arvada, Colorado

Woman and Minority Owned
Award-Winning

All Natural, Low in Calories, Zero Added Sugar
www.CeriaBrewing.com
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TAKÁCS QUARTET
$50,000+
Chris and Barbara 
Christoffersen

$10,000-$49,999
Gary and Judith Judd in 
memory of Fay Shwayder

Vaclav Kostroun and  
Julia Rechter

$5,000-$9,999
P.J. Decker and B.A. 
Saperstein in honor of 
András Fejér

Carol Kovner
Joanna and Mark Rosenblum
Elissa Stein and  
Richard Replin

Takács String Quartet 

$2,500-$4,999
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Tom and Carol Cech
Robbie Dunlap
Laurie Hathorn
Norma R. Johnson Fund in 
memory of Fay Shwayder

Rosemary Phelps

$1,000-$2,499
Alice Bradley
Lauren Frear
Joan and Robert Goddard
Carolyn Grant
Anne Heinz and Ran Yaron

Doree Hickman
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Kyonggeun and  
Bruce Johnson

Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Eun-Kyung Sarno
Toni and Douglas Shaller
Dan and Boyce Sher
Becky Roser and 
 Ron Stewart

Helen Stone
Lynn Streeter
Kathleen Sullivan
John and Carson Taylor
Lena and James 
Wockenfuss

$500-$999
Barbara Allen
Pauline* and Noel Clark
JoAnn and Richard Crandall
Barbara and Carl Diehl in 
memory of Walter Kintsch

Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Kathryn Hornbein in memory  
of Thomas F. Hornbein

Eileen Kintsch
Lise Menn
Evette and John Ramsay
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Larry and Ann Thomas
Laurie and Arthur Travers, Jr.

$300-$499
Harvey Gardiner
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Carol and Tony Keig
Albert Lundell
Jerry and Heidi Lynch
Nancy and J. Malville

$150-$299
Tamar Barkay
Meryl Bornstein
Carolyn and Don Etter
Ann and William Ford
Caryl and David Kassoy
Alice and Judah Levine
Ginna Newton
Anthony and Randi Stroh
William Wood*

$50-$149
Anonymous
Joseph Falke
Mayumi Fujita
Elena Georgouses and  
Robert Smith

William Hoffman
Diane Kebede
Judy and Harrie Lewis
Louisa and Jon Nance
Anne and Richard Norwood
Margaret Oakes
Patricia Ann Peterson Trust
Douglas Penick

* Deceased

Join our community of 
supporters by 
scanning this QR code. 

OTHER WAYS TO GIVE
Online at 
cupresents.org/giving

CONTACT our 
Advancement team at 
303-492-3054

ARTIST SERIES SPONSORS
CORPORATE SPONSORS

IN-KIND SPONSORS



JAPANGOSUSHI.COM

Where centuries of culinary 
excellence get a fresh touch. 
Sushi, modern Japanese, and 
hand-crafted cocktails.

1136 Pearl Street
Boulder, CO 80302
303-938-0330

JapangoBoulder

A taste of 
Japan in 
the heart 
of Boulder

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  M O N T E S S O R I  E D U C A T I O N  I N  B O U L D E R

1 2  M O N T H S  -  S I X T H  G R A D E
Bilingual Programs 

7.5 Acre Farm Campus

Experiential Learning

4,000 sq ft Performing Arts Facility

Exciting Summer Camps
M O U N T A I N S H A D O W S . O R GVCA All Pets Animal Hospital Boulder

5290 Manhattan Circle, 
Boulder, CO 80303
P 303-499-5335 | vcaallpetsboulder.com

VCA Broadway Animal Hospital and Pet Center
1405 S. Broadway
Boulder, CO 80305
P 303-499-5505 | vcabroadway.com

Free First Exam*

*Free First Exam for new clients only. Exam includes status check on weight, nutrition, and general 
health, parasite discussion, dental check, and vaccination overview only. Not good toward any other 
services. Offer good for up to two pets (dogs or cats only) per household. Not to be combined with 
any other offer. Redeemable only at the listed location(s). For pet owners who are aged 18 and older. 
No Cash Value. Expires 12/31/25. Cashier Code: 700.500 (Local). © 2024 VCA Animal Hospitals Inc. 
VCA is a registered trademark of VCA Inc. or its affiliated companies. TM of VCA Inc. or its 
affiliated companies.

Services include:
• Status check on weight
• Dental check
• Detection for early signs of

heart or arthritic conditions
• Vaccination overview
• Nutrition and general health

Scan to find your 
nearest hospital
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PERSONNEL
COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 

Associate Dean for Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 

Associate Dean for Undergraduate 
Studies and Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  

Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget  
and Finance 
Carrie Howard 

Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein

DEI Director 
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen

Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman

Production Assistant,  
Eklund Opera Program 
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis

Production Director 
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer  
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for Stewardship  
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Manager and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 

Scheduling Coordinator
Kayla Pierce

Recording Engineer and  
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Jacob Moginot

Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 

Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 

Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 

Director of Ticketing and 
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green

Senior House Manager 
Rojana Savoye 

Senior Marketing Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant 
Dana Cutti

Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist 
James Whalen

Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger
Macy Crow
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and  
CU Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 

Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 

Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann

Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 

Assistant Director for Stakeholder  
and Patron Services 
Amanda Wells

Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 

House Manager 
Devin Hegger  

Current as of Dec. 15, 2024.

CONTACT US 
Online: cupresents.org
By Phone: 303-492-8008
In Person: University Club  
972 Broadway, Boulder 
Box Office Hours: Monday-Friday,  
10 a.m.-5 p.m

CONNECT WITH US
    @cupresents



303.750.6060
PhaseOneLandscapes.com
email@phaseonelandscapes.com

incredible outdoor spaces
Making Dreams a Reality 

For over Thirty Years

Contact us today for 
your complimentary

Design/Build consultation

303.750.6060
PhaseOneLandscapes.com
email@phaseonelandscapes.com
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