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NEED TO KNOW
Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMODATIONS?  
Visit cupresents.org/accessiblity to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house 
management. You may be seated in the nearest available 
area to minimize distruptions. Some venues may not be able 
to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS  
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL 
DEVICES, and refrain from using them during the 
performance. 
Explore programs at the event on your device before or after the show,  
or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.

The University of Colorado Boulder, Colorado’s flagship university, honors and recognizes the 
many contributions of Indigenous peoples in our state. CU Boulder acknowledges that it is 
located on the traditional territories and ancestral homelands of the Cheyenne, Arapaho, Ute 
and many other Native American nations. Their forced removal from these territories has caused 
devastating and lasting impacts. While the University of Colorado Boulder can never undo or 
rectify the devastation wrought on Indigenous peoples, we commit to improving and enhancing 
engagement with Indigenous peoples and issues locally and globally.

https://cupresents.org/your-visit/accessibility/
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SoundWorks
Featuring the Sphere Ensemble
7:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 15, 2025
Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM
Nature Scenes
Ryan Flat

I.	 The Forest
II.	 The Creatures
III.	 The Moon and Stars
IV.	 The Mountain

Samuel Nixon, flute/piccolo
Aria Henson, flute
Emilie Feve, oboe/English horn
Luka Vezmar, oboe
Caden Craig, clarinet
Benjamin Rathje, clarinet
Larissa Harrison, bassoon
Isabel Goodwin, contrabassoon
Holly McMahon, piano

Invention in E minor
Prelude to a Forest Fugue in A minor
Forest Fugue in A minor
Glenda Luck
Andrew Todd, piano



C-2     	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

What’s the Matter?
Luka Vezmar

I.	 Grenadilla Blues
II.	 Brass Ballad 
III.	 Maple Wood Rag

Grace Stringfellow, oboe
Gleyton Pinto, B-flat clarinet
Joel Ferst, alto sax
Juan Vargas, bass clarinet
Sam Macken, bassoon

Intermission

Chromatic Abyss
Nicholas Felder
Nicholas Felder, voice 
Joel Ferst, soprano saxophone
Nathan Mertens, alto saxophone 
Colin Crake, tenor saxophone 
Ian Gunnarschja, baritone saxophone
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Music for Motion
Carter Pann

I.	 Beneath the Wheel
II.	 Kleiner Morganwanderer
III.	 Falling
IV.	 John’s Runaway Yacht Rock Vibes 

Sphere Ensemble
Alejandro Gómez Guillén, conductor
Violin 1: Evan De Long, Veronica Sawarynski, Nina Fronjian, Sarah Whitnah
Violin 2: Autumn Pepper, Mary Evans, Brune Macary
Viola: Aimée McAnulty, Alex Vittal, Ally Stibbards
Cello: Jake Saunders, David Short
Bass: Forest Greenough
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PROGRAM NOTES
Nature Scenes
Ryan Flat
Nature Scenes portrays four scenes from the natural world and describes 
one’s journey through them. The first movement represents the humble, 
noble forest that stands strong and guards the landscape within. The 
second movement represents creatures: the vibrant fluffy and feathery 
friends of the forest that are filled with energy and whimsy. The third 
movement represents the moon and stars as a peaceful ballad. Finally, the 
fourth movement represents a mountain, imposing, unmoving, and majestic.

Invention in E minor
Prelude to a Forest Fugue in A minor
Forest Fugue in A minor
Glenda Luck
These three piano works are inspired by my longing to visit Sintra, 
Portugal, particularly the enchanting Pena Park and its lush forests, written 
about by Eurydice da Silva. For me, these works are about the essence 
of yearning and a profound desire for experiences yet to be realized. 
Drawing on emotions tied to new possibilities and unfulfilled dreams, these 
compositions explores the delicate interplay between hope and longing.

It is my desire to inspire the listener and performer to connect with their own 
aspirations and dreams. Through the invention, the prelude and the fugue, 
I hope to evoke a whimsical sense of potential and beauty, encouraging 
listeners to embrace the unknown and find inspiration in their own creative 
journeys.
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What’s the Matter?
Luka Vezmar
What’s The Matter? is a piece for reed quintet (oboe, clarinet, saxophone, 
bass clarinet and bassoon) which consists of three movements titled: 
Grenadilla Blues, Brass Ballad and Maple Wood Rag, in order. Each 
movement highlights a different material each instrument is made out of. 
The oboe, clarinet and bass clarinet are all made out of Grenadilla wood, 
which is the dark wood that basically looks black. The saxophone is made 
out of metal, specifically brass. Last but not least, the bassoon is made out 
of maple wood, a lighter wood than grenadilla because of the size of the 
instrument. Each movement showcases it’s respective instrument(s), so 
listen out for some great solos!

Chromatic Abyss
Nicholas Felder
Growing up Black and queer, I experienced a lifetime of censoring 
myself. Not allowing myself to live into certain parts of my being, out of 
survival. Only recently have I gradually started to unlearn some of those 
socializations and thoughts. I took this composition as an opportunity to 
imagine what it would be like if I were to just strip away all the censoring 
and constraints. What I asked myself and what I now ask the listeners: What 
would it be like if, in this moment, you could do and say what feels most 
natural to you? What would that feel like?

To the listeners, I encourage you to give yourself permission to explore and 
then own it.

Music for Motion
Carter Pann
Lately, the inspiration to commit musical ideas to any kind of permanence 
has come from the artists for whom I’m lucky enough to write.  The 
musicians themselves become the fuel that keeps me burning.  When I heard 
Sphere perform in spring 2024, they presented a program of many brilliant 
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arrangements by Alex Vittal and others, followed by Tchaikovsky’s celebrated 
Serenade for Strings. At that time, my piece had already been commissioned 
by Christine Harbison, but I had no concrete ideas just yet.  After hearing 
and watching them perform Tchaikovsky’s serenade I came to grips with 
just how privileged and lucky I was … that anything and everything was fair 
game. I could feel my own engine start to rev up even as I walked to my car 
after that concert. Music for Motion strives to show off these 13 fluent and 
flexible musicians in the best way possible.  Each of these four movements 
is set to a different kind of motion (by tempo and character).  
 
I. Beneath the Wheel takes its name from the tragic novel by Hermann 
Hesse. This book, like Damien and his others, imprinted itself on my 
memory as an admonition against arrested development at a young age.  
Ominous at first, the music’s twisted motif wends its way through more 
elegant and lighter moments, however there is a Slavic-type despondency 
(with a question) at the conclusion.
 
II. Kleiner Morganwanderer (Little Morning Wanderer), like the seventeenth 
piece from Robert Schumann’s Album for the Young, depicts a young boy 
on a morning excursion through the woods. There is both innocence and 
confidence in this music, and even some marching.
 
III. Falling is sad but hopeful music.  A continuous series of sinking and 
ever-drooping chorale phrases with unfulfilled promises of breaking its 
own spell combine to make music of great heartache.  Grand, non vibrato 
“Cathedral music” appears as an antidote to the multitude of valleys 
and depressions, only to conclude on the very lowest note of the lowest 
instrument. 
 
IV. John’s Runaway Yacht Rock Vibes fuses two ideas into one: 70s and 
80s soft rock dance music with John Adams’ older brand of minimalism 
(from nearly the same period).  Like mixing two colors together, the result 
here was always something I thought about exploring in the future.  And 
here we are!
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PERSONNEL
CU Boulder SoundWorks
Egemen Kesikli, artistic director
Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach
Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator
Gracie Fagan, social media coordinator
Keenan Powell, stage manager

Carter Pann, Christoffersen Faculty Fellow in Composition; 
professor of composition; chair, composition department

Nicholas Felder
Nicholas Felder (he/him) is a Black queer artist, composer-vocalist, activist 
and educator who creates art around identity, communal joy and healing, 
and youth empowerment. He builds community in artmaking, unlocking 
truths around self-identity, and creating space for embodied expression. 
Felder has led educational programs and workshops with numerous 
arts organizations, such as the Detroit Symphony Orchestra, American 
Composers Orchestra and the Denver Young Artists Orchestra. He loves to 
encourage young adults to express their social and political views through 
artmaking.

An active composer and collaborator, Felder has had his works performed 
nationally by ensembles, such as the Hawaii Youth Symphony, Mivos 
Quartet, Kennesaw State University Symphony Orchestra, DC Youth 
Orchestra Program and University of Michigan Converge Quartet.

Ryan Flat 
Ryan Flat is a composer, instrumentalist, and vocalist studying music and 
geology at CU Boulder. Greatly inspired by the music of movies, television, 
and video games, he embraces musical storytelling and imagery in his 

https://www.colorado.edu/music/egemen-kesikli
https://www.colorado.edu/music/annika-socolofsky
https://www.colorado.edu/music/carter-pann
https://www.colorado.edu/music/carter-pann
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writing, often crafting his music in support of a greater narrative and artistic 
experience. Flat has had works premiered by ensembles such as the CU 
Boulder Philharmonia, Renova New Music Ensemble, Platt Middle School 
Music Program and the CU Buffoons. He has also featured many works 
on the CU Boulder Soundworks new music series. In 2023, Flat won first 
place in the collegiate chamber division of the NAfME Student Composers’ 
Competition with his piece Springtime.

As a performer, Flat currently performs with Westview Church and the CU 
Buffoons: the oldest acapella group at CU Boulder. He has also played 
trombone and percussion in CU Boulder’s symphonic and campus bands, 
sang in Chamber Singers, and acted as drum major in the “Golden Buffalo” 
Marching Band for two seasons.

Glenda Luck
In the relentless pace of modern life, Glenda Luck’s music creates a 
sanctuary for you—an intimate invitation to pause, breathe and reconnect 
with the emotions and stories that celebrate your humanity. Rooted in a 
deep bond with nature, inspired by a childhood spent dancing barefoot 
through the forest in upstate New York, her compositions offer you a 
moment of warmth and stillness, a chance for transformation and meaning. 

Luck brings you a unique voice in classical music—one that speaks directly 
to your heart. This music invites you to feel your own authenticity. It draws 
you into an intimate community of shared experience, offering a powerful 
connection that transcends time and place. In a world where genuine 
connection often feels lost, Luck’s compositions compel us to remember 
who we are. Through refined craftsmanship and curated orchestrations, 
she will enrapture you with an honesty that will inspire you to clarity, and 
introspection. The experience of losing yourself in this music, is a journey 
for you to reclaim the beauty and meaning woven into every moment of your 
life.
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Luka Vezmar
Luka Vezmar is a composer, oboist, accordionist and all around music 
lover. Since he was 9 months old, he has gone to many concerts with his 
family and friends which always inspires him to write more music. He grew 
up playing the piano and various other instruments throughout schooling 
like the trumpet, saxophone, and oboe. He decided to continue with the 
oboe and is pursuing a BM in oboe performance as well as in composition. 
While Vezmar’s music encompasses many different fields, he specializes in 
classical music, with the hopes of getting accordion into the main stream 
classical music world. Vezmar always has a very distinct character in 
his music, which to him makes the music seem alive. He hopes that the 
audience can connect with his music and hopefully leave feeling just a little 
better than when they came in.
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MORE  EVENTS
Click or tap to explore

ENSEMBLES
Click or tap to explore

FACULTY TUESDAYS 

Click or tap to explore

RECITALS
Click or tap to explore the

ARTIST SERIES

Click or tap to explore

OPERA and  
MUSICAL THEATRE

Click or tap to visit the

COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
WEBSITE

  

 

CONTACT THE  
COLLEGE OF MUSIC 
Online:
colorado.edu/music
By Phone:
303-492-6352

CONNECT WITH US

CONTACT
CU PRESENTS 
Online: cupresents.org
By Phone: 303-492-8008
Box Office Hours:
M-F, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
CONNECT WITH US

 

https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=student-ensemble&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=faculty-tuesdays&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music/events/student-performances/student-recitals
https://cupresents.org/performances?series=8&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://cupresents.org/performances?filters%5Bfrom%5D=&filters%5Bto%5D=&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-music&filters%5Bsubseries%5D%5B%5D=cu-opera&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Opera+and+Choral&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=Musicals&filters%5Btags%5D%5B%5D=&filters%5Bfree%5D=&filters%5Bkeywords%5D=&_task=search-events&utm_source=comdigitalprogram&utm_medium=digitalprogramlink&utm_campaign=COM25season
https://www.colorado.edu/music
https://www.facebook.com/cupresents/
https://www.instagram.com/cupresents/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-ZKAivZsWnp990-uy-VuTA
https://www.facebook.com/cubouldermusic
https://instagram.com/cubouldermusic/
https://www.youtube.com/user/musicatcu
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DEAN’S ANNUAL FUND SUPPORTERS
$25,000+
Maria Johnson
$10,000-$24,999
Ken and Ruth Wright
$5,000-$9,999
Marda Buchholz
Dave Fulker and 
Nicky Wolman

Rudy and Margaret Perez
Becky Roser and 
Ron Stewart

Gregory Silvus and
 Deidre Ferris

Lynn Streeter
Daniel Trump
$2,500-$4,999
Charlene Archibeque
Dave Bowers
Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Doree Hickman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Heinrich Maus
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Frank Spaid
Barbara Wagner
$1,000-$2,499
Maralee Beck and Andy Safir
Judy and Neil Bicknell
The Boeing Company 
Marty Coffin Evans and 
Robert Trembly II

Katherine and 
Hassan Dayem

Barbara Dixon and 
Timothy Caldwell

Aileen and Steve Gleason
Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz
Sara and David Harper
Ruth and Richard Irvin
Susan Julien
Val and Bill Mooney
Normie Morin-Voillequé 
and Paul Voillequé

Ben and Pattie Nelson

David and Georgia Nelson
Barbara Nichols
Chris and Linda Paris
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Gail and Michael Shimmin
Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and 
Paul Ward

Mary Webber and 
Gerald Grammens

Anne and Peter Wood
Carol and William Young
$500-$999
Anonymous
James Alleman and 
Barbara Miller

Cathy and Richard Berman
Sandra and Bruce Dudley in 
memory of Louise Steineck

Robert Garnett
John Hedderich
Kelli and Van Hoisington
Kyonggeun and Bruce 
Johnson

Donna* and James Klausman
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen
Connie and Harold Roth
Madalynn Schmidt
Tim Stumbaugh and 
Cody Scott

Maria Vouras and 
Vasilios Lekkas

$300-$499
Laura and John Courier
Nicole and Thomas 
Hasenpflug

Connie and Allen Hayden
George Kiteley
Debbie and Rob Phillips
Becky and John Shockley
$150-$299
Anonymous
David Becher
Steven Board
Timothy Brown
Alexandra Cramer

Elisabeth David
Jon and Liz Hinebauch
Edward Kellenberger*
Kimberly and Robert Bond
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Janie and Craig Lanning
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Gretchen and James Lewis
Jeff and Lois Linsky in 
memory of William Carl 
Lineberger

Marian Matheson
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Pamela Rafferty
Carol and Alvin Rivera
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.
Jennifer and Mitchell 
Rodehaver

Sarah Royall
Suan and Russell Schnell
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Cindi and John Stetson
Carol Thieme
Jean Wainwright
$50-$149
Jan Alexander
Lucy Ashour and Rachel 
Garstang in memory of 
Benjamin Pollack

Robert Barford
Juliet Berzsenyi
Timothy Brown and 
Marina Darglitz in honor 
of Hubert Brown

Susan and William Campbell
Barbara and Myron Caspar
Judy Congdon in memory of 
Don Vollstedt

Charlotte Corbridge in 
memory of Susan Peterson

John Davis
Valerie and Thomas 
DellaPenna

Nancy and Martin Egelhoff
David Flory
Roberta and Cliff Goldstein 
in memory of Herb Millmann

Alenka and Peter Han
Katherine Hansil
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Lenna and Jon Kottke
Marianne and Johnny 
Martin, Jr.

Kevin McKenzie
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Jason Mieger
Patricia and Thomas Miner
Karen Musick
Floyd Pierce
Gene Pollart
Tula and Kenneth Roberge 
in memory of Susan 
Peterson

Carmen and John Roebke
William Roettker
Jan Schiff
Sarah Seggerman
Lonnie Simmons
Susanne Skyrm
Vivienne and 
Stephen Smithers

Babette and Martin Soll
Terri and David Stringfellow
Rose Terada
Martha and Pieter 
Van Der Mersch

Heidi and Scott Vangenderen
Janet and Terry Venard
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and 
Michael Bendure

Patricia and Jim Wilmore
U Kyaw Win
William Wood*
Dorothy Young
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased

List reflects gifts made 
between June 1, 2023 and 
Nov. 30, 2024.

Click or tap to MAKE A GIFT 
to the College of Music

Click or tap to CONTACT 
the Advancement team

http://giveto.colorado.edu/campaigns/50595/donations/new
https://www.colorado.edu/music/administration-and-staff?people_filter_1=68


  2024-25 Season	 CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC

COLLEGE OF MUSIC
Dean 
John Davis 
Associate Dean for Graduate Studies 
Margaret Haefner Berg 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate 
Studies and Enrollment Management 
Matthew Roeder  
Assistant Dean for Strategic Initiatives 
Kate Cimino
Assistant Dean for Budget and 
Finance 
Carrie Howard 
Assistant Dean for Advancement 
Andrew Palmer Todd
Senior Director of Communications 
Sabine Kortals Stein
Director of Community Support  
and Programming 
Alexis McClain
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
Lauren Petersen
Director, Eklund Opera Program 
Leigh Holman
Production Assistant,  
Eklund Opera Program 
Christie Conover
Director, Musical Theatre Program 
Matthew Chellis
Production Director 
Ron Mueller
Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak
Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith
Costume Coordinator/Designer  
and Shop Manager 
Ann Piano
Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane
Communications and  
Program Assistant 
Kathryn Bistodeau
Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager for Events
Mikaela Rich
Program Manager for Stewardship  
and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu
Development Assistant
Christie Preston
Operations Manager and  
Head Piano Technician 
Ted Mulcahey 
Scheduling Coordinator
Kayla Pierce
Recording Engineer and  
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison
Assistant Recording Engineer
Jacob Moginot
Operations and Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton
Lead Piano Technician 
Mark Mikkelsen 
Media Specialist 
Dustin Rumsey
Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS 
Executive Director 
Andrew Metzroth 
Marketing and PR Director 
Laima Haley 
Director of Ticketing and 
Patron Services 
Adrienne Havelka 
Front of House Director 
Rojana Savoye
Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala
Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy
Publications Manager 
Sabrina Green
Senior Marketing Assistant 
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant 
Dana Cutti
Box Office Services Coordinator 
Dylan Thierry
Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen
Box Office Assistants 
Caitlin Amero
Aidan Biffinger
Macy Crow
Joel Ferst
Johnette Martin
Morgan Ochs
Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM 
Director, Macky Auditorium and  
CU Artist Series 
Rudy Betancourt 
Assistant Director for Administration 
Sara Krumwiede 
Assistant Director of Operations 
Paige Wiedemann
Assistant Director for Production 
Trevor Isetts 
Assistant Director for Stakeholder  
and Patron Services 
Amanda Wells
Production Managers 
Richard Barrett 
Scott Wickham 
Front of House Director 
Rojana Savoye
House Manager 
Devin Hegger  

Current as of Feb. 10, 2025.
Photo credit: Glenn Asakawa.
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