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NEED TO KNOW

Need ACCESSIBLITY ACCOMMODATIONS?
Visit cupresents.org/accessibility to learn more.

LATECOMERS are seated at the discretion of house management.
Some venues may not be able to accomodate late seating.

PHOTOGRAPHY and AUDIO / VIDEO RECORDINGS
are PROHBITED during the performance.

SILENCE CELL PHONES AND OTHER PERSONAL DEVICES, and
refrain from use during the performance. View this program on your
device anytime before or after the show, or during intermission.

CU Boulder is a SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS.



http://www.cupresents.org/accessibility

SoundWorks

Featuring Andrew Garland and Koa String Quartet
7:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 17, 2025
Grusin Music Hall

PROGRAM

The Young Mother

Poem by Paul Valéry

trans. Louise Varese

Andrew Garland, baritone

The Koa Quartet:

Kisa Uradomo and Leah Pernick, violin
Devin Cowan, viola

Heewon Lee, cello

Excerpts from The Snow Queen: A Ballet
Holly McMahon

. Lapland Woman

. Gerda’s Theme

lll.  Little Robber Girl

V.  Buttercups

V. Morning Glories

VI. Hyacinths

VII. The Snow Queen

Holly McMahon, piano
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Capriccio for Tuba and Piano
Aric Vyhmeister

Jesse Factor, tuba

Aric Vlyhmeister, piano

Spooky Tale

Indigo Farmer

V. The Character Death
V. Haunted Kid

Indigo Farmer, piano

Pedernal
Alan Mackwell
Asher Dobrin, double bass

[untitled]
Addison Hill

Addison Hill, voice, synthesizers and electronic processing kit
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Young Mother

David Conte

Poem by Paul Valéry

trans. Louise Varese

The young mother, in the cheeks of the little child she is holding,
breathes in her own purest substance. She presses him to her so
that he shall remain always herself.

She embraces the being she has made. She forgets and rejoices at
having given herself, since she has retrieved and found herself again
in the tender contact of the intoxicating freshness of his flesh.

Her heedless eyes caress the leaves, the flowers, and all the
splendour of the world.

She is not sure whether the center of the universe is in her heart
or in this little heart that is beating in her arms and that, in its turn,
brings all things to life.

Excerpts from The Snow Queen: A Ballet

Holly McMahon

The Snow Queen: A Ballet was written as a second collaboration
between choreographer Ixchel Levendowsky and Composer Holly
McMahon. A staged version of the full ballet will be performed

by dancers in Fort Collins this December. The new work is an
adaptation of The Snow Queen by Hans Christian Anderson, which
is a short story set in 19th century Europe, near Finland. It follows
protagonist Gerda’s quest to rescue her friend, Kai, from The Snow
Queen’s castle, after he has been cursed by an evil mirror.

PROGRAM PAGE 3 CU* PRESENTS | CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC



On her journey, Gerda encounters many strange and whimsical
characters before finally being led to The Snow Queen’s Castle

by a reindeer, with the help of a few helpful women who live
nearby. The various encounters experienced by Gerda inspired
many movements of the ballet, including a set of “variations” or
short dances based on the flowers she talks to in an old woman'’s
garden. Below is an excerpt from a translation of the original story,
in which the Buttercups describe a beautiful, somewhat abstract
scene to Gerda:

“’In a small court the bright sun was shining in the first days of
spring. The beams glided down the white walls of a neighbor’s
house, and close by the fresh yellow flowers were growing, shining
like gold in the warm sun-rays. An old grandmother was sitting in
the air; her grand-daughter, the poor and lovely servant just come
for a short visit. She knows her grandmother. There was gold, pure
virgin gold in that blessed kiss. There, that is my little story,’ said
the [Buttercups].”

Capriccio for Tuba and Piano

Aric Vyhmeister

The tuba is well known for its supporting capabilities, less so for
its soloistic qualities. This Capriccio is a short concert exercise
that showcases the tuba’s extensive agility and playful side.

Spooky Tale

Indigo Farmer

The character Death is about the image of the grim reaper, like
picture a google image of him sitting on a rock, threatening yet
peaceful. Haunted Kid is like an agitated kid in a horror movie that
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you wonder if they are being possessed/influenced by demons,
or if their angsty deeds are rational reactions to goings-on in the
spirit realm that the adults are unaware of.

Pedernal

Alan Mackwell

Inspired by a trip to Abiquiu, home to Georgia O’Keefe’s famed
studio and the high desert landscape that inspired many of her
New Mexican works, Pedernal meditates on the vast stillness that
radiates across the basin; etching with its long, sweeping tones
the skyline of O’Keefe’s legendary painting of the same name.
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PERSONNEL

Egemen Kesikli, director

Annika Socolofsky, faculty coach

Nicholas Felder, community outreach coordinator
Luka Vezmar, stage manager

Addison Hill, social media coordinator

Indigo Farmer
Indigo is a MM in composition student at CU Boulder. They also
play the piano.

Addison Hill

Addison Hill is an artist, composer, multi-instrumentalist and
educator from Phoenix, Arizona. Her work collages together
different mediums, stories and sonic possibilities to create
experiences that strive for emotional liberation and connection.
When composing, Hill steps into the role of a director to holistically
consider the relationship between sound and space, allowing for

a more visceral experience inspired by the imaginary worlds Hill
lives in.

She received a Bachelor of Music in music composition from
Arizona State University and is currently pursuing a master’s in
music composition with music technology from the University of
Colorado Boulder, where she teaches Intro to Music Technology.

Hill’s works have been performed at the Gammage Auditorium,
PRISMS festival, Wildflower Composer’s Festival, Arizona

Women'’s Collaboration Concert, soundSCAPE, S0 Summer
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Institute, Superbloom Drone Festival and National Sawdust.
Addison spends her free time yapping, napping, yearning and
learning, while providing love and support to her needy cat (which
is definitely a full time job).

Alan Mackwell

Described as “an original composer with new ideas and a
command of complex symphonic writing” (BroadStreet Journal),
New Zealander-American Alan Mackwell (b. 1998) is a two-time
BMI award-winning young composer and performer based in
Boulder, Colorado. In his work, Mackwell seeks to explore a
unique blend of atmospheres inspired by his experiences in the
Permian Basin, northern New Mexico and Appalachian North
Carolina using a highly resonant and bluegrass-influenced musical
language as well as the utilization of original field recordings. He
earned a BM at the Boston Conservatory, where he studied with
John Murphree, Eun Young Lee, Curtis Hughes and Marti Epstein,
and earned an MA at Tufts University where he studied with John
McDonald and Kareem Roustom. Mackwell is currently pursuing
a DMA at the University of Colorado Boulder where he teaches an
Intro to Music Technology course.

Mackwells music has been played on three different continents,
and several US states. His compositions have been played by
high-achieving groups such as Ensemble Modern, The New
Zealand Symphony Orchestra, the Amorsima Trio, Hub New Music
and the Corvus Ensemble. He was the grand prize winner of the
Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s Inaugural Young Composers’
Competition in addition to being a two-time finalist for the Todd
Corporation Young Composers’ Awards hosted by the New

PROGRAM PAGE 7 CU* PRESENTS | CU BOULDER COLLEGE OF MUSIC



Zealand Symphony Orchestra. Mackwell is the winner of the 2023
American Prize as well as two BMI Student Composer Awards,
which he won in 2022 for his string trio Remains of a Permian Gas
Station and again in 2025 for Rail Dynamics, a work for string trio
and fixed media written for his residency at the TANK Center for
the Sonic Arts in September 2024.

Holly McMahon

As a compelling performer and composer with a delicate yet
expansive style, Holly McMahon studies and works as a multi-
faceted musician based in Boulder, Colorado. Throughout her life,
she has worked with countless artists across several mediums,
including film, theater, dance and performance art. She continues
to explore the use of new instrumentations and genres through
her studies of music composition, music technology, and piano
performance at the University of Colorado Boulder. She is most
well known for her works for solo piano, which typically feature
carefully sculpted, running lines and evocative yet comfortable
rhythmic textures that have been described as “lush” and
“uniquely vibrant”. McMahon is also known for absurdist works,
which provide unconventional representations of ordinary
occurrences. As she creates atmosphere and dimension in her
writing, McMahon’s music is uniquely vibrant and breathtaking,
reminding listeners how beautiful, vulnerable and humorous it is to
be a human experiencing art.

Aric Vyhmeister

Composer and pianist Aric Vyhmeister (ASCAP) earned a Master
of Music student in collaborative piano at the University of
Colorado Boulder, and is currently pursuing graduate studies

in composition at CU Boulder under Carter Pann. Vyhmeister is
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a frequent recitalist and chamber musician in the Denver area,
served as music director with the Boulder Opera Company,
performed with Art Song Colorado and the SoHap Ensemble, and
served on the faculty at Metropolitan State University. He is also

a regular guest artist at the Salt Creek Song Festival in Ashland,
Nebraska.
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Since 1920, the College of Music

offers a wide range of programs for undergraduate and graduate
study, integrating advanced musical and interdisciplinary training
with professional-level experiences.

One of the top comprehensive music schools in the country, the
College of Music is a fully accredited member of the National

Association of Schools of Music since 1941.
V3 T

Visit Website

Photos: On this page, University Chorus, Fall 2024.
Photo credit: Erika O’Conor; On the cover, Cross-
Genre Ensemble, 2025. Photo credit: Owen Zhou.


https://www.colorado.edu/music/
https://www.colorado.edu/music/giving

CU* PRESENTS is the home
of performing arts on the beautiful
University of Colorado Boulder campus.

Visit Website

Explore All Events

The Drowsy Chaperone (2023). . A
Rhc_;_to credit: Bennet Forsyth. : v
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$25,000+
Maria Johnson

$10,000-$24,999
Dave Fulker and Nicky Wolman
Gordon and Paula Stuart

$5,000-$9,999

Marda Buchholz

Kate and Matt Cimino

James and Peggy Gutmann
Rudy and Margaret Perez
Gregory Silvus and Deidre Ferris
Lynn Streeter

Barbara Wagner

Ken and Ruth Wright

$2,500-$4,999

Dave Bowers

Chris and Margot Brauchli
Lloyd and Mary Gelman
Suzanne and Dave Hoover
Anjali and Stefan Maus
Vivianne and Joel Pokorny
Mikhy and Mike Ritter
Daniel Trump

Anne and Peter Wood

$1,000-$2,499

Maralee Beck and Andy Safir

Judy and Neil Bicknell in honor of Daniel P. Sher
Alison Chubb and Stephen Ruoss

Sandra and Bruce Dudley

Aileen and Steve Gleason

Your support helps keep

our music alive.

Gifts to the College of Music help sustain the
world-class music education and life-changing
professional opportunities we offer our students.
Whether you choose to direct your gift to support
our students, programs or faculty, you’re ensuring
the future of music at our university and in our
community.

Join our community of supporters!
* Give online at colorado.edu/music/giving.
e Contact our Advancement team

at 303-492-3054.

Lists reflect gifts of $50+ made between
Feb. 1, 2024-July 31, 2025.

Thomas Godfrey
Herman Goellnitz

Sara and David Harper
Doree Hickman

Susan Julien

Normie Morin-Voillequé and Paul Voilleque
David and Georgia Nelson

Chris and Linda Paris

Gail and Michael Shimmin

Frank Spaid

Tyler Little Family Foundation
Lucinda Waldron and Paul Ward
Mary Webber and Gerald Grammens

$500-$999

James Alleman and Barbara Miller
Anonymous in memory of Jay Sproul
Marianne Bachmann and Jim Shaw
Marty Coffin Evans and Robert Trembly Il
Barbara Dixon and Timothy Caldwell
Alenka and Peter Han

Connie and Allen Hayden

John Hedderich

Richard* and Ruth Irvin

Kyonggeun and Bruce Johnson
Judith and Jeffrey Kremen

Linda Laird Giedl

Patricia and Thomas Miner

Ellen Morris and Stefan Magnusson
Tana and Joe Rocco, Jr.

Connie and Harold Roth

Cody Scott and Tim Stumbaugh
Heidi and Scott VanGenderen

Kelli and Van Hoisington

Maria Vouras and Vasilios Lekkas
Carol and William Young

$300-$499

Anonymous

Ingrid Becher

Cathy and Richard Berman
Steven Board

Laura and John Courier

Nicole and Thomas Hasenpflug
Lisa Keil

James Klausman

Jim Lovett and Mary Wilner
Debbie and Rob Phillips

Larry and Madalynn Schmidt
Mike Shull and Melissa Mahaney
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DEAN’SANNUAL FUNDSUPPORTERS

$150-$299

Anonymous

Jan Alexander

Mary and Davin Anderson
Michael and Linda Anderson
Ashley Beavers

David Becher

Judy Congdon

Karen Connolly

Charlotte Corbridge*
Elisabeth David

John and Zahra Davis
Robert Garnett

Jim Garrison

Jon and Liz Hinebauch

Ann Johnson and Robert Sprinkle
George Kiteley

Lenna and Jon Kottke

Janie and Craig Lanning
Harold* and Joan Leinbach
Gretchen and James Lewis
Patricia and Tom Metz, Jr.
Lisa Moragne-Kayser and John Kayser
Karen Musick

Hien Nguyen

Gene Pollart

Pamela Rafferty

Jennifer and Mitchell Rodehaver
William Roettker

Cindi and John Stetson
Rose Terada

Carol Thieme

Terry and Janet Venard

$50-$149

Anonymous

Lucy Ashour and Rachel Garstang
in memory of Benjamin Michael Pollack
Robert Barford

Kimberly and James Beasley
Kimberly and Robert Bond

Barbara Brown and Edward Tollerud

Timothy Brown and Marina Darglitz
in honor of Hubert Brown

Charles Byerly and Juliet Berzsenyi

Susan and William Campbell

John Davis

Valerie and Thomas DellaPenna

Jackie Earnhart

Daniel Easton

Stephen Fincher

David Flory

Irma and Richard Gallagher
in honor of Alejandro Miguel Gallagher
Miriam Gilbert
Elisabeth Grace
Gayle and Lynn Gunderson
Kelli and Geoff Hirsch
Jordan Holloway
Thale and Eric Jarvis
Carol and Charles Javernick
Susan Kinne
Ellen and Stephen Kort
Lydia and Geary Larrick
Kerry Lightenburger
Colette Lottor and Richard Jacobi
Meryl Mantione
Nancy and David Marberry
Marianne and John Martin
Cathy and Byron McCalmon
Janie and Harry McDonald, Jr.
Kathy and Gregory Merilatt
Zoe and Jeffrey Miller
Harry Need in memory of Graham Schofield
Brooke and Gary Palumbo
Desiree Parrott-Alcorn and Rob Alcorn
Floyd Pierce
Tanya Ramond
Mikaela Rich
Zina Richardson
Carmen and John Roebke
Judy Rogers
Sarah Royall
Rojana Savoye
Jan Schiff
Clay and Rebecca Sherrill
Dain Shuler
Lonnie Simmons
Gayle and Thomas Smith
Carolyn Spicer
Terri and David Stringfellow
in memory of Sue Ann Symonds
Cynthia Thompson Grubb and Richard Grubb
Martha and Pieter Van Der Mersch
Jean Wainwright
Leslie Walker and Dale Pruce
Wei Wang and Eric Hintsa
Nancy Whittemore and Michael Bendure
U Kyaw Win
Cynthia Wooten and Walt Wolfenbarger
Fran and Donald Zinn

* Deceased
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COLLEGE OF MUSIC

Dean
John Davis

Associate Dean for
Graduate Studies
Margaret Haefner Berg

Associate Dean for
Undergraduate Studies and
Enroliment Management
Matthew Roeder

Assistant Dean for Strategic
Initiatives
Kate Cimino

Assistant Dean for Budget,
Finance and HR
Carrie Howard

Assistant Dean for Advancement
Andrew Palmer Todd

Senior Director of
Communications
Sabine Kortals Stein

Director of Community Support
and Programming
Alexis McClain

Executive Assistant to the Dean
Rebecca Yoho

Director, Eklund Opera Program
Leigh Holman

Eklund Opera Program Manager
Christie Conover

Director, Musical Theatre Program
Matthew Chellis

Production Director
Ron Mueller

Technical Director
Jeff Rusnak

Assistant Technical Director
Ben Smith

Costume Coordinator/Designer
and Shop Manager
Ann Piano

Communications Manager
MarieFaith Lane

Communications and
Program Assistant
Kathryn Bistodeau

RSONNEL

Director of Development
Kelli Hirsch

Senior Program Manager
for Events
Mikaela Rich

Program Manager for
Stewardship and Donor Relations
Shih-Han Chiu

Development Assistant
Christie Preston

Operations Director and
Head Piano Technician
Ted Mulcahey

Scheduling Manager
Kayla Pierce

Head Recording Engineer and
Technical Director
Kevin Harbison

Assistant Recording Engineer
Kristofer Twadell

Operations and
Facilities Assistant
Peggy Hinton

Lead Piano Technician
Mark Mikkelsen

Media Specialist
Dustin Rumsey

Piano Technician
Phil Taylor

CU PRESENTS

Executive Director
Andrew Metzroth

Marketing and PR Director
Laima Haley

Director of Ticketing and
Patron Services
Adrienne Havelka

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Marketing Manager
Elise Zabala

Multimedia Content Manager
Sarita Narayanswamy

Publications Manager
Sabrina Green

Senior Marketing Assistant
Emma St. Lawrence

Marketing Assistant
Dana Cutti

Box Office Services Coordinator
Dylan Thierry

Tessitura CRM Specialist
James Whalen

Box Office Assistants
Caitlin Amero

Aidan Biffinger

Macy Crow

Joel Ferst

Johnette Martin

Sallu Young

MACKY AUDITORIUM
Director, Macky Auditorium and
Artist Series

Rudy Betancourt

Assistant Director
for Administration
Sara Krumwiede

Assistant Director for Production
Trevor Isetts

Assistant Director for Patron
Services and Stakeholder Services
Amanda Wells

Assistant Director of Operations
Paige Wiedemann

Production Managers
Richard Barrett
Scott Wickham

Front of House Director
Rojana Savoye

Senior House Manager
Devin Hegger

House Managers
Aleighya Dawkins
Pearl Enssle
Brosnan Szabo

Personnel lists current as

of Aug. 20, 2025. Visit the
most up to date staff directory
at this link.
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